
Certificates
of 
Appropriateness

Historic Preservation Board 

October 06, 2020



as a Certified Local Government...

…Mesa is required to have a codified review 
process for projects in designated historic districts.

*

Certified Local Government Historic Preservation Program in Arizona, Arizona State Parks, 1995.*



Mesa Zoning Ordinance 11-74-3: 
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

Chapter 74: 
Establishes uniform 
procedures for the 
designation and 
regulation of historic 
landmarks and historic 
overlay districts 



Including but not limited to…

Additions

Awnings/canopies

Carports/garages

Decks

Doors/door frames

Driveways

Exterior walls/fencing

Fire escapes

Exterior stairs/elevators

Parapet walls

Pools/pool cages

Porches/balconies

Roofs/skylights

Windows

Siding

Signs

and…painting of historically unpainted surfaces

In connection with 
any building, 
structure, or site 
included in a HD or 
HL overlay district 
(or proposed!)

Changes, 
installation, 
alteration, new 
construction, or 
rehabilitation

MZO 11-74-3.A



What you submit matters

- Online application form

- Photographs of current 
conditions

- Dimensioned site plan

- Dimensioned elevations, if 
applicable

- Color palette

- Project narrative

MZO 11-74-3.B



Review procedures

1. Understand project scope

2. Research

3. Site visit

4. Use and interpret Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 

of Historic Properties

5. Consult Historic Homes of Mesa

6. Review for compliance with Mesa Zoning Ordinance

7. Provide comments and redlines within 10 business days

MZO 11-74-3.C



Award!

MZO 11-74-3.C

Applicants are obligated to execute the project 

according to plans approved in Certificate of 

Appropriateness application.

Certificates of Appropriateness are effective for 2 

years unless a building permit is active.

Building permits may be applied for after 

Certificate of Appropriateness is awarded.



not out of the ordinary
MZO 11-74-3.D

Ordinary maintenance and repairs do not need a 

Certificate of Appropriateness.

PROVIDED!

It does not change any: materials

design

historic features

OK TO!
replace in-kind

paint historic materials which are 

currently painted



APPEAL BODY

MZO 11-74-5 and 11-77-4

The Historic Preservation Board acts as the appeal body for the Historic Preservation Officer. 

APPEALS MAY BE:

- Filed by applicant, 
property owner, or any 
aggrieved person

APPEALS SHALL BE:

- Filed in writing within 15 
calendar days after the 
date of the action being 
appealed

THE HPB:

- Conducts public meeting 
to review application and 
appeal materials

AND:

- Makes a decision

OR:

- Return case to HPO to 
“cure a deficiency in the 
record or proceedings”

1. Approve

2. Approve with 
conditions

3. Deny

DECISIONS


