





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































First United Methodist Church (15 East 1st Avenue) m————

The First United Methodist Church holds the distinction as being Mesa's longest continuously operating
church, with the congregation in existence since the late 1800s. The church was designed by Martin
Ray Young, Jr, who, in 1948, was the first architect to establish a practice in Mesa. Young designed
more than 1600 projects in his career.

The church’s 120-foot steeple has been a part of downtown Mesa’s skyline since it was constructed
in the early 1950s. The church presently on the Historic Landmark site followed two no longer extant
structures, including a c. 1895 one-room brick building with gothic-revival detailing and a 1913 Spanish
Colonial style church. Today, the Historic Landmark site includes the sanctuary and steeple, Stewart
Chapel, and the bell tower atop the columbarium (mausoleum), which was moved to its present location
from the no longer extant 1913 church.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2014

Construction Date:
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Image of c. 1895 one-room church (First United Methodist Church)
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Image of 1913 Church (First United Methodist Church) First United Methodist Church, view SW from E 1st Ave (2025)
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Historic Irving School, view SE from N Center (2024)

Irving School (155 North Center Street) m———————

The Irving School is remarkable for its unique blend of the institutional Federal Moderne Style with
the residential Ranch Style, both popular yet divergent architectural expressions during its time of
construction in 1936. The building was funded through the Public Works Administration and is one of
the surviving examples of Federal depression era public works in Mesa.

The school, named after American writer Washington Irving, was designed by the Lescher and Mahoney
architectural firm, a prominent Phoenix architectural firm that specialized in the design of school
buildings. It was built on the site of the “North School,” which operated from 1899 to c. 1935. The City
of Mesa purchased the property in 1976 and it later became known as the Mesa Arts Center with a
newly renovated auditorium for the Mesa Children’s Theater. Today, the historic school is home to Mesa
Public Schools’ Creative and Performing Arts Center.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 1998
National Register of Historic Places: Designated 2000

Construction Date: (1936
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Isley (Phil) House (412 North Macdonald) m——

The "Phil Isley" house was constructed in 1922 and was originally located at 643 East Main Street. It is a
classic example of a brick, craftsman bungalow. A motel was built on the original site in the 1940s, with
the house serving as the office. In 2005, the house was purchased and moved to its current location

(412 North Macdonald) within the Evergreen Historic District. The house sits on a flag lot and is not
visible from Macdonald.

Phil Isley (1886-1962) played an important role in Mesa's history. He served as president of the Lions
Club, the Hiram Club, and the Mesa Chamber of Commerce. Throughout his career, he was the Maricopa

County Treasurer, served on the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, and was a member of Arizona's
State Legislature.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2016

Construction Date: 1922/relocated in 2005
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Isley House prior to its relocation in 2005
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James Macdonald House, view S from E 1st St. (2024)

James Macdonald House (307 East 1st Street) m———————————

Built between 1916 and 1918, this two-story vernacular building was home to early Mesa pioneer, James
Macdonald. Macdonald worked as a police officer, farmer, and builder and was the son of Alexander
Findlay Macdonald, Mesa’s first mayor. James assisted in the construction of the Arizona LDS Temple in
1919.

The MacDonald family occupied the house through the mid-1940s. In the late 1990s, the house was
purchased by Diane Hughes and her husband, Darwin, who restored it into a wedding venue, known
as the “Antique Wedding House.” Today, the property continues to host wedding celebrations in this
historically rich home.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 1998

Construction Date: 1916-1918

MESA HISTORIC PRESERVATION DESIGN GUIDELINES
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Larkin Fitch Farmhouse (945 North Center Street) m———————

The Fitch Farmhouse was built in 1933 and originally sat on over 400 acres of farmland owned by Larkin
Fitch. The Fitch Farmhouse is an example of a Tudor Revival style house which includes a second story
sleeping porch constructed with adobe bricks. The property is one of the few remaining examples of
Mesa’s agricultural heritage along North Center Street. Over the years, the extensive agricultural land
in this area has been replaced with residential, commercial, and industrial developments.

Larkin Fitch played a prominent role in Mesa’s farming industry and was the president of the Mesa
Farm Bureau and served as a member of the Council and Board of Directors of the Salt River Project.
Fitch began his farming career on a small piece of land north of Baseline Road and went on to raise
sheep for 20 years at the Fitch Farm, with as many as 1,200 ewes. The Fitch family donated part of the
original farmland to the City of Mesa for a portion of Fitch Park.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2010

Construction Date: (1933

Fitch Farm and Farmhouse, view SE from N Center St., in 2001

East elevation of Fitch Farmhouse (2024) South elevation of Fitch Farmhouse (2024)
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Mesa Historical Museum, Lehi School (2024)

Lehi School (2345 North Horne)  /mm—

The Lehi School is built on land donated to the Lehi community in the 1880s by early settler Henry C.
Rogers’ family. The main school building was constructed in 1913 and exhibits a mixture of Neoclassical
and Mission Revival styles. The school replaced an earlier one-room adobe schoolhouse, a replica
of which can be found in the front of the existing building. The 1913 school was expanded in the
1920’s with the addition of two new classrooms and during the Great Depression, the Works Progress
Administration made additional improvements, including the addition of the auditorium and annex
building.

Despite improvements over the years, the school was condemned by the Mesa School District in 1976
and slated for destruction. The City of Mesa purchased the site and resold it to the Mesa Historical
Society in 1986, who repurposed the building as a museum. The property still operates as the Mesa
Historical Museum and in 2025 the auditorium was renovated to house the Arizona Baseball Museum.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2001
National Register of Historic Places: Designated 2001

Construction Date: [1913/1939
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Mesa Public Library / IT Building (59 East 1st Street) m——

Built as a library for a growing city in 1959, this landmark is one of several midcentury modern
municipal buildings that comprise a portion of Mesa’s City Center. The building was designed by the
local architectural firm of Horlbeck, Hickman and Associates, a firm active in the Valley following World
War Il. The building retains many of its original features including a floating terrazzo stairway, hanging
light fixtures, decorative breeze blocks along exterior walls, and a portion of its distinctive wave-shaped
concrete covered walkways.

By 1979, Mesa’s population had expanded to 140,000 and a new, bigger library space was needed.
The library moved to 64 East 1st Street in 1981, and shortly after, the former library building was
remodeled and converted into the City’s Information Technology Building. Today, it is part of Arizona
State University's (ASU) Media and Immersive eXperience (MIX) Center, known as 'The Studios.'

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2013

Construction Date:

The Studios at Mesa City Center, following renovation (2024)
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Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, view W from N Lewis (2024)

Mt. Calvary Baptist Church (430 North Lewis) m—

The Mount Calvary Baptist Church was built in 1961 and is the oldest predominantly Black Church in
Mesa. The church is located within the Washington-Escobedo Heritage Neighborhood and is significant

for its association with the early settlement of Mesa by African Americans and the church’s long-standing
influence on the neighborhood and City.

The church was initially established as a mission and was led by traveling missionaries. Prior to formally
organizing as a church, the congregation met under a tree in the front yard of the late Clara McPherson,
wife and mother of the first Black family to reside in Mesa. Over its long history, the Mount Calvary

Baptist Church occupied several locations and in 2006 relocated to Broadway Road. Today, the property
is used by the Calvary Korean Community Church.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION
Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2002

Construction Date:
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The Nile Theater (105 West Main Street) M —

The Nile Theater was built in 1924 and served as Mesa's first movie house. The building was constructed
by George A. Johnson, who utilized locally kilned Lehi brick. When it first opened, the theater was state-
of-the-art with an early air-cooling system, a large central stage, sloped floor seating, and Art Deco
design influences with Egyptian motifs. The theater played a crucial role in inspiring the construction
of other theaters in the Valley, including the Orpheum Theater in Phoenix, which was constructed four
years after The Nile.

A renovation of the facade was completed in 2018-2019 to reveal some of the building’s original
architectural features including its brick exterior walls, glazed storefront, and historic windows. The
Nile now operates as a music venue with a coffee shop, preserving an important piece of Mesa’s
architectural history.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION
Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2023

Construction Date:
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terior of the Nile in 1924 (Arizona Republican, Sept. 1, 1924)
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The Ponderosa Il, view N from S Edgewater Dr. (2024)

Ponderosa Il builder, Nick Donato (left), his wife An example of one of the western-themed plans available to purchasers of
Iris (center), and Lorne Greene homes in the Apache Country Club Estates (ACCE sales brochure, 1963).

Ponderosa Il (602 South Edgewater Drive)

The Ponderosa Il House was built in 1962-1963 as a seasonal residence for actor Lorne Greene, who
played Ben Cartwright, the patriarch of the Cartwright family in the popular 1960s TV series “Bonanza.”
It was designed to closely replicate the fictional Ponderosa ranch house, thus its name Ponderosa Il.
The house is located on a prominent lot adjacent to the community’s golf course and is one of the most
elaborate Ranch homes in Mesa. It is a highly stylized Ranch, evoking Old West design in the form of
board-and-batten, wood railing, and decorative wagon wheels. The Ponderosa Il was the first home
built in the former Apache Country Club Estates subdivision, now referred to as Golden Hills and Arizona
Golf Resort, and was the flagship home used in promoting land sales and new home construction.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2014
National Register of Historic Places: Designated 2018

Construction Date: [1962-1963
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Ramon Mendoza House, view SW from N Pomeroy (2024)

Ramon Mendoza House (126 North Pomeroy) mm—m—

The Ramon Mendoza House was the home of Ramon G. Mendoza, Mesa's first Hispanic Chief of Police.
The adobe home, adjacent to the Wilbur Historic District, was built by Manuel Flores in 1942. The
property was acquired by Mendoza in 1946 where he resided until his death in 1999.

Mendoza was born in Mesa in 1914, the son of early settler and former Mesa police officer Ramon S.
Mendoza. Ramon G. Mendoza grew up in a time when segregation was still commonplace in Mesa.
He attended the Webster School, a segregated school built for Mexican American children, and later
graduated from Mesa High School in 1932. Mendoza became a police officer in 1942, was appointed
Police Chief in 1969, and served in this capacity until his retirement in 1978. He served on the force for
a total of 36 years.

During his time with the Mesa Police Department, he attended the FBI Academy in Washington, D.C.
and under his tenure the department became computerized, installed a closed-circuit camera system
in the jail, built a new police headquarters, and brought police dogs on the force. Chief Mendoza was
an active volunteer, supporting the Cubs Spring Training, the Mesa Chamber of Commerce, and the
Sister Cities program.

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Mesa Local Historic Landmark: Designated 2001

Construction Date: ‘ 1942
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To learn more about Mesa's history and historical
landmarks and districts, please visit:

Mesa Historic Property Register
WWwWw.mesaaz.gov/mhpr

Mesa Historic Preservation Office
www.mesaaz.gov/hp

National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places

WWW.Nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister

Mesa Room at the Main Library

www.mesalibrary.org/research/mesa-room

Mesa Hijstori_cal Museum
www.mesahistoricalmuseum.com

Mesa Preservation Foqndation
WWW.mesapreservation.org




Appendix E - Heritage Neighborhoods &
Other Heritage Places

Mesa's Cultural Heritage

Y

Concrete sidewalks stamps from 1920 remain in the 2701 N. Mesa Dr. (This stone house reflects the
Glenwood-Wilbur Historic District. agricultural and cultural heritage of the Lehi
neighborhood)
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Heritage Neighborhood
Recognition Program

148 N. Macdonald (This historic carriage step in the
West 2nd Street Historic District represents Mesa's early
heritage)

430 N. Lewis, Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in the
Washington-Escobedo Heritage Neighborhood
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Washington-Escobedo Heritage
Neighborhood
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Map 3.1:Lehi Neighborhood Map
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Agenda Item: 3-b

Historic Preservation Board

Discuss and make a
recommendation to City Council
regarding the Proposed
amendments to the Mesa Historic
Preservation Design Guidelines

“
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e Historic Preservation
mesa-amg

Design Guidelines

Why Update the Design Guidelines?

" Existing guidelines were first created in 1996
and then updated in 2001

" Mesa's Historic Preservation program has
grown significantly since then

= New document is easier to use, search, and
update Supports consistent decision-making
while protecting Mesa's historic character




e Historic Preservation
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RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Design Guidelines

Modernizing the Existing Guidelines

The updated guidelines:

= Reflect Mesa's expanded Historic Preservation
program

= Address additional Historic Districts and Historic
Landmarks designated since original document

" Transition from a primarily printed document to a
searchable digital resource

" Improve accessibility through hyperlinks and
keyword searches

= Better align with current preservation practices
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Historic Preservation
Design Guidelines

How the Guidelines Are Used

The Design Guidelines are intended to:

= Assist property owners, architects, designers, and
contractors

= Guide appropriate improvements to historic
properties

" Support Historic Preservation Board and staff review

" Provide consistent evaluation of Certificate of
Appropriateness applications

" Encourage compatible development while preserving
historic character
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Historic Preservation
Design Guidelines

Comprehensive Yet Easy to Use

The document is organized into major sections covering:

Certificates of Appropriateness

Preservation, Restoration, and Rehabilitation

Additions to Historic Buildings
New Construction
Historic Sighage

Historic Building Types and Architectural Styles

Supporting appendices provide:

Program overview
Character-defining features
Heritage Neighborhood details
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Historic Preservation
Design Guidelines

What the Guidelines Address

The guidelines provide recommendations for:
" Character-defining features
= Building materials and architectural details
= Windows, doors, roofs, porches, and foundations
= Additions and new construction
= Building height, scale, setbacks, and compatibility
" Landscaping, fences, signage, and mechanical equipment

Goal: Preserve historic character while
allowing thoughtful investment and change.
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RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Design Guidelines

Preserving What Makes Historic Places Unique

The guidelines emphasize:

" |dentifying and preserving character-defining features

= Retaining original materials and craftsmanship whenever
possible

= Designing additions and new construction that are
compatible—but not imitative

= Respecting the scale, massing, and character of historic
neighborhoods
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RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Design Guidelines

More Than Design Standards

The updated guidelines also include:
= QOverview of Mesa's Historic Preservation Program
= Certificate of Appropriateness review standards/process
" Mesa’s cultural setting and historic development context
= Historic Districts and Historic Landmarks
= Heritage Neighborhood Program
= Architectural styles and building types unique to Mesa
" Character defining features and definitions
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RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Design Guidelines

Public Review Process

Extensive Outreach Included:
= Historic Preservation Board meetings
= Community public meetings
= Consultation with SHPO
= Consultation with SRPMIC Tribal Historic Preservation Office
= Consultation with GRIC Tribal Historic Preservation Office
= Review by preservation stakeholders

Upcoming Hearings
" Planning & Zoning Board
= City Council




= Historic Preservation
mesdas Design Guidelines

Public Review Process

Based on Board comments and after further consultation
with the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community THPO
and the Gila River Indian Community THPO, staff needs
additional time to revise the historical context portions of:

" Chapter 7: Mesa's Historic & Architectural Context

= Appendix E - Heritage Neighborhoods & Other Heritage
Places

These portions will be completed prior to being presented
to City Council.
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RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Design Guidelines

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Board
provides a recommendation that the City Council adopt the
Updated Mesa Historic Preservation Design Guidelines with
the additional Mesa historical context and Heritage
Neighborhood language that will be added to Chapter 7 and
Appendix E.
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RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Design Guidelines

For additional mformation, please visit:
mesaaz.gov/hp

Questions &Discussion
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