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City of Mesa Mayor 
and Council

Mayor John Giles

Vice Mayor Francisco Heredia: District 3

Councilmember Mark Freeman: District 1
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Councilmember Jenn Duff: District 4
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Councilmember Scott Somers: District 6
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Mesa Public Schools 
Governing Board

President: Ms. Marcie Hutchinson

Clerk: Dr. Joe O'Reilly

Member: Mrs. Courtney Davis

Member: Ms. Kiana Maria Sears

Member: Mrs. Rachel Walden
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Early Literacy and 
Education in Mesa

Mesa Public Schools 
Associate Superintendent: 
Dr. Matt Strom

Assistant Superintendent 
of Teaching and Learning: 
Dr. Tracy Yslas

City of Mesa Education 
and Workforce 
Administrator: 
Sarah Tolar
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The Science of Reading
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Literacy Professional Learning

• Language Essentials for Teachers of 
Reading and Spelling (LETRS)

• Structured Literacy and “The Big 5” 
core reading resources

• Valley Leadership Partnership
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Preschool Access
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Preschool Access – District Delivered
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Preschool Access – Partnerships
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Preschool Programming
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Mesa Public Library       Southwest Human Development       Mesa Public Schools       Unite for Literacy

Mesa Public Schools Foundation       National Center for Families Learning      i.d.e.a. Museum 

Mesa Chamber of Commerce       Azura Literacy        First Things First        Read On Arizona       Mesa Arts Center 

Arizona Museum of Natural History    AARP Experience Corps      Child Crisis Arizona       Native Health                        

Read Better Be Better       Kids Need to Read          Hands-on Phoenix        Literacy Lab 
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AARP Foundation Experience Corps is a community-based volunteer program that 
empowers people over 50 to serve as tutors to help students become better readers 
by the end of third grade. It is a proven “triple win,” helping students succeed, older 

adults thrive, and communities grow stronger.
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• MPL & MPS IGA
• Gives permission to share data 

between entities

• Strengthens collaboration and partnership 
between MPL and MPS

• Streamlined approach for Library card 
registration process

• Reach more schools and students

• Expand support and access to resources

• Provide opportunity for all students in Mesa
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Library Card Initiative

2023: Opt-in Registration for Kindergarteners 
launches
2024: Expansion of the program to K-3rd grade

 Cards issued up to April 2024 
(K-3 expansion): 2,338

 TOTAL cards issued thru June 2024: 3,716

Future goals: 
• 2025: Scale program to K-6th 
• 2026: Scale program to K-12
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Increasing Access & Engagement

• Increasing available and affordable preschool seat access

• Awareness of resources for early learning and family 
engagement 

• Building a strong foundation for students to be 
kindergarten-ready 
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Questions & 
Discussion
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Student and Youth 
Safety and Crime 
Prevention

Mesa Assistant Police 
Chief:
Gina Nesbit

Mesa Public Schools 
Director of School Safety 
and Security: 
Al Moore

Director of Federal 
Grants:
Aimee De La Torre



Importance of Student and Youth Safety and 
Crime Prevention

• Impacts academic performance and mental well-being

• Essential for students/youth to thrive academically, 
emotionally, and socially

• Violence affects the overall well-being of our youth

• Create a healthy environment for students and foster 
healthy relationships with SROs to form positive relations 
and healthy behaviors
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Mesa Police Response to Juvenile Crime

• Increased community engagement with school-aged students to build relationships between 
police and youth

• SPARC (Sports, Programs & Activities Reuniting Community)

• Youth Leadership Academy

• Cadet Program

• Teen Court

• Ensure strong communication between SROs and patrol officers

• Commanders' engagement in juvenile-related crime in their respective districts and appropriate 
deployment of resources

• Review of juvenile curfew and noise violations with patrol officers
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Mesa Police Response to Juvenile Crime
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Operation Safe Summer

• Ensure consistency in the response protocol for curfew violations, loud 
party/noise disturbance and underage drinking calls from 5/23/24 thru 7/31/24

• Goal of reducing teen violence over the summer

• Education of parents on curfew laws and their responsibility/accountability

• Social media campaign around curfew

• Continued enforcement of persons crimes and other juvenile crimes



Curfew Citation Data
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          Crimes Involving Teen Violence – Teen Offenses

23



Juvenile Violent Crime Committee

• Working group to combat teen violence and teen crime

• Collaboration with Mesa Police, Mesa Public Schools, Queen Creek Public Schools, 
Gilbert Public Schools, Prosecutors (MCAO and Juvenile MCAO), Probation 
Officers, School Resource Officers, Detectives/Gang Detectives

• Create an understanding of goals of the different entities – educational, 
rehabilitation, and enforcement role

• Discuss issues facing each area to bring together a more cohesive response

• Increase collaboration with City Prosecutor’s Office
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Security Camera Intergovernmental Agreement
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• Allows Mesa Police Department access in the RTCC  
(Real Time Crime Center) during emergencies only 

• Real-time access

• Site Maps



MPS Security Measures

• Weapon Detectors

• Additional SRO Grants

• Extra Security Officers

• Vape Detectors
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Data – Chronic Absenteeism
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Addressing Absenteeism: Prosecutor’s Office 
and MPS Truancy Office Collaboration

• Chronic absenteeism and the impact on student learning as well as the 
Mesa community

• Proactive approaches and documentation at the school and district 
level

• Training and communication for all MPS staff and City Court staff

• Intended for the most intensive absenteeism concerns

• Includes opportunity for support and recognition of improved 
attendance where fines and/ or charges may be reduced or dropped
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Questions & 
Discussion
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Economic and 
Workforce 
Development in Mesa

City of Mesa Economic 
Development Deputy 
Director:
Maria Laughner

Mesa Public Schools 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Teaching and Learning: 
Dr. Tracy Yslas

Director of CTE & Innovative 
Partnerships:
Marlo Loria



Legacy Industries
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ESTABLISHED COMPANIES & SECTORS

• Healthcare / Biotechnology / Medical Devices

• Aerospace / Aviation / Defense

• Technology 

• Advanced Manufacturing

• Warehouse / Distribution

• Tourism
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FY25 Industry Focus

Healthcare, 
Bioscience, 

Medical Device

Electric Vehicles, 
Battery Tech

Manufacturing
(Advanced / Standard)

Semiconductor 
(Supply Chain)

Retail

Advanced Air 
Mobility

Climate Tech
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Occupation Annual Openings Growth Projection 
2032

Registered Nurses, Nurse 
Practitioners, home health aides, medical assistants 18,000+ 38%

Software developers 3,151 38%

Truck drivers (heavy and light) 6,844 29%

Laborers and freight, stock, material movers 9,974 25%

Retail, restaurant, hospitality 38,205 17%

Professional (managers, CSRs, analysts, sales and 
marketing) 24,059 14%

High Growth Jobs



Respond. Support. Adapt.
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CITY OF MESA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY



Job Connect Mesa 
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• Bring employers and job seekers 
together.

• Provide training, guidance, and help 
tools.

• Very easy to use, all in one spot.
• No other jobsite connects 

jobseekers to local resources and 
employers or allows employers to 
connect with workforce suppliers 
and jobseekers.

CITY OF MESA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY



Job Connect Mesa 
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CITY OF MESA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

• Launched on June 20, 2024 at 
special event with workforce 
consultant and keynote Mark 
Perna

• Goal = 300 employers and 
3,200 job seekers by 6/30/25
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Questions & 
Discussion
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Mesa City Council and
Mesa Public Schools

Governing Board
Collaborative Meeting

Closing Remarks
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