
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
November 2, 2017 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on November 2, 2017 at 7:33 a.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles  
David Luna 
Mark Freeman 
Christopher Glover 
Francisco Heredia 
Kevin Thompson 
Jeremy Whittaker 
 

None Christopher Brady 
Dee Ann Mickelsen 
Jim Smith 
 

1. Review items on the agenda for the November 6, 2017 Regular Council meeting. 
 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 
 
Conflict of interest: None.   
 
Items removed from the consent agenda: None.   
 
Councilmember Thompson requested that the Police Department staff create a capital 
improvement plan specific to the replacement of the vehicles for Street Crimes.    

 
2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss, and provide direction on a proposal for the use of previously 

allocated FY 2017/18 Human Services (ABC) funds in the amount of $60,000 for a “Mesa K-
Ready” pilot program. 

  
Deputy City Manager Natalie Lewis introduced Dr. Dawn Foley Mesa Public School (MPS) 
Director of Teaching and Learning and Assistant Economic Development Director Jaye O’Donnell 
who displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 1) related to a proposal for the use 
of previously allocated FY 2017/18 Human Services (ABC) funds in the amount of $60,000 for a 
“Mesa K-Ready” pilot program.  

 
Ms. Lewis noted that the full background of the pilot program is provided at the end of the 
presentation. (See Pages 15 through 30 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Lewis explained that a task force was appointed in 2015 to analyze data related to poverty 
and school information that determined 36% of the children in Mesa are enrolled in an Early 
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Learning curriculum versus the National average of 50%.  She stated that the task force met with 
kindergarten and pre-school teachers, counselors, and non-profits and determined that families 
need support, including education for parents on kindergarten readiness.  She noted that the task 
force wanted to ensure that the Mesa K-Ready program will ultimately be owned and supported 
by the community. (See Page 3 of Attachment 1) 
 
Dr. Foley pointed out that kindergarten readiness is a multi-faceted complex issue. (See Page 4 
of Attachment 1) She stated that for the academic piece, MPS would have staff reporting on the 
progress of the academic components as well as the assessment and data information.   

  
Ms. Lewis added that the City will supplement the pilot program with existing programs through 
the Libraries, Parks and Recreation, Museums, and the Mesa Arts Center (MAC).  She noted that 
Mesa United Way has offered additional administrative and professional support through their 
AmeriCorps and Vista Volunteers Programs and the Chamber of Commerce will represent the 
business community.   
 
Dr. Foley stated that the Mesa K-Ready pilot program would run from January 2018 through May 
2018 and include 50 families at or below the federal poverty level; would be issued a pre-loaded 
tablet with an early learning management system called Miss Humblebees Academy; be 
supported by teacher mentors, and provided with pre and post assessments.  (See Page 5 of 
Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Lewis thanked T-Mobile for providing free tablets and low-cost Wi-Fi service for the pilot 
program.  She pointed out that the program will include connections to social services for families 
that would include: health screenings, access to job readiness, and dental assistance.  She stated 
that Mayor Giles and Dr. Michael Cowan, MPS Superintendent, and other members of the 
community will complete the program fundraising.    
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Thompson, Dr. Foley replied that the pre and 
post assessments are standardized tests that assess literacy, numeracy, and fine and gross 
motor skills.   
 
Ms. O’Donnell emphasized that economic development is critical since an educated workforce is 
the number one factor that companies consider when looking to expand or relocate.  She noted 
that companies look at educational attainment in cities and pointed out that Mesa is behind 
compared to other East Valley Cities.  She stated that by 2020 two-thirds of the jobs in Arizona 
will require some post-secondary education; that if Mesa has fewer students ready for 
kindergarten there will be fewer students graduating high school and pursuing post-secondary 
education; and that the result would be fewer Mesa residents participating in Arizona’s workforce.  
She pointed out that the pilot program is a long-term workforce development strategy.  (See Page 
6 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. O’Donnell explained that increased prosperity includes a community’s per capita income and 
displayed a graph of East Valley communities which shows that Mesa is at the bottom compared 
to surrounding communities.  She indicated that the goal is to help children escape the cycle of 
poverty, become members of the City’s skilled workforce, and create a positive economic impact. 
(See Page 7 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Lewis stated that between June and August 2018 staff will re-evaluate the pilot program and 
update Council on a phased-in full scale program in Fall 2018.  (See Page 11 of Attachment1) 
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Ms. Lewis reported that the pilot program has raised $130,000 for funding and has more 
opportunities on sponsorships and grants.    
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Thompson, Ms. Lewis replied that staff has 
built a social services aspect into the pilot program, in order to fully engage the family in the early 
learning process.   
 
Councilmember Thompson emphasized that he believes this type of project is better served by 
the educational community and the State Legislature. 
 
Mayor Giles invited Mark Young, Mesa United Way President/CEO, Sally Harrison, Chamber of 
Commerce President/CEO, and Dr. Michael Cowan, MPS Superintendent to speak about their 
roles as partners in this pilot program. 
 
Ms. Harrison stated that the Chamber of Commerce supports education and understands the 
importance of economic development, especially when businesses look at relocating to Mesa.  
She pointed out that the Chamber of Commerce will advocate for the pilot program to the 
members for financial support.   
 
Mr. Young commented that Mesa United Way believes that education is the long-term fix for 
poverty and has supported early childhood programs in the past.  He confirmed that they are 
committed to supporting the pilot program through AmeriCorps and the Vista Volunteers Program 
as well as finding other partners in the community.  He confirmed that $10,000 from individuals 
supporting the program has been allocated.   
 
Dr. Cowan reported that children are entering kindergarten with minimal skills as well as deficit 
capacities, specifically children living in poverty.  He noted that MPS does not receive funding for 
pre-kindergarten education and emphasized the importance of equipping children with basic 
educational skills and abilities.  He added that national and state research indicates that children 
that are not provided the correct skills never catch up to their peers. He explained that educating 
parents on why their children should be in a Pre-Kindergarten program is essential for children to 
succeed.      
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Thompson, Dr. Cowan replied that he has 
reached out to Legislators, Governor, State Superintendent, and the State Board of Education 
requesting funding for Pre-Kindergarten.  He stated that they do not have the funding and pointed 
out that 80% of the educational funding has been cut across the State of Arizona.   
 
Deanna Villanueva-Saucedo, a Mesa resident spoke in support of the pilot program and 
emphasized the need for this type of program.  She stated that many families do not have the 
opportunity or access to send their children to high-quality early education programs and stated 
the opinion that all Mesa families want their children to be successful. She pointed out that other 
communities are stepping up and looking at this issue.  She added that the City of Tempe has 
allocated $3 million to early childhood education.  She reported that her work has been about 
connecting communities to education and is proud that the City is starting to take a look at this 
same issue.   
 
Vice Mayor Luna pointed out that MPS will be the lead on the pilot program and that the City is 
supporting the program through the libraries, local businesses, and social service agencies. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council to move forward with the Mesa K-Ready pilot program.  
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Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation. 
   
3. Acknowledge receipt of minutes of various boards and committees. 
 

3-a. Public Safety Committee meeting held on October 12, 2017. 
 
3-b. Human Relations Advisory Board meeting held on September 27, 2017. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Glover seconded by Councilmember Thompson, that receipt of 
the above-listed minutes be acknowledged.  

                        Carried unanimously. 
 
4. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended.  

 
Vice Mayor Luna:    Mesa Latino Town Hall and Dia de los Muertos Festival 
 
Councilmember Thompson: District 6 Spooky Halloween Trunk or Treat and Trick or 

Treat on Main Street 
 
Mayor Giles: Make a Difference Day  
 
Councilmember Freeman: Lisc Phoenix 
 
The following are upcoming events reported by Council: 
 
Friday, November 3, 2017, 5:00 p.m. – Mesa Food Truck Fridays 
 
Saturday, November 4, 2017, 8:00 a.m. – Meet Councilmember Francisco Heredia 

 
Saturday, November 4, 2017, 10:00 a.m. – Downtown Mesa Festival of the Arts                                                                                                                  
 
Saturday, November 4, 2017, 4:00 p.m. – Getting Arizona Involved in Neighborhoods (G.A.I.N.) 
 
Cardon Children’s Medical Center Toy Drive through November 29, 2017 
 

5. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 
Saturday, November 4, 2017, 9:00 a.m. – Greenfield Park Grand Opening 
 
Monday, November 6, 2017, 5:15 p.m. – Study Session 
 
Monday, November 6, 2017, 5:45 p.m. – Regular Council Meeting 
 

6. Adjournment. 
  

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 8:31 a.m. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 2nd day of November, 2017. I further certify that the 
meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
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access to early learning.  

G
ap to achieve 50%

 participation

W
H

E
R

E
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E
 A

R
E

 T
O

D
A

Y.

11,000 (2015 census est.)

5,500

2,750

1,980

770 (A
pprox. G

oal = 1,000)
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IN
C

R
E

A
SE

D
:

K
indergarten readiness

T
hird grade reading scores; Eighth grade m

ath scores.
H

igh school graduation rates, higher education 
attainm

ent and m
edian incom

es.

R
E

D
U

C
E

D
:

Early education intervention resources
Social service needs
Poverty rates
C

rim
e
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
By 2020, tw

o-thirds of A
Z

 jobs w
ill require som

e 
post-secondary education or specialized training.


H

ow
 w

ill M
esa com

pete now
 and in the future in 

attracting com
panies, in attracting high paying jobs?


Early C

hildhood Education and Enrichm
ent is an 

im
portant com

ponent to a com
prehensive w

orkforce 
developm

ent strategy. 
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Q
uality E

arly 
Learning Leads 
to a Successful 
C

om
m

unity and 
a Strong 
E

conom
y.

90%
O

f child’s 
brain 
develops 
before age 
5.
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PA
T

H
 FO
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A

R
D

–
C

IT
Y

’S FO
C

U
S

Post 
Secondary

Skills/Trades

K
-

12
E

arly 
C

hildhood 
E

ducation &
 

E
nrichm

ent

M
esa K

-
R

eady
M

esa C
ounts on C

ollege

Q
uality E

arly Learning Leads to a 
Successful C

om
m

unity and a Strong 
E

conom
y.

B
y 2020, tw

o-thirds of jobs w
ill require 

degree or specialized training.
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