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Intro to:

The Secretary 

of the Interior’s 

Standards for 

the Treatment 

of Historic 

Properties



the NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT1966

ESTABLISHES:

National Register of Historic 

Places

State Historic Preservation 

Offices

Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation

Certified Local Governments

AND:

Designates the Secretary of the 

Interior to regulate historic 

preservation at the federal 

level.



the STANDARDS IN MESA

Mesa 

Zoning

Ordinance
and

The Standards

for project

review



the STANDARDS 

01 New use in an old building

02 Keep important features 

and spaces

03 No fake history

04 Keep significant layers

05 Keep important materials 

and techniques

06 If it’s gone, replace in kind



the STANDARDS 

07 Clean carefully

08 Archaeology in place

09 The same, but different

10 Make it reversible



the FOUR TREATMENTS 

PRESERVATION

RESTORATION

REHABILITATION

RECONSTRUCTION



01 PRESERVATION

− Apply measures 

necessary to 
sustain existing 

form, materials, 

and integrity.

− Ongoing 

maintenance 

and repair.

− Limited necessary 

upgrades without 

new construction.

− Retention of 

greatest amount 

of historic fabric.



02 REHABILITATION

− Create 

compatible use 
through repair, 

alterations, and 

additions.

− Preserve portions 

and features that 

convey historic 

and cultural 

value.

− Need to alter 

and add for 
changes over 

time.

− Adaptive reuse



03 RESTORATION

− Accurately depict 

property from a 

particular time 

period.

− Remove features 

from other periods 

and reconstruct 

missing features.

− Limited to necessary 

upgrades.

− Important to denote 

a period of 
significance.



04 RECONSTRUCTION

− Recreate a non-

surviving building 

through new 

construction.

− Utilize new materials 

to closely match 

historic.

− Use for interpretation.



but HOW DO WE CHOOSE A TREATMENT?

01 SIGNIFICANCE

Level of importance at a 
local, state, or national 

level. 

02 CONDITION

The amount of historic 
fabric and features still 

intact.

03 PROPOSED USE

Finding balance 

between effective new 

use and impacting 

historic character.

04 REGULATIONS

Sensitive design to 

treatment comply with 

code and regulations. 



standards for REHABILITATION

01 Historical or new use 

with minimal change to 

distinctive features

02 Preserve historic 

character

03 Avoid false history or 

conjecture

04 Preserve changes 

over time 

05 Preserve distinctive 

materials and 

craftsmanship

06 Repair or replace in-

kind

07 Clean and treat 

gently

08 Preserve archaeology 

in place or mitigate

09 Differentiate new work 

but make it compatible

10 Make new work 

reversible
ADAPTIVE 

REUSE



NPS PRESERVATION BRIEFS

− Recognize and 
resolve common 

problems

− Recommend 

methods consistent 

with historic 

character

− Consistent with the 

Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards

Roofing

Masonry repair

Adobe/rammed earth

Terra-cotta

Wooden/steel windows

Storefronts

New additions

Concrete/stucco

Interiors

Barns

HVAC

Historic signs

Accessibility

Cultural landscapes

Lightening protection



beyond THE STANDARDS

The Standards are a 

guide, but not the only 

way to do historic 

preservation…

HERITAGE 

NEIGHBORHOODS

THE NILE


