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Proposed Historic Preservation Text Amendments

Purpose:

To improve clarity and understanding of historic preservation 

requirements and processes that include:

• Reorganization of the MZO related to historic preservation

• Clarity in language and processes

• Consistency between historic preservation provisions



August 1, 2023

Reorganization

• Related historic preservation zoning provisions 

have been combined and organized

• Chapter 23 (Historic Preservation Overlay) and 

Chapter 44 (Historic Signs) moved into Chapter 

74 (Historic Preservation Procedures).

• All Historic Preservation regulations and 

procedures located in one place within the zoning 

ordinance



Reorganization

• Content of Chapter 23 (Historic Preservation Overlay) and Chapter 44 (Historic 

Signs) has been integrated with Chapter 74 (Historic Preservation Procedures)

August 1, 2023

• Content of Chapter 23 – Historic 

Preservation Overlay

• Content of Chapter 44 – Historic Signs

• Chapter 74 – Historic Preservation 

Procedures
• 11-74-1: Purpose

• 11-74-2: Mesa Historic Property Register

• 11-74-3: Historic Preservation Overlay

• 11-74-4: Certificate of Appropriateness

• 11-74-5: Historic Signs

• 11-74-6: Appeals



August 1, 2023

Clarity:

• Purpose of the HP Procedures

• Historic Preservation Overlays

• Processes clarified – including 
application and review

• Eligibility Criteria

• Removal of Overlay

• Certificate of Appropriateness 
• Processes clarified – including 

application and review
• Building Permit
• Demo Permit

• 6 month stay of demolition for 
proposed Overlay

• 180-day stay for demo if denied 
(appeal to HPB)

• Historic Signs

• Processes clarified –

including application and 

review

• Eligibility Criteria

• Maintenance and Repair

• Revocation Process

• Appeals Process

• Terms Defined

§ Historic District

§ Historic Landmark

§ Historic Preservation 

Overlay

§ Historic Sign
§ Historic Preservation Officer



August 1, 2023

Consistency

• Redundant and unnecessary provisions eliminated

• Consistent terminology throughout

• References to MZO updated

• Public notice requirements to conform to MZO 

processes



Historic Preservation
Design Guidelines

Brett Hanlon, Principal Planner 



Historic Preservation Design Guidelines - Context

Mesa last adopted historic preservation design guidelines in 2001
• Excellent resource for its time
• Focused primarily on pre-World War II historic resources
• Document published as a hard copy

New historic preservation design guidelines reflects changing historic 

resources 
• Mesa has added and expanded numerous Historic Districts—many of which 

feature post World War II resources
• Eight of Mesa’s eleven locally-designated Historic Landmarks have been added 

since 2001

New guidelines can be printed, but will exist primarily as a digital document
• Can be widely distributed and shared
• PDF format allows for key word searches and embedded links improve user-

friendliness



Historic Preservation Design Guidelines - Purpose

• Provides guidance for planning, designing, and undertaking improvements to 

Mesa’s historic properties
• Should be utilized by property owners/designers/contractors

• Improve the design quality of future developments and growth within Historic 

Districts

• Assist City staff and the HPB in decision making
• Establishes a basis for determining the appropriateness of construction projects 

proposed for locally-designated historic resources

• Increase the overall public awareness of Mesa’s historic resources

• Protect property values in the districts by discouraging poorly-designed and 

inappropriate projects. 



Historic Preservation Design Guidelines - Organization

Chapter 1 – Introduction

Chapter 2 – Certificates of Appropriateness

Chapter 3 – Historic Districts and Historic Landmarks

Chapter 4 – Historic Building Types and Architectural Styles

Chapter 5 – Guidelines for Preservation, Restoration and Rehabilitation

Chapter 6 – Guidelines for Additions and New Construction

Appendices – Architectural Definitions & Locally-Designated Historic Landmarks



• Describes the purpose for creating the 
document

• Outlines the many uses for the document 
including:

 Who should use it?...When?...and How

should it be used?

• Color-coded Quick Reference Guide

• Chapters 2-6 are color coded for user 

friendliness

• Project examples with varying historic 

designations and scopes 

Chapter 1 - Introduction



Chapter 2 - Certificates of Appropriateness

• Explains which projects require a COA and which do not

• Lists examples of project scopes that do require a Certificate of 
Appropriateness

• Explains COAs are not needed for properties exclusively on the 
National Register of Historic Places

• Encourages the use of the guidelines for non-locally-
designated properties

• Provides contact information for the Mesa Historic 
Preservation Office



Chapter 3 - Historic Districts and Historic Landmarks

• Provides a context map showing the historic districts and their respective boundaries

• Provides a brief description of the district-its background - building types, and defining features

• Lists Mesa’s locally- and nationally-designated Historic Landmarks

• Profiles of locally-designated Historic Landmarks can be found in the appendices

Chapter 3 is color coded 
maroon

Context map provided 
for each district

District profiles include common 
building types, architectural styles, etc.

Individual Historic Landmarks 
profiled in appendix



Chapter 4 - Historic Building Types and Architectural Styles

• Highlights common residential building types and architectural styles found in Mesa

• Each building type/style features a description and a list of typical features

• Photos of Mesa homes provided as illustrative examples of each building type/style

Chapter 4 is color coded gold Key features profiled
Photos of Mesa homes are provided to show 

examples of each building type/style



Chapter 5 - Guidelines for Preservation, Restoration, and Rehabilitation

• Provides Guidelines for the following topics:
• Character-Defining Features
• Materials and Finishes
• Windows
• Doors and Entries

Chapter 4 is color coded navy blue
Navy blue callout provides 

additional info

Each section includes subsections 
with detailed guidance

• Porches, Decks and Balconies
• Historic Roofs
• Exposed Foundations
• Landscaping and Fences
• Historic Signs



Chapter 6 - Guidelines for Additions and New Construction

• Provides Guidelines for the following topics:
• Addition Placement
• Addition Design
• New Construction Building Design
• Roofs
• Dormers
• Doors and Windows
• Porches
• Accessory Buildings and Accessory 

Dwelling Units
• Fences and Walls
• Mechanical Equipment
• Solar Panels
• New Signs on Historic Buildings

Chapter 6 is color 
coded sky blue

Figures illustrate concepts described 
in the chapter



Historic Preservation Design Guidelines - Appendices

Appendices

• Appendix A – Architectural 
Definitions

• Appendix B – Locally-Designated 
Historic Districts

Appendix A features illustrations 
to help users understand terms 

within the document

Appendix B profiles Mesa’s 
locally-designated Historic 

Landmarks



Questions & Discussion


