
City of Mesa | Design Review Board                                 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 
Virtual Platform 

57 East 1st Street 
4:30 PM 

 
A meeting of the Design Review Board was held at 4:30 p.m. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:    MEMBERS ABSENT:   

 Chair Scott Thomas 
 Vice Chair Dane Astle  
 Boardmember Paul Johnson 
 Boardmember Jeanette Knudsen  
 Boardmember Justin Trexler     

Boardmember Bell        
     
        

STAFF PRESENT:                             OTHERS PRESENT: 
Evan Balmer   
Cassidy Welch 
Joshua Grandlienard 
Emily Johnson 
Vanessa Felix  

 
 (* indicates Boardmember or staff participated in the meeting using audio 
 conference equipment)     
 
1 Call meeting to order. 
 

Chair Thomas welcomed everyone to the meeting at 4:30 PM. 
 
2 Consider the Minutes from the December 12, 2023 Design Review Board 

Meeting. 
 

A motion to approve the Minutes from the December 12, 2023, Design Review 
Board Meeting was made by Vice Chair Astle and seconded by Boardmember 
Knudsen. 
 
Vote: 6 – 0 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
AYES – Thomas – Astle – Johnson – Knudsen – Trexler – Bell 
NAYS – None 
ABSENT– None  
ABSTAINED – None 
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3 Discuss and take action on the following Design Review cases: 
 
3a DRB23-00300 - "Jerit Automation, Inc.” (District 6). Within the 7300 Block of 

South Atwood (west side). Located south of Pecos Road and west of Ellsworth 
Road. (0.9± acres). Design Review and Site Plan Review for an industrial 
building addition. 

 
 Staff planner Joshua Grandlienard presented the case.   
 See attached presentation.  
 
 A motion to approve case DRB23-00300 was made by Boardmember Johnson 

and seconded by Vice Chair Astle. 
 
Conditions of Approval: 

1. Compliance with the final site plan, elevations, and landscape plan submitted. 
2. Prior to issuance of a building permit, a lot combination shall be recorded with 

Maricopa County.  
3. Compliance with all City development codes and regulations. 
4. Compliance with all conditions of approval for Z06-093. 
5. Compliance with all requirements of Chapter 19 of the Zoning Ordinance including: 

a. Owner must execute the City’s standard Avigation Easement and Release for 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport prior to or concurrently with the recordation of 
the final subdivision map or the issuance of a building permit, whichever occurs 
first.  

b. Due to the proximity to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport, any proposed permanent 
or temporary structure, as required by the FAA, is subject to an FAA filing for 
review in conformance with CFR Title 14 Part 77 (Form 7460) to determine any 
effect to navigable airspace and air navigation facilities. A completed form with a 
response by the FAA must accompany any building permit application for 
structure(s) on the property.  

c. Prior to the issuance of any building permit, provide documentation by a 
registered professional engineer or registered professional architect 
demonstrating compliance with the noise level reductions required in Section 11-
19-5 of the Mesa Zoning Ordinance. 

d. Provide written notice to future property owners that the project is within 2 miles 
of Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport. 

6. Prior to issuance of a building permit, work with city staff to provide for additional 
treatment for the northern elevations to be consistent with the design of the overall 
proposal.  
 

Vote: 6 – 0 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
AYES – Thomas – Astle – Johnson – Knudsen – Trexler – Bell 
NAYS – None 
ABSENT– None  
ABSTAINED – None 
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4 Discuss and provide direction on the following Preliminary Design Review 

cases: * 
 
4a DRB22-01243 - "3200 Main Street Warehouse" (District 1). Within the 3200 

block of East Main Street. Located west of Val Vista Drive on the north side of 
Main Street. (2.0± acres). Design review for a maintenance and repair services 
business. 

 
Staff planner Evan Balmer presented the case.   

 See attached presentation. 
  

Staff planner Evan Balmer summarized the case: 
• The Design Review Board was complementary of the building 

architecture and the landscape design. 
 
4b DRB23-00614 - "810 S Country Club Dr." (District 4).  Within the 400 to 500 

blocks of West 8th Avenue (south side) and within the 800 block of South 
Country Club Drive (west side).  Located north of Southern Avenue and west of 
Country Club Drive. (2± acres).  Design review for a mini-storage facility.   

 
Staff planner Emily Johnson presented the case.   

 See attached presentation. 
  

Staff planner Emily Johnson summarized the case: 
• Attractive building for this brand and project type 

 
• The west elevation should have some more glazing or articulation 

since it is a three-story building, should be similar to the east elevation 
 

• Glazing over the loading zone on the west elevation could work 
 

• Glazing or articulation on the south elevation to use the same 
language as the north and east elevations 

 
• Going to be a very visible building 

 
• Overall, one or the other articulation or glazing ques from the north and 

east elevations should be used on the south and west 
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4c DRB23-00687 - "Gateway Commerce Center II" (District 6). Within the 7300 to 
7500 blocks of South Sossaman Road (west side). Located north of Germann 
Road on the west side of Sossaman Road. (28± acres). Design Review for an 
industrial development.  Duston Chisum, Deutsch Architecture Group, applicant; 
GCC II GP LLC, owner. 

 
Staff planner Evan Balmer presented the case.   

 See attached presentation. 
  

Staff planner Evan Balmer summarized the case: 
• Incorporate an element from Building A into Building B. The Board did 

not have a suggestion on the specific element to carry over to Building 
B, just something to bring more cohesion between the two buildings.  
 

• Include an additional amenity area between Buildings A and B  
 
 
5 Adjournment: Vice Chair Astle moved to adjourn the meeting and was 

seconded by Boardmember Johnson. Without objection, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:26 PM. 



DRB23-00300
Jerit Automation

January 9, 2024Josh Grandlienard, AICP Planner II



Request
• Site Plan Review and 

Design Review

• To allow for an 
industrial building 
addition



Location
• South of Pecos Road

• West of Ellsworth Road

• Within Gateway Airport 
Commerce Park



General Plan
Employment District

• Provide a wide range of 
employment opportunities in high 
quality settings



Zoning
• Light Industrial with a Planned Area 

Development overlay (LI-PAD)

• Proposed use is permitted in the 
Light Industrial zoning district

• Per Ord. No. 4654, the Design 
Review Board is required to review 
and approve all future 
development plans



Site Photo

Looking west from Atwood



Site Plan
• 15,037 sq. ft. building

• The site will be screened with 
an 8-foot-tall masonry wall

• Vehicular access to the site is 
provided from Atwood

• 41 parking spaces required; 42 
spaces provided



Landscape Plan



Elevations

North Elevation

East Elevation



Elevations

South Elevation

West Elevation



Rendering



Colors and Materials



Alternative Compliance 
Materials.  Facades shall incorporate at least 3 different materials

Materials. No more than 50% of the façade may be covered with one 
single material



Findings
 Complies with the 2040 Mesa General Plan 

 Criteria in Chapter 69 of the MZO for Site Plan Review

 Criteria in Chapter 70 of the MZO for Design Review

 Criteria in Chapter 7 of the MZO for Alternative Compliance 

Staff recommends Approval with Conditions



DRB22-01243
3200 Main Street Site 

Improvement

January 9, 2024Chloe Durfee Daniel, Planner II



Request
• Design Review

• Maintenance and 
Repair Services 
business



Location
• West of Val Vista Drive 

• North side of Main Street



Site Photo

Looking north from Main Street



Site Plan
• New 11,076 sq. ft. 

warehouse
• Existing 1,927 sq. ft. office
• Existing 1,996 sq. ft. 

storage
• Total parking provided at 

20 spaces



Landscape Plan



Alternative 
Landscape Plan



Elevations



Elevations



Renderings



Material Board



Lighting Plan



Alternative Compliance 
 Materials. No more than 50% of the façade may be covered with one single material

 Publicly visible facades (viewed from rights-of-way or private property), may not have blank, 
uninterrupted wall lengths exceeding 50 feet without including at least two (2) of the following: 
change in plane, change in texture or masonry pattern, windows, trellis with vines, or an 
equivalent element that subdivides the wall into human scale proportions.

 Flat roofs or facades with a horizontal eave, fascia, or parapet, in excess of one hundred feet in 
length, must provide vertical modulation. The minimum vertical modulation is two (2) feet or 
one-tenth ( 1/10 ) multiplied by the wall height, not to exceed one-third (⅓) of the height of the 
supporting wall.

 All visible pitched roofs shall consist of metal seam, clay tile, concrete tile, or a similar grade of 
roofing material.



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the following:

Proposed building elevations and landscape design
Alternative Compliance for building materials 
Alternative Compliance for roof materials
Alternative Compliance for horizontal articulation
Alternative Compliance for vertical articulation
Alternative Landscape Plan

Staff welcomes any feedback



DRB23-00614
810 S Country Club Dr

January 9, 2024Emily Johnson, Planner I



Request
• Design Review

• To allow for a Mini-
Storage Facility



Location
• West of Country Club 

Drive

• North of Southern 
Avenue

• South of 8th Avenue



Site Photos

Looking southwest at the corner of Country Club Dr and 8th Ave



Site Photos

Looking west from Country Club Dr



Site Plan
• 135,042 sq. ft. 3-story mini-

storage facility

• 4 parking spaces required; 4 
proposed

• Access from 8th Ave and exit 
on Country Club Dr



Landscape Plan



Elevations



Elevations



Renderings

View from 8th Ave



Renderings

View from Country Club Dr



Material Board



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the following:

Proposed building elevations and landscape design

Staff welcomes any feedback





DRB23-00687
Gateway Commerce 

Center II
January 9, 2024Jennifer Merrill, Senior Planner



Request
• Design Review

• To allow a new 
industrial 
development



Location
• North of Germann Road

• West side of Sossaman 
Road

• 28+ acres



Site Photo

View from the southeast corner of the site



Site Photo

View from the northeast corner of the site



Site Plan
• Building A: 184,372 sq ft

• 50-feet tall
• Screened rear yard (west side)

• Building B: 51,120 sq ft
• 30-feet tall
• Screened trans-load operations 

area
• Fuel canopy

• Access from Sossaman Road



Landscape Plan



Landscape Plan



Landscape Plan



Landscape Plan



Landscape Plan



Building A – Overall Elevations

East Elevation

West Elevation

North Elevation South Elevation



Building A – East Elevations

North end

South end



Building A – West Elevations

North end

South end



Building A – N&S Elevations

North Elevation

South Elevation



Building B – Elevations

East Elevation

West Elevation

North Elevation South Elevation



Fuel Canopy – Elevations

West Elevation

East Elevation

South Elevation

North Elevation



Renderings



Renderings



Renderings



Renderings



Renderings

SWC of Building B



Renderings

NWC of Building B



Renderings



Renderings



Material Board



Light Fixtures



Alternative Compliance 
Massing and Scale. (MZO 11-7-3.B.2) 
Wall Articulation: Publicly visible walls not to exceed 50-feet 

without change in plane, texture, masonry pattern, windows, 
etc.; and 

 Roof Articulation: Parapets must have detailing such as cornices, 
moldings, trim, or variations in brick coursing.

Materials. No more than 50% of the façade may be covered with one 
single material (MZO 11-7-3.B.5)



Alternative Landscape Plan 
 Foundation Base along Exterior Walls with Public Entrance (MZO 11-

33-5.A)

 15-foot-wide required; 12-foot-wide proposed



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the following:

Proposed building elevations and landscape design
Alternative Compliance for massing and scale, and building materials
Alternative Landscape Plan

Staff welcomes any feedback
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