
 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

August 5, 2025 

The Economic Development Advisory Board of the City of Mesa met in the boardroom at 120 North Center Street, 

on August 5, 2025, at 7:30 a.m. 

BOARDMEMBERS PRESENT  BOARDMEMBERS ABSENT STAFF PRESENT  

J. Steven Beck 
Kurt D. Ferstl 
Michelle Genereux  
Charles Gregory  
Amanda Kay  
Anthony Ruiz 
Andrew Schreiner 
Susan Stephensen 

Frank Sanders (excused)  Jaye O’Donnell 
Brent Stoddard 
Maribeth Smith  
Rob Stirling 
Amanda Elliott 
Nick Juszczak   

         
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT  EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS ABSENT GUESTS 

Mark Freeman, Mayor 
Scott Butler, City Manager 
Richard Blake * 
Sonny Cave 
Mark Drayna 
Sally Harrison  
Natascha Ovando-Karadsheh  

 
Cole Cannon 
Adam Saks 
Karla Moran 

(*Participated in the meeting via video conference equipment) 

 

1. Call meeting to order.  

 Chair Michelle Genereux called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m.  

 

2. Items from Citizens Present. 

 There were no items from citizens present.  

 

3. Introduction of new board members. 

 Chair Genereux acknowledged Brent Stoddard, a new Assistant City Manager, who shared his background 

in economic development from his previous role in Glendale. Ms. Genereux welcomed new board 

members Steve Beck with COBE Real Estate, Andrew Schreiner with Nammo Defense Systems, and Susan 

Stephensen with HonorHealth. It was noted that Rick Blake and Mark Drayna transitioned to ex-officio 

board members and will also represent Mesa on the Greater Phoenix Economic Council Board of Directors.  
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4. Approval of minutes from the June 3, 2025, Economic Development Advisory Board meeting.

It was moved by Board member Amanda Kay, seconded by Vice Chair Kurt Ferstl, that the June 3, 2025, 

Economic Development Advisory Board meeting minutes be approved. 

Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 

AYES – Beck-Ferstl-Genereux-Gregory-Kay-Ruiz-Schreiner-Stephensen 

NAYS – None 

ABSENT – Sanders 

Chair Genereux declared the motion carried unanimously. 

5. Hear a presentation on Cannon Beach / Rever Surf Park, followed by a discussion.

Developer Cole Cannon and Adam Saks, COO, provided an update on Cannon Beach, which includes Revel 

Surf and Swell MFG, the inventors of the proprietary wave technology. The retail pads on Power Road are 

fully leased, with a deliberate focus on attracting mom-and-pop or unique local tenants rather than 

national chains. The industrial flex space will feature family-oriented entertainment options including an 

arcade, bowling alley, KTR, movie theater, activity rooms, and a “mini city” designed for children aged 2–

10. The overall project is marketed as a holistic destination offering something for all age groups, with 90%

of the customer base seeking a beach vibe and only 10% being active surfers. The park employs

approximately 80 people, with additional employment through retail and amenities on site.

A 10,000 square foot med spa is under construction, and the next phase is expected to feature the East 

Valley’s first 4-star hotel. Hotel renderings were shared and were inspired by the Seabird Inn in Oceanside. 

Hotel access will include a resort fee that provides beach access and four wristbands. 

In response to a question regarding water use, Mr. Cannon shared that the project has achieved a 94% 

reduction in water use by converting a former alfalfa field to this mixed-use development. 

Economic Development Director Jaye O'Donnell shared that the project had placed Mesa on the map as a 

destination. Cannon Beach hosted a Surf Park Central conference, after opening in January, and developers 

from across the world attended to discuss the development process. 

Mr. Cannon shared data that surfers were shown to be high-spending visitors and that there were three 

similar parks in the U.S. and 21 globally, with more under development. In response to a question, the 

costs of admission/experiences were shared. Restaurants and retail are open to the public without 

admission. Corporate memberships are available, and a 15% beach pass discount is offered to city 

employees with valid ID.  

Mr. Cannon shared his appreciation for the flexibility the City has shown throughout the project. (See 

pages 1-23 in Attachment 1) 

Chair Genereux thanked Mr. Cannon and Mr. Saks for their presentation. 
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6. Hear a presentation from Salt River Project, followed by a discussion.

Karla Moran, Economic Development Manager with Salt River Project (SRP), presented the history and an 

overview of the nation’s largest not-for-profit public power utility which provides water and power to more 

than 2 million people in central Arizona. As a customer-funded utility (not investor-owned), customers pay 

costs upfront. Ms. Moran provided a comprehensive overview of SRP’s current position, challenges, and 

future strategies. 

The utility is seeking to double its peak capacity over the next 5–10 years in response to high industrial 

growth and manufacturing demands. Challenges include vacant industrial buildings increasingly being 

converted to high-demand manufacturing uses and equipment lead times (e.g., substations) that can take 

up to four years. 

SRP’s service area covers both water and power, and it is seeing transformational changes in the energy 

mix—targeting gas plants through 2030 and increased solar and battery use in outlying areas. 

Infrastructure challenges include federal/state land restrictions and long approval timelines. 

The East Valley is seeing 8,000 MW of load requests. The Southeast Power Link, completed in 2024, is fully 

allocated. SRP is now using an updated cluster study process to assess and manage large customer 

interconnection requests. 24 major projects are currently in the queue totaling 7.2 GW. Distribution 

capacity for spec buildings is being closely monitored to ensure advertised capacity is available. Seven 

critical questions are now being used in project assessments to help define energy needs early and 

estimate rates. 

Director Jaye O’Donnell thanked SRP for addressing a national issue and emphasized the value of 

understanding their process. 

In response to a question about battery investments, Ms. Moran replied that SRP has customer and 

business programs in place and agreements with developers. 

Board member Natascha Ovando-Karadsheh raised concerns about the affordability of doubling capacity. 

Ms. Moran explained that SRP uses a mix of debt service and customer charges, with no investor 

shareholders. Another utility is currently seeking a 24% rate increase; SRP’s bond-funded model limits such 

spikes. 

Board member Sonny Cave inquired about political resistance to renewables in some counties. Ms. Moran 

replied that SRP is actively engaging those communities to clarify project scopes. 

Chair Genereux inquired about managing relationships with small vs. large customers. Ms. Moran shared 

that SRP uses key account managers and partners with cities on expansions. 

City Manager Scott Butler reinforced the importance of the relationship between Mesa and SRP in 

supporting advanced manufacturing and job growth. 
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Ms. Moran concluded by highlighting SRP’s current pace of growth, three distribution expansions this year 

and eight planned for next year. Long-term solutions, including pumped hydro and DOE-backed nuclear 

studies, are being explored.  (See pages 1-24 in Attachment 2) 

 

Chair Genereux thanked Ms. Moran for the presentation. 

 

7. Economic Development Director’s current events summary including conferences attended and survey 

highlights. 

Director Jaye O’Donnell highlighted recent announcements including Hadrian, an advanced manufacturing 

company building AI-powered factories, Moses Lakes Industries, a global leader in advanced performance 

chemical solutions for the semiconductor industry, and Apex Power Conversion, a developer and 

manufacturer of power conversion systems for renewable energy and storage integration. Ms. O’Donnell 

outlined upcoming business development activities, including an international sales mission to Taiwan 

with the Arizona Commerce Authority, and various conferences in September and October.  

 

Economic Development Advisory Board members were surveyed regarding future meeting topics, and the 

results were discussed. Key programs, priorities, and industries were identified. State and regional points 

of view were requested as well as foreign direct investment and trade efforts were of interest. (See pages 

1-6 of Attachment 3) 

  
8. Introduction of new business to be discussed at a future meeting. 

Board member Sally Harrison inquired if a strategy was in place to attract supply chain companies that 

support current industry to fill Mesa’s supply of speculative industrial development.  

 

9. Schedule of meetings.  

 The next Economic Development Advisory Board meeting is scheduled for September 2, 2025.  

 

10. Adjournment. 

 Without objection, the Economic Development Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:50 a.m. 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Economic 

Development Advisory Board meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 5th day of August 2025. I further 

certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.  

Submitted by: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Jaye O’Donnell 

Economic Development Director 

 

ms 
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