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Mesa’s Current Open Data Platform

“What Works Cities” partnership initiated the development of Mesa’s 
data governance policy and open data portal 

Establishment of Open Data Leadership Board and formation of open 
data technical team

Current platform has been in place since March 2016.  Contract ends 
March 2018
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Mesa’s 
Current 

Open Data 
Portal
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Mesa’s 
Current 
Council 
Priority
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Mesa’s 
Current 
Dataset 

View
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Open Data Enhancement
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Creation of a portal that 
encourages citizen interaction and 

provides easy access to and 
maintenance of City data

Selection process for a new tool is 
currently underway to enhance the City’s  

open data portal

Further establishment of protocols 
and policies for the identification 

and use of City data, both 
internally and externally

Establishment of a 
Data Program Manager



Key Desired Outcomes of Project

Automate publishing and updating of data to 
ensure current data is available

Improve ease of use in accessing, using and 
analyzing City open data

Continue to foster civic engagement, 
collaboration and public trust

Enhance data-driven decision making

Cross departmental team identified goals of open data program, evaluated 
current software platform and determined need for a more robust system 
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Proposed Platform: Socrata Hosted System
The recommended contract includes a support/implementation 
plan and four system modules

Open Budget 
(Comparison of budget to 

actuals)

Open Expenditures 
(Checkbook style 

transactional data)

Perspectives
(On-line story telling)

Blueprint
(Support/Education)

Publica Open Data Cloud
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Blueprint

• Assists the City to create a sustainable data 
program

• Includes: Consulting, Education and Support

Publica Open Data Cloud

• Open Data Cloud: City data sets are hosted on a 
cloud-based platform

• Users can create charts, maps, dashboards, etc
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Socrata
Blueprint 
Maturity 
Model
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Publica
Open Data 

Cloud 
Example
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Publica Open Data Cloud Example
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Perspectives Example Creation and publication of on-line stories 
around the data

Allows for text narration of visualizations 
and the imbedding of third-party content
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Open Expenditures Example
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Open 
Expenditures  

Spending Summary
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Open 
Expenditures 
Checkbook View
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Open 
Budget 

Example
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Goals for March/April Go-live

Conversion and placement of current 
data sets on Socrata platform

Story created for one Council 
Priority as an example

Financial Transparency
Live with Open Expenditures 

and Open Budget
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Thank you
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