
 
OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

JOINT MEETING WITH MESA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
May 18, 2023 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Joint Meeting with Mesa Public Schools Governing Board 
at the Mesa Public Schools Curriculum Services Center, Building 2, 549 North Stapley Drive, on May 
18, 2023, at 7:35 a.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT STAFF PRESENT MESA PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
  ATTENDEES 
   
John Giles Andrea Alicoate Theresa Baca 
Francisco Heredia 
Jennifer Duff 
Mark Freeman 

Christopher Brady 
Mary Kopaskie-Brown 
Kevin Christopher 

Shane Bycott 
Lara Ellingson 
Dr. Andi Fourlis 

Alicia Goforth Laura Hyneman Marcie Hutchinson 
Scott Somers Natalie Lewis Kacey King 
Julie Spilsbury Holly Moseley Dr. Randy Mahlerwein 
 Jeff Robbins Arlinda Mann 
 Jim Smith Monica Mesa 
COUNCIL ABSENT Sarah Tolar Renee Parker 

  David Sanders 
None 
 

 Kiana Sears 
Dr. Matt Strom 

  Scott Thompson 
  Rachel Walden 

Holly Williams 
  Justin Wing 

Dr. Tracy Yslas 
 
1.  Call meeting to order, welcome and introductions of Mesa Public Schools Governing Board and 

Leadership Team and Mesa City Council and Executive Staff. 
 

Marcie Hutchinson, Mesa Public Schools Governing Board President, welcomed the City of 
Mesa (COM) and Mesa Public Schools (MPS) colleagues, and displayed a PowerPoint 
presentation. (See Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Hutchinson reported that among third graders in Mesa, MPS has a reading proficiency level 
of 36%, and acknowledged the joint efforts of Mayor Giles and the COM to address the reading 
crisis. She introduced members of the MPS Governing Board. (See Page 2 of Attachment 1)  
 



Joint Meeting with Mesa City Council & 
Mesa Public Schools Governing Board 
May 18, 2023 
Page 2 

 
 

Mayor Giles stated the COM appreciates the close working relationship with MPS. He 
recognized that the COM and MPS share the same mission of serving Mesa’s residents while 
maximizing tax dollars. He commented the COM has a combined interest in making MPS 
successful in serving its communities. He introduced the COM Councilmembers. (See Page 3 of 
Attachment 1)  
 

2. Presentation by City Staff on the All-American City Award, Finalist Process and Partnerships 
with Mesa Public Schools. 

 
Assistant to the City Manager Andrea Alicoate provided an overview of Mesa’s pursuit to 
becoming a finalist for the National Civic League’s 2023 All-America City Award. She provided a 
history of the contest, stating the COM last won the award in 1979. She presented a map 
illustrating the locations of the 20 finalists across the nation, with Mesa being the only city in 
Arizona selected. (See Pages 4 through 6 of Attachment 1)  
 
Ms. Alicoate highlighted the three collaborative programs for youth engagement that will 
showcase the COM. She shared the theme, dates, and schedule of events for the finalists to 
showcase their cities. She provided information on the diversity initiative, Together Mesa 
campaign, and how to best support Mesa for the All-America City Award through social media 
engagement and campaigns. (See Pages 7 through 14 of Attachment 1)  
 
Ms. Alicoate invited everyone to attend the Mesa delegation send-off celebration at the Mesa 
City Plaza on Thursday, June 8, 2023.   
 

3. Presentation by City Staff on the work and progress of the Mesa Education and Workforce 
Development Roundtable, including the Read On Mesa Literacy Collaborative. 

 
Education and Workforce Administrator Sarah Tolar discussed the purpose and mission for the 
Education and Workforce Development Roundtable (EWD) and provided a list of the members 
who convene to ensure all prominent leaders are committed to discussing solutions. (See 
Pages 18 and 19 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Tolar identified the collaborative objective and specific priorities under the areas of Early 
Learning through High School, Post-Secondary, and Workforce Development. She provided a 
summary of the three established projects, Mesa K-Ready, Mesa College Promise, and 
Workforce Pathway Alignment that provide supplemental resources for families. She mentioned 
the goal is to continue to raise awareness and increase the impact and effectiveness of these 
programs. (See Pages 20 through 24 of Attachment 1) 
 
Renee Parker, Director of Community Partnerships for MPS, shared the mission for Read On 
Mesa and stated the partnership with the COM aims to provide students with experiences to 
prepare them for college and a career. She discussed the purpose of the Read On Mesa 
initiative, which was based on Read On Arizona, to provide additional support for literacy 
development. She added the program is meant to be multi-generational. (See Pages 25 through 
27 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Parker presented a graph of statewide assessment data for third graders, illustrating how 
students suffered with literacy after the pandemic due to their inability to engage in literacy 
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learning. She noted the COM data includes subgroups; however, every student struggled in 
literacy, presenting an opportunity to create resources and support. (See Page 28 of Attachment 
1) 
 
Ms. Parker reported early literacy instruction has a significant impact on the future of students. 
She stated if children are unable to read at a third-grade level, there is a 70% chance they will 
be incarcerated later in life. She stressed the importance of finding ways to engage children in 
reading, exposing them to good experiences, and creating a love for reading to develop lifelong 
readers. (See Page 29 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Tolar discussed the Literacy Summit and the correlation between literacy rates and the 
number of books in a child’s home. She mentioned as a Read On Mesa Community, the goal is 
to place books in the homes of children and assist parents in understanding how reading to their 
children will benefit them long term. She pointed out additional literacy summit events will take 
place throughout various libraries in Mesa. (See Page 30 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Tolar suggested the partnership between MPS and the COM Library will ensure all children 
have access to a library card and library amenities. She explained the process for registering 
students for a library card and the Summer Reading Program at 16 participating schools will 
provide free lunches and books to students who participate. (See Pages 31 and 32 of 
Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Tolar reviewed the AARP Experience Corps Program and the partnership with Read On 
Mesa, which provides volunteers to support literacy and mentoring for students. She discussed 
a variety of ways in which businesses and communities can engage and spread awareness. 
(See Pages 33 and 34 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Hutchinson stated that the COM responded positively to the reading program and will 
provide activities while books are being distributed to enhance the enjoyment of reading.  
 
Mayor Giles suggested Council and partners share social media ads with the public to 
encourage recruitment of volunteers to local schools, and to donate books to homes with 
children.  

 
4. Presentation by City and Mesa Public Schools Staff on the Mesa Climate Action Plan 

development, priorities and initiatives, including program partnerships with Mesa Public 
Schools. 

 
Deputy Director of Environmental Sustainability Laura Hyneman introduced Shane Bycott, Mesa 
Public Schools STEM Education Instructional Coach. She stated the COM is teaching reading, 
writing, math, science, and problem-solving skills through sustainability and climate action 
projects and programs. She discussed the goals and six-focused areas to inspire action for a 
climate-ready community. She highlighted several projects that students participate in that will 
have a profound impact on Mesa’s community and economic prosperity. (See Pages 35 and 37 
of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Bycott described Hacktivate Mesa as a powerful program that engages students to learn 
and make an impact in the world. He mentioned MPS and the COM collaborate to engage 
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students at all different levels and to understand the individual ways children learn. (See Page 
38 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Hyneman mentioned students had an opportunity to collaborate with experts to learn about 
the various types of jobs that will be available in the future, as well has how the COM 
approaches sustainability and resilience in operations. (See Page 39 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Boycott announced next year’s design showcase learning experience will be held on April 
24, 2024. He added all age groups will have opportunities to learn, explore or prepare for trade 
school, university, or the workforce. (See Page 40 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Hyneman reviewed the next steps, including keeping traditional programs and adding new 
programs to ensure sustainability and climate action are at the forefront. She indicated the 
primary objective is to maintain a healthy partnership and work together on the common shared 
goals. (See Page 41 of Attachment 1) 
 
In response to a question from Ms. Hutchinson, Mayor Giles stated Hacktivate has expanded to 
higher education and continues to grow. He encouraged the MPS Governing Board to attend a 
Hacktivate event and noted the next event will be held in January of 2024. He added the COM 
will have one or two Hacktivate events that will be in partnership with MPS next year.  
 

5. Presentation by Mesa Public Schools Leadership to provide an update on the MPS Budget 
Continuation and Bond. 

 
Scott Thompson, MPS Assistant Superintendent for Business and Support Services, discussed 
ways in which communities are being engaged, providing feedback, and educating citizens on 
initiatives for a bond and budget continuation (override) to allow for an increase in maintenance 
and operations budget by 15%, which is then locally taxed. He clarified the difference by stating 
a bond relates to buildings and things, whereas a budget continuation is about people and 
additional resources. He summarized the priorities on budget continuation. (See Pages 42 
through 46 of Attachment 1)  
 
Mr. Thompson provided an overview of a random sampling of schools throughout Arizona and 
stated that the 15% increase in the budget allows reduction in class size. He reported, 
according to the Classroom Dollar’s report, as of 2022 Mesa schools are doing well as far as the 
average salary compared to other districts in Arizona. He explained every school district in 
Arizona receives the same amount of dollars per student and the only way for Mesa to obtain a 
better average salary is by having more resources. He mentioned 15% increase will allow MPS 
to provide critical resources to students beyond the classroom. He shared a story of a 
Honeywell employee working directly with students in the workforce development program to 
engage students for success. (See Pages 48 through 50 of Attachment 1)  
 
Mr. Thompson reviewed the tax impact and mentioned a budget continuation is in place and the 
tax rate is not expected to increase. He shared the feedback from the community regarding 
bond priorities and where citizens would like MPS to focus its efforts. He reported two-thirds of 
the projects had been completed and he provided an update on pending projects, as well as the 
limitations and restrictions. He noted the bond amount has increased due to construction costs 
which have increased significantly due to inflation. (See Pages 51 through 57 of Attachment 1)  
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Mr. Thompson discussed the two large master planned projects and renovations at Mesa High 
School and Mountain View High School which occurred during the pandemic. (See Pages 58 
through 60 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Thompson explained, despite the $300 million bond program increasing to $500 million, the 
tax rate will not increase due to the increase in home values assessed in Mesa. (See Pages 61 
and 62 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Thompson reviewed the prioritizations from the community and suggested attendees share 
the information with colleagues. (See Page 63 of Attachment 1) 
 
In response to a question from Dr. Fourlis, Mr. Thompson replied that 13.9% of every employee 
paycheck is derived from the 15% budget continuation.  
 
Mr. Thompson summarized the breakdown of the bond recommendations to provide high quality 
education spaces for students to learn and have an enhanced experience. He shared a story of 
a high-tech building at Mesa High School, where students were able to complete a project in 
two days compared to two weeks with the old process. (See Page 64 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Thompson announced an off-cycle election will be held on November 7, 2023, via a mail-in 
ballot process. (See Page 65 of Attachment 1) 
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Freeman, Mr. Thompson responded that the 
home evaluations are for assessed value with a 5% maximum increase and the COM has 
different boundaries and improvements than MPS. He confirmed the information is provided 
from the Maricopa County Tax Assessor’s office.  
 

6. Presentation by City Staff on the City of Mesa’s General Plan Update process and community 
engagement opportunities. 
 
Planning Director Mary Kopaskie-Brown introduced Sr. Economic Development Project 
Manager Jeffrey Robbins and provided an overview of the General Plan. She stated the 
General Plan is an overview and foundation for land use in the COM, and highlighted the plans 
that are included. She referenced the key points of the General Plan, which functions as a policy 
guide for the City and a reference point for decision makers. She provided the requirements of 
the General Plan under the Arizona Statute. (See Pages 67 through 70 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Robbins discussed the robust public engagement process and feedback from citizens on 
their vision for the city. He shared details of the schedule and invited MPS leaders, staff, and 
families to attend meetings to collaborate and assist with the creation of the plan. He added 
once the plan is finalized, it will be on the November 2024 ballot. (See Page 71 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Robbins reviewed the number of meaningful interactions with residents and discussed 
improving youth engagement through visual arts and opportunities for partnerships. (See Pages 
72 and 73 of Attachment 1) 
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7. Adjourn.  
 

Ms. Hutchinson thanked everyone for making the programs possible and congratulated the staff 
for their efforts.  
 
Mayor Giles thanked everyone for their commitment. He emphasized this is an opportunity to 
enhance Mesa’s relationship with MPS and become great partners interrelated in serving the 
City’s constituents.  
 

Without objection, the Joint Meeting between the Mesa City Council and the Mesa Public Schools 
Governing Board adjourned at 9:03 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

       _____________________________________ 
                       JOHN GILES, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Joint 
Meeting between the Mesa City Council and Mesa Public Schools Governing Board held on the 18th 
day of May 2023. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held.  
 
 

______________________________________ 
             HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 
 

lr 
(Attachments – 1) 
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