
 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
March 11, 2021 
 
The Community and Cultural Development Committee of the City of Mesa met via a virtual format 
streamed into the lower-level meeting room of the Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on March 11, 
2021 at 9:25 a.m.  
 
COMMITTEE PRESENT COMMITTEE ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 
   
Francisco Heredia, Chairman* None Christopher Brady 

Natalie Lewis 
Jennifer Duff*  Dee Ann Mickelsen 
David Luna*  Alfred Smith 
   

(*Council participated in the meeting through the use of video conference equipment.) 
 

Chairman Heredia conducted a roll call. 
 
1. Items from citizens present. 
 

 There were no items from citizens present. 
    
2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss, and provide funding recommendations for the Fiscal Year 

2021/2022 and prior years’ funding for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME 
Investment Partnerships (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and Human Services 
Programs. 
 
Chairman Heredia provided a brief overview of the funding received from Mesa CARES during 
the pandemic. He stated the funds were used for residents, small businesses, and non-profits. 
He shared his gratitude toward the members of the Housing and Community Development 
Advisory Board (HCDAB) for all of their hard work reviewing applications, scoring, discussing 
and providing recommendations to the City Council during the pandemic. He also thanked the 
Mesa non-profits and organizations.  

 
Community Services Director Ruth Giese introduced Housing and Community Development 
Administrator Justin Boyd who displayed a Power Point presentation. (See Attachment 1) She 
stated the presentation will review the Federal Funding recommendations for Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and HOME Investment 
Partnerships (HOME), along with the funding for the Human Services Program. She mentioned 
the annual funding process began with a first annual kickoff meeting to review what the 
Council’s priorities are, the process of submitting applications, and technical training sessions. 
She noted the applications were submitted between October 20, 2020 to November 24, 2020.   
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Ms. Giese provided a brief summary of the total funding allocations for each funding source. 
(See Pages 2 and 3 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Boyd outlined the tentative funding allocations and reported six agencies would receive 15% 
of the CDBG Public Services.  (See Pages 4 and 5 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Boyd shared the recommended allocations for the HOME Investment Partnership program 
and ESG. (See Pages 6 and 7 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Boyd concluded with the Human Services Funding and stated the recommendation is to 
fund 14 agencies for a total of $520,000. (See Pages 8 and 9 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Giese completed the presentation by reviewing the next steps of the tentative funding 
approval process. (See Page 10 of Attachment 1) 
 
In response to a question from Committeemember Luna, Ms. Giese stated she does not 
anticipate additional funding in the Human Services category, however, due to the relief funding 
and CDBG-CV funding, the City has until the end of 2022 to assist resident priorities through 
agencies impacted by COVID-19. 
 
Committeemember Luna expressed concerns about the needs within the community, because 
not all organizations and agencies are receiving funding.  
 
Jackie Taylor, a representative for Save the Family commented Save the Family’s transitional 
shelter project was not recommended for the General Fund dollars but was approved for ESG 
funding. She added because Save the Family did not receive General Fund money the 
unfunded program will be severely impacted. She requested reconsideration of the application 
submission to be recommended for funding. 
 
In response to multiple questions from Committeemember Duff, Mr. Boyd explained the 
activities will be different since ESG is a federal program which has additional responsibilities. 
He mentioned the Human Services Funding is a combination of Human Services funding and 
ABC Funds through the donations of the utility donation program which is a completely different 
variable with that activity. He noted the difference in the program for the Human Services 
Funding request from Save the Family would specifically be for their Emergency Shelter 
program, whereas the ESG Funds would be used for the Rapid Rehousing Program. 
 

 In response to a question from Committeemember Duff, Ms. Taylor explained the Rapid 
Rehousing program provides housing to a different level of client. She continued by stating the 
Human Services funding request would support emergency transitional housing that serves the 
chronically homeless. She added the ESG dollars dedicated to Rapid Rehousing cannot be 
used in the emergency transitional housing program. She commented the funding for the 
Human Services program pays for case management and also supports a portion of the 
supportive wrap around services that help families achieve a higher level of self-sufficiency.  

 
In response to multiple questions from Chairman Heredia, Ms. Giese clarified if the Committee 
approves the recommendations with modifications or as stated, the next step would be to bring 
the recommendations forward to Council on March 25, 2021.  
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Michael Hughes, A New Leaf, Chief Executive Officer commented his organization has received 
funding for a number of years and expressed concerns with not receiving a recommendation for 
funding when A New Leaf had scored higher than most other agencies being funded. He added 
another concern is when the COVID dollars run out, how will A New Leaf sustain current 
programs. 

 
Discussion ensued relative to the allocation disbursement of CDBG and ESG dollars from the 
General Fund and why the City cannot fund all the larger higher scoring funding requests. 

 
Mr. Brady explained the large organizations that did not get funded in the General Fund this 
year have received the largest portion of funds from MesaCARES. He stated the City provided 
funds to the larger organizations because of how quickly they could move dollars in such a short 
period of time.  

 
Deputy City Manager Natalie Lewis commented MesaCARES provided funding to many of the 
larger community partners during the pandemic. She stated the City has approximately eight to 
nine million dollars in pending Coronavirus funding for both Homeless Services and CDBG 
services and staff is looking for infrastructure and long-term solutions. She mentioned there will 
be an additional $5,700,000 from the Rescue Fund that is dedicated to Homeless and 
Emergency services, which will allow for other community partners to receive funding. She 
shared at the end of the day the City is trying to find a way to help some of the organizations 
that do not have capacity for Federal funding.  

 
In response to a question from Chairperson Heredia, Ms. Lewis mentioned the process for 
additional funding is still being determined. She stated once funding is determined, staff will 
reach out to agencies to provide the City with proposals. 

 
In response to a question from Committeemember Duff, Mr. Brady explained the City is waiting 
for direction and guidelines from the Federal Government on how and where the money can be 
spent. He shared the City is looking for more legacy projects and opportunities to establish 
investments in areas that will continue beyond the next six months. He noted when direction 
and guidelines are received there will be a plan presented to Council.  

 
It was moved by Committeemember Duff, seconded by Committeemember Luna, that funding 
recommendations for Fiscal Year 2021/22 be approved and forwarded to the full Council for 
action. 

 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 

 
AYES – Heredia-Duff-Luna 
NAYS – None  
 

 Carried unanimously. 
 

Chairperson Heredia thanked staff for the presentation. 
 
3. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Community 
and Cultural Development Committee meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 11th day of 
March 2021. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
        DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
 
jg 
(attachments – 1) 
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