
2021 Redistricting Commission
Recommendations – November 2021



Add a footer

Elaine Miner 
(Vice-Chair)

Deanna 
Villanueva-
Saucedo (Chair)

Jo Martin
Dr. 
Catherine 
Jiang

Greg Marek

2021 Redistricting Commission



• Paul Mitchell – Owner

• Kimi Shigetani – Chief
Administrative Office/ Mesa
Project Manager

• Chris Chaffee – Chief
Operations Officer

• Redistricting services for
over 70 cities, counties,
states and other districts

Redistricting Consultant

www.redistrictingpartners.com



Timeline
April 29, 2021
Redistricting 
Commission 
appointed by 

Mesa City 
Council

May – August 2021
Redistricting Commission 

begins meeting and 
hosting public hearings

August 2021
Federal Government delivers U.S. 

Census Data, delayed compared to 
prior decades due to the pandemic

October – November
Mesa Residents and 
City Council review 
recommended map 

September - October 2021
Redistricting Commission 
reviews community input, 
selects recommended map

November 15
City Council action 
on recommended 

map



Mesa City Charter - Requirements
The Commission adhered to requirements in 
the Mesa City Charter regarding redistricting, 
including:

• Nonpartisan
• District boundaries shall be substantially

equalized by geography and population
using U.S. decennial census data

• The redrawing of district boundaries
shall not remove the residence of an
incumbent Councilmember from the
district he was elected to represent
during his term in that office



Mesa City Charter - Process
• The Mesa Redistricting Commission adopted the

Recommended City Council District Boundaries map
• Mesa City Council will take action on the recommended map

November 15th

• If Council approves the recommended map, the map becomes
effective immediately

• If Council rejects the recommended map on November 15th,
the Redistricting Commission will reconvene to deliberate
• The Commission may or may not choose to alter the

recommended map
• Council will take action on the final recommended map

December 1st

• Council is obliged to approve the final recommended map



Best Practices
The Redistricting Commission utilized best practices and principles that 
have been used nationally and upheld by courts.

• Relatively equal size - people
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Follow city/county/local government boundaries
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function
• Consideration for communities covered by the federal Voting   

Rights   Act – Latinos, Asians, Native Americans, African 
Americans

• Maintain “communities of interest”



Communities of Interest
Identifying communities of interest helps bring people together for 
representation. There are many ways to define communities of interest:

• Neighborhoods and 
subdivisions

• Language/Ethnicity
• Urban or rural 

characteristics
• Common interests



Self-Defined Communities of Interest
The Commission encouraged Mesa residents 
to define/draw their own communities of 
interest using three critical questions:

• Does the community have a shared 
culture, characteristics, bonds?

• Is the community geographic in 
nature? Can it be mapped?

• Describe the community’s 
relationship with the City/City 
Council and how it is impacted by 
policy decisions made by City Council.



Community Outreach

• Seven public outreach meetings in August including one 
virtual meeting

• Redistricting webpage on the City’s website with multiple 
ways to submit feedback – an online form, an online mapping 
tool (DistrictR), communities of interest survey, email for 
community members to submit feedback

• 100+ survey responses with communities of interest feedback

• Public comment at Redistricting Commission meetings

• Sixteen maps drawn on DistrictR in addition to hand drawn 
maps submitted by the public



Communities of Interest

Place mat maps for the public to draw their own community of interest.



Balancing Interests – Recommended Map

The Commission worked to create a recommended map that 
adhered to national best practices, city charter requirements, 
and a variety of community input.



Recommended Map

The Recommended Map was the result of multiple iterations of draft 
maps distilling community feedback, public comment, and maps 
submitted via DistrictR. Key outcomes include:

• As few neighborhoods split as possible. Superstition Springs, 
Mesa Grande, Alta Mesa, Washington-Escobedo, Evergreen 
Historic District and C.A.N.D.O. were kept intact

• Unites the Historic Neighborhoods of the City into District 4

• District 6 is slightly under-populated to help account for the 
planned growth over the decade in this area of the city



2021 Redistricting Recommended District Map – With Overlay



2021 Redistricting Recommended District Map



District Deviation % Population

1 -2.9% -2,420

2 -1.6% -1,332

3 -0.1% -53

4 1.9% 1,593

5 5.2% 4,384

6 -2.6% -2,170

Deviation

Maximum Deviation of 
Recommended Map: 8.1% Deviation may be up to 10%
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