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Background – Design Guidelines
Historic Preservation Design Guidelines -2001
• Two locally-designated Historic Districts

• 218-page document includes several topics not regulated by the MZO

• Hard copy document

New historic preservation design guidelines reflect changing historic 

resources
• Six of Mesa's eight locally-designated Historic Districts added since 2001

• Eight of Mesa’s eleven locally-designated Historic Landmarks added since 2001

New guidelines can be printed, but will exist primarily as a digital 

document
• Wider Distribution

• PDF format allows for key word searches and embedded links improve user-

friendliness



Purpose – Design Guidelines
• Provides guidance for planning, designing, and undertaking 

improvements to Mesa’s historic properties
• Used by property owners/designers/contractors

• Improve the design quality of future developments and growth

• Assist City staff and the HPB in decision making
• Establishes a basis for determining the appropriateness of construction 

projects

• Increase the overall public awareness of Mesa’s historic resources

• Protect property values in the districts by discouraging poorly-designed 

and inappropriate projects



Design Guidelines Organization
Chapter 1 – Introduction

Chapter 2 – Certificates of Appropriateness

Chapter 3 – Guidelines for Preservation, Restoration & Rehabilitation

Chapter 4 – Guidelines for Additions & New Construction

Chapter 5 – Historic Building Types & Architectural Styles

Chapter 6 – Historic Districts & Historic Landmarks

Appendices 

A - Architectural Definitions 



• Describes the purpose for creating the 

document

• Outlines the many uses for the document 

including:

 Who should use it?...When?...and 

How should it be used?

• Process Flow Chart

• Help residents understand the 

process for different improvements

Chapter 1 - Introduction



Chapter 2 - Certificates of Appropriateness
• Explains which projects require a COA and which do 

not

• Lists examples of project scopes that do require a 

Certificate of Appropriateness

• Explains COAs are not needed for properties 

exclusively on the National Register of Historic Places

• Encourages the use of the guidelines for non-locally-

designated properties

• Explains relationship to City Code

• Contains information on US Secretary of the Interior 

Standards for Rehabilitation 



Chapter 3 - Guidelines for Preservation,

Restoration & Rehabilitation
• Provides general principles for preservation & 

rehabilitation

• Provides Guidelines for the following topics:

 Character-Defining Features

 Materials and Finishes

 Windows

 Doors and Entries

 Porches, Decks, and Balconies

 Historic Roofs

 Exposed Foundations

 Landscaping and Fences

 Historic Signs



Chapter 4 - Guidelines for Additions & New 

Construction• Provides general principles for additions & new 

construction

• Provides Guidelines for the following topics:
 Addition Placement

 Addition Design

 New Construction Building Design

 Accessory Buildings and Accessory Dwelling Units

 Fences and Walls

 Roofs

 Dormers

 Doors and Windows

 Porches

 Mechanical Equipment

 Solar Panels

 New Signs on Historic Buildings



Chapter 5 - Historic Building Types and 

Architectural Styles

• Highlights common residential building 

types and architectural styles

• Each building type/style features a 

description and a list of typical features

• Photos of Mesa homes provided as 

illustrative examples of each building 

type/style



Chapter 6 - Historic Districts and Historic 

Landmarks
• Introduction describes Mesa’s Historic 

Resources

 Difference between properties on the 

local register versus national register

 How to find information on 

designating a property

• Brief description of the districts and 

landmarks  - historical development, 

building types, and defining features



Appendix A - Architectural Definitions

• Defines terms used in the 

guidelines

• Includes illustrations to help 

users understand terms within 

the document



Summary of SHPO Comments

• Grammatical errors

• Corrected 

• Errors in district descriptions, photos, maps

• Recommended revisions to descriptions made. Maps were verified to be correct. Photos to better 

reflect building form and architectural style were included.

• District maps are incorrect should show contributing versus noncontributing properties 

• Maps verified to be correct

• Lacks a description of Historic Preservation Program in Mesa

• Separate Historic Preservation Handbook in the process of being developed which speaks to the 

programs policies and procedures

• Historic districts do not include information about character defining features

• Additional descriptions added



Summary of SHPO Comments

• Definitions of Historic Landmarks don’t explain that they have a legal zoning overlay

• Explanation contained in Chapter 6 introduction 

• Comment in reference to a separate document made in relation to mid-century modern

• Description per HPB was included within the guidelines

• Focus entirely on residential building types

• City has few commercial designated building. Plans to address these resources in the future

• Excess of information on fences and wall but no info on height

• Height regulations governed by zoning ordinance

• Nowhere does the document recommend a professional experienced in historic preservation to 

work on projects

• Document contains recommendation in multiple places to obtain professional assistance and see 

consult the Historic Preservation Office with questions



Design Guideline Meetings to Date

• HPB Study Session - August 1, 2023

• Public Meeting - August 24, 2023

• HPB discussion – September 5, 2023

• HPB recommendation – October 3, 2023

• DRB recommendation – October 17, 2023



Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Planning & Zoning Board: 

Provide a recommendation that City Council adopt the Mesa 

Historic Preservation Design Guidelines



Design Guidelines


