
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
January 11, 2018 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on January 11, 2018 at 7:31 a.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles  
David Luna 
Mark Freeman 
Christopher Glover 
Francisco Heredia 
Kevin Thompson 
Jeremy Whittaker 
 

None Christopher Brady 
Dee Ann Mickelsen 
Jim Smith 
 

Mayor Giles excused Councilmember Heredia from the beginning of the meeting; he arrived at 7:34 a.m. 
 
1-a. Hear a presentation, discuss, and provide direction on a proposed decorative tree lighting policy. 
 

Transportation Director RJ Zeder introduced Deputy Director of Engineering Erik Guderian and 
Deputy Director of Field Operations Gordon Haws, and displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See 
Attachment 1) related to providing direction on a proposed decorative tree lighting policy.  
 
Mr. Zeder advised the Transportation Department was asked to create a decorative tree lighting 
policy.  He provided examples of past decorative tree lighting projects. (See Pages 2 and 3 of 
Attachment 1)   
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Thompson, Mr. Zeder pointed out that one 
of the review criteria in the suggested policy is to bring any requests for decorative tree lighting 
through the budget process, which would give Council the opportunity to decide if there is value 
in the request.  He added that another option is to no longer provide decorative lighting at the 
City’s expense.   
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Glover, Mr. Haws advised the cost to install 
decorative tree lighting at the Hilton Hotel was $80,000 and the cost for the EVIT project was 
approximately $108,000.   
 
City Manager Christopher Brady advised if a policy is not implemented and a request is submitted 
it will be sent to the Council for consideration.  He added that past requests were considered on 
an individual basis as there was no policy in place.   
 
Councilmember Whittaker suggested that the standard be set that the City will not pay for 
installation of decorative tree lighting on private property.   



Study Session 
January 11, 2018 
Page 2 
 
 

 
Mayor Giles stated the opinion that decorative tree lighting is attractive for the City and the best 
option is to take each request as it comes.  
 
Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation. 

 
1-b. Hear a presentation, discuss, and provide direction on proposed modifications to the speed hump 

policy. 
 

Transportation Director RJ Zeder introduced Deputy Director of Engineering Erik Guderian and 
Deputy Director of Field Operations Gordon Haws, and displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See 
Attachment 2) related to providing direction on proposed modifications to the speed hump policy.   
 
Mr. Zeder advised over the last couple of months there has been a lot of discussion regarding the 
City’s current policy on speed humps and cushions in neighborhoods.  He explained the largest 
part of the conversation involved the petition process and expanding the survey area.     
 
Mr. Zeder identified the common traffic calming requests that are submitted.  He pointed out that 
the Transportation Department receives a lot of requests for installation of stop signs in 
neighborhoods and staff spends a fair amount of time educating citizens that the primary purpose 
of stop signs is not traffic control, but to regulate the flow of vehicles at intersections.  He explained 
that driver feedback signs are radar signs posted throughout the City that provide a driver the 
speed limit on that roadway and their actual speed.  (See Page 2 of Attachment 2)  
 
Mr. Zeder commented that if a petition fails, driver feedback signs are installed on the street, 
which gives drivers some measure on the speed they are driving through neighborhoods. 
 
Councilmember Freeman stated the opinion that the decision making should be more democratic 
and supports the proposed process.   
 
Mayor Giles commented that traffic calming devices are necessary for the safety of citizens and 
the proposed process was well thought out with good modifications.        
 
It was moved by Vice Mayor Luna, seconded by Councilmember Glover, that staff’s modifications 
to the speed hump policy be approved. 

Carried unanimously. 
 

1-c. Hear a presentation, discuss, and provide direction on a proposed pedestrian hybrid beacon 
policy. 
 
Transportation Director RJ Zeder introduced Deputy Director of Engineering Erik Guderian and 
Deputy Director of Field Operations Gordon Haws, and displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See 
Attachment 3) related to providing direction on a proposed pedestrian hybrid beacon policy. 
 
Mr. Zeder stated the Transportation Department will periodically receive requests for installation 
of Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons (PHB), also known as a High Intensity Activated Crosswalk 
(HAWK). 
 
Mr. Zeder advised it is being proposed that if a request meets the minimum threshold for 
installation that the request be brought through the budget process for Council input and that the 
department is setting aside funds for one installation each year.   
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In response to a question posed by City Manager Christopher Brady, Mr. Zeder advised the last 
installation of a PHB cost $225,000.  He pointed out that one of the larger expenses for this type 
of project is the potential of having to extend power to the area, as well as any sidewalk 
modifications that are required on both sides of the street.   
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Freeman, Mr. Zeder pointed out that there 
are two existing signals, one on Brown Road and one on Sossaman Road, that would not meet 
the current criteria for installation.   
 
Mr. Guderian clarified that the Transportation Department looked at the eight existing locations, 
noted the successful locations, and used that information to develop the scoring criteria.  
 
Mr. Zeder advised that as future path projects are proposed, installing a PHB at those locations 
will be considered as any location where citizens might need to cross arterial streets is a good 
place to consider a signal installation.   
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Whittaker, Mr. Zeder advised the 
Transportation Department has the ability to track the number of times a citizen pushes the button 
to cross, however there are times when citizens don’t push the button and simply cross when it is 
safe to do so.     
 
In response to a question posed by Councilmember Whittaker, Mr. Guderian stated that it is more 
cost effective to use a traditional power source for the signals, as opposed to using solar batteries 
because the batteries would need to be replaced every three to five years.  
 
At the request of Mayor Giles, Mr. Zeder provided the sequence of events for drivers once a 
pedestrian pushes the button to cross at a PHB; the traffic light turns to a solid red and drivers 
must stop. After approximately 7 to 10 seconds the solid red light turns to a flashing red light and 
if the path is clear a driver can proceed. 
 
Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Glover, seconded by Councilmember Thompson, that the 
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon Policy be approved. 

Carried unanimously. 
 

2. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended.  
 
Mayor Giles and Vice Mayor Luna:  Sprouts Ribbon-Cutting  
 

3. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 
Monday, January 15, 2018, 11:00 a.m. – Martin Luther King Parade  
 
Thursday, January 18, 2018, 9:00 a.m. – The Rise of Mesa’s Innovation District at the Mesa Arts 
            Center 
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4. Convene Executive Session. 
 

It was moved by Vice Mayor Luna, seconded by Councilmember Freeman, that the Study Session 
adjourn at 8:08 a.m. and the Council enter into an Executive Session. 
 
          Carried Unanimously. 
 
4-a Discussion or consultation for legal advice with the City Attorney. (A.R.S. §38-431.03A 3)) 

Discussion or consultation with designated representatives of the City in order to consider 
the City’s position and instruct the City’s representatives regarding negotiations for the 
purchase, sale, or lease of real property. (A.R.S. §38-431.03A (7)) Discussion or 
consultation with the City Attorney in order to consider the City’s position and instruct the 
City Attorney regarding the City’s position regarding  contracts that are the subject of 
negotiations. (A.R.S. §38-431.03A(4))  

 
1. Acquisition of two parcels of land (approximately 4.2 acres) in the 2000 block of East 

Lehi Road, between the Red Mountain 202 Freeway and Lehi Road.   
 

5. Adjournment. 
  

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 8:43 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 

JOHN GILES, MAYOR 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 11th day of January 2018. I further certify that the meeting 
was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 
 
 
 

        
    _______________________________ 

DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
mh 
(Attachments – 3)  
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