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PETITION OPPOSING REZONING AND DEVELOPMENT OF

PARCELS 218-18-001J AND 218-18-001K
To: City of Mesa Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council 
From: Homeowners and Residents of Mesa East Property Owners Association 
Date: February 3,2025

Subject: Opposition to Rezoning and Development of Parcels 218-18-001J and 218-18-001K; RE: Elliot Barkan 
Development, LLC

We, the undersigned homeowners and residents of Mesa East Property Owners Association, a 55+ retirement 
community, hereby express our strong opposition to the proposed rezoning and development of the vacant parcels 
218-18-001J and 218-18-001K located directly north of our community bordering East Main and Sossaman Rd. We 
understand that the proposed development would consist of approximately 45 multifamily Non-Owner occupied 
dwellings, which would likely attract younger families with children, thereby significantly impacting the character 
and lifestyle of our age-restricted community.

Reasons for Opposition:

1. Preservation of Community Character: In 1971, Mesa East became a well-established 55+ retirement 
community that provides a quiet, age-restricted living environment. The introduction of multifamily Non- 
Owner occupied dwellings with no age restrictions would fundamentally alter the character of our 
neighborhood.

2. Traffic and Safety Concerns: The increased density resulting from this development would lead to higher 
traffic volumes of cut-through traffic within the confines of our community streets, raising safety concerns for 
our senior residents who rely on safe and accessible streets. There are no pedestrian sidewalks, therefore all 
resident walkers and bicyclists are using our streets as sidewalks. The potential increase in cut-through traffic
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through our community and the potential children using our streets as playgrounds would be a detriment to 
our safety and our way of life.

3. Property Value Impact: The introduction of high-density, multifamily Non-Owner occupied housing 
adjacent to our community may negatively affect property values for existing homeowners, many of whom 
have invested their retirement savings in their homes.

4. Compatibility Issues: The proposed multifamily Non-Owner occupied development is inconsistent with the 
surrounding land use, which primarily consists of single-family, age-restricted residences and commercial and
retail businesses. The differing uses could create conflicts related to safety, noise, parking, and overall 
community harmony.

5. Strain on Local Resources: An influx of younger families could put additional pressure on local 
infrastructure, including roads, emergency services, and recreational facilities, which are not designed to 
accommodate an increase in non-senior residents. In addition, there are concerns about stormwater from the 
45 rooftops and how it will impact the northeast comer of Mesa East. Residents have witnessed this issue of 
stormwater pooling in our streets because of lack of storm drains.

Request for Action: We respectfully urge the City of Mesa Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council to 
reject the proposed rezoning and development of parcels 218-18-001J and 218-18-001K and to maintain zoning that 
is compatible with our existing 55+ community.

Submitted by: Mesa East Property Owners Association Board of Directors

Signatures: By signing this petition, we affirm our opposition to the rezoning and development of the above-
referenced parcels and request that the City uphold the interests of the Mesa East Property Owners Association and 
its residents.
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