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Residential Grass-to-Xeriscape
Landscape Incentive

« In 2007, staff created this program to promote water conservation and to
reduce the amount of grass in Mesa

« $500 for removing at least 500 square feet of living, healthy grass

« Required a minimum of 50 percent coverage by low water use plantsin
the grass conversion area
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REQUIREMENTS AND ELIGIBILITY TO QUALIFY

Read tese uideines it fifog st your eation
I m = applicant mast b the current owner of 2 ngl:—hmily home and 2 City of Mesa water customer.
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rojec e that take place withau st approval of the City of Mesa.
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rage coverage of 70 percent.




2019 Update #1 — Trees are Cool

*  Many participants were not including frees in their
conversion designs

+ Trees are Cool was created as an additional incentive
to participants in the Grass-to-Xeriscape program for
adding trees

« One tree was an additional $50 or $75 for two trees
* Low water use trees save water compared with grass

+ Trees could be anywhere on the property to receive
the incentive

« Supports the new citywide tree planting initiative
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2019 Update #2 —
Enhanced Concepfs

SAVE WATER

CREATE SHADE

CLEANER AIR
FROM PLANTS

PROVIDE
WILDLIFE HABITAT

Not a “rebate” anymore - it is now an
“incentive,” designed to encourage
certain requirements for environmental
benefits

Promotion of sustainability goals
» Creating shade

* Improving air quality

» Provide wildlife habitat

Added survey to discover motivations to
better tailor promotion



2019 Update #3 —
Online Questionnaire

+ To improve efficiency and create greater
understanding, staff created an online
questionnaire that must be answered
before applying.
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2 *  New analytics on how many people are
filling out the questionnaire, and what
their responses are




2023 Update — Increased Incentive

» Two parficipation levels

v 500 — 999 sq ft of grass removed = $750

v 1,000+ sq ft of grass = $1,000 S ' T 7 vears
Trees are Cool - $50 for one tfree, $100 for two




Resources for Customers

Online assistance

« Low water use plant selection
« Understanding Xeriscape

« Tree installation

+  Watering schedules

* Design tips

* Grassremoval

SUCCULENTS

Personalized email to every customer at every stage

 New application received

« Firstinspection complete

* Responding to customer questions (there are generally mcnyl)
* Finalinspection and payment information

SHRUBS




Motivations for Applying for
Grass-to-Xeriscape Landscape Incentive
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Increased Participation

Total Grass-to-Xeriscape Landscape Incentive Activity
(Residential)
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Increased Participation

Number of People Participating in Online
Questionnaire

*Promotion of
Increased Incentive
Amounts

*Declared Shortage
Stage One
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Residential Results By the Numbers

Since 2007, more than 500 homes have completed their conversions
More than 466,000 square feet of grass have been removed (10.7 acres)
Estimated cumulative savings of 71,000,000 gallons of water

Since 2019, 120 trees have been planted




Commercial/HOA/Non-Residentidl
Incentive Opftions

Up tfo $12,500
Grass-to-Xeriscape Landscape Incentive
Irrigation Equipment Incentive

Commercial




Commercial/HOA Grass Removal

*  Minimum of 10,000 sq ft of grass
« Similar requirements to residential program

Use our incentive to remove grass in those non-functional areas.




Commercial/HOA/Non-Residential
Imgation Efficiency
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FLOW SENSOR

« Smart Controllers - High Efficiency Nozzles
» Flow Sensors  Valve Pressure Regulators
* Rain Sensors * Pressure Regulating Heads 14



Commercial/HOA/Non-Residential
Results By the Numbers

« 2010 -2018: federal grant money
= 351,000 square feet of grass removed
» 7 participants in the irrigation equipment program
= 20 HOAS, 2 non-profits, 6 apartment communities, 3 businesses participated

« 2019 - present: City budget

58,000 square feet of grass removed

2 participants in the irrigation equipment program
4 HOAs participated

Estimated annual water savings: 928,000 gallons

* |ncreased interest in 2023

= Since January, inquiries from more than 20
non-residential customers

= 4 active applications
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