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DESIGN STANDARDS & PRINCIPLES for THE NOX
Design Problem
How do we design a space that promotes a music inspired venue that blends modern living with an
old-world Chicago theme in the desert?

Design Solution
Provide a landscape that immerses the user into the music scene upon arrival to the venue through the
use of different hardscape materials and planting that create a unique and cohesive experience.

Design Narrative & Principles To distill the essence of this project and the
design direction, we chose these five
words or phrases to guide the process.
1. Cohesive Theme

2. Connectivity

3. Wayfinding

4. Musical

5. Old Chicago Vibe

The Nox is approximately a 3-acre new entertainment, commercial project that will provide the City of
Mesa a music venue that blends an Old Chicago vibe to the valley. There will be a direct connection
to the existing Potato Barn that has previously housed music nights for locals to come and enjoy. In
addition this venue will be in close proximity to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport and the 202 freeway,
making this a suitable location for users to easily access.

Create a pedestrian experience through wayfinding as you arrive to the venue that blends itself
to the overall theme of Old Chicago with focal points, colorful landscape and site material
choices.

Create a space that connects the architectural elements to the outdoor environment through
the use of cohesive materials and colors.

Provide thought-out spatial programming that attributes to the musical nature of the venue
whilst blending the native desert environment through a landscape palette that brings the
Midwest feel to the desert.

Provide moments of musical elements that are incorporated into the hardscape and landscape
design for users to feel immersed in the music scene.
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SIDEWALK1

2

3

4

5

ENTRANCE PLAZA

OUTDOOR GATHERING PATIO

PEDESTRIAN PROMENADE/CROSSING

ENTRY SIGNAGE

6

7

8

9

BENCH

TREE GRATE

LITTER RECEPTACLE

VALET PARKING

10

11

PARKING

LANDSCAPE AREA

DECORATIVE PLANTERS13

14 SERVICE YARD

TRASH ENCLOSURE12

PLANT LEGEND

TREES

SHRUBS/ACCENTS

GROUNDCOVERS

COMMON NAME SIZESCIENTIFIC NAMESYMBOL

COMMON NAME SIZE

COMMON NAME SIZE

Lantana montevidensis Trailing Purple Lantana 1 Gal

Leucophyllum langmaniae 'Rio Bravo' Rio Bravo Sage 5 Gal

Bouteloua gracillis Blonde Ambition 5 Gal

Ruellia brittoniana Mexican Petunia 5 Gal

Sphagneticola trilobata Yellow Dot 1 Gal

Lantana x 'New Gold' New Gold Lantana 1 Gal

Caesalpinia cacalaco 'Smoothie' Thornless Cascalote 24" Box

Eremophila macuata 'Valentine' 'Valentine' Emu Bush 5 Gal

Muhlenbergia capillaris 'Regal Mist' 'Regal Mist' Muhly 5 Gal

Justicia spicigera Mexican Honeysuckle 5 Gal

Tecoma x 'Sparky' Sparky Tacoma 5 Gal

Pistacia x 'Red Push' Red Push Pistache 36" Box

Quercus virginiana Cathedral Live Oak 36" Box

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Evergreen Elm 24" Box

Vitex agnus-castus Chaste Tree 24" Box

Bauhinia lunarioides Anacacho Orchid Tree 24" Box

Caesalpinia pulcherrima Red Bird of Paradise 5 Gal

Aloe barbadensis Medicinal Aloe 5 Gal

Gossypium harknessii San Marcos Hibiscus 5 Gal

Plumbago auriculata Cape Plumbago 5 Gal

Acacia salicina Willow Acacia 24" Box

Bougainvillea species Bougainvillea Vine 5 Gal

Hesperaloe parviflora 'Brakelights' Brakelights Red Yucca 5 Gal

Agave geminiflora Twin Flowered Agave 5 Gal

Ruellia brittoniana 'Katie' Katie Ruellia 1 Gal

Pedilanthus macrocarpus Lady's Slipper 5 Gal

Bauhinia purpurea Purple Orchid Tree 24" Box

Acacia farnesiana Sweet Acacia 24" Box

Fraxinus velutina 'Fan Tex' Fan Tex Ash 24" Box

Olea europaea 'Swan Hill' 'Swan Hill' Olive 24" Box

Phoenix roebelenii Pygmy Palm 24" Box

Portulacaria afra minima Dwarf Elephant Food 5 Gal
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Hesperaloe parviflora 'Brakelights' Brakelights Red Yucca 5 Gal

Agave geminiflora Twin Flowered Agave 5 Gal

Ruellia brittoniana 'Katie' Katie Ruellia 1 Gal

Pedilanthus macrocarpus Lady's Slipper 5 Gal

Bauhinia purpurea Purple Orchid Tree 24" Box

Acacia farnesiana Sweet Acacia 24" Box

Fraxinus velutina 'Fan Tex' Fan Tex Ash 24" Box

Olea europaea 'Swan Hill' 'Swan Hill' Olive 24" Box

Phoenix roebelenii Pygmy Palm 24" Box

Portulacaria afra minima Dwarf Elephant Food 5 Gal
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11
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LANDSCAPE AREA

FIRE HYDRANT (TYP.)13
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TRASH ENCLOSURE12

15 LOADING DOCK

PLANT LEGEND

TREES

SHRUBS/ACCENTS

GROUNDCOVERS

COMMON NAME SIZESCIENTIFIC NAMESYMBOL

COMMON NAME SIZE

COMMON NAME SIZE

Lantana montevidensis Trailing Purple Lantana 1 Gal

Leucophyllum langmaniae 'Rio Bravo' Rio Bravo Sage 5 Gal

Bouteloua gracillis Blonde Ambition 5 Gal

Ruellia brittoniana Mexican Petunia 5 Gal

Sphagneticola trilobata Yellow Dot 1 Gal

Lantana x 'New Gold' New Gold Lantana 1 Gal

Caesalpinia cacalaco 'Smoothie' Thornless Cascalote 24" Box

Eremophila macuata 'Valentine' 'Valentine' Emu Bush 5 Gal

Muhlenbergia capillaris 'Regal Mist' 'Regal Mist' Muhly 5 Gal

Justicia spicigera Mexican Honeysuckle 5 Gal

Tecoma x 'Sparky' Sparky Tacoma 5 Gal

Pistacia x 'Red Push' Red Push Pistache 36" Box

Quercus virginiana Cathedral Live Oak 36" Box

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Evergreen Elm 24" Box

Vitex agnus-castus Chaste Tree 24" Box

Bauhinia lunarioides Anacacho Orchid Tree 24" Box

Caesalpinia pulcherrima Red Bird of Paradise 5 Gal

Aloe barbadensis Medicinal Aloe 5 Gal

Gossypium harknessii San Marcos Hibiscus 5 Gal

Plumbago auriculata Cape Plumbago 5 Gal

Acacia salicina Willow Acacia 24" Box

Bougainvillea species Bougainvillea Vine 5 Gal

Hesperaloe parviflora 'Brakelights' Brakelights Red Yucca 5 Gal

Agave geminiflora Twin Flowered Agave 5 Gal

Ruellia brittoniana 'Katie' Katie Ruellia 1 Gal

Pedilanthus macrocarpus Lady's Slipper 5 Gal

Bauhinia purpurea Purple Orchid Tree 24" Box

Acacia farnesiana Sweet Acacia 24" Box

Fraxinus velutina 'Fan Tex' Fan Tex Ash 24" Box

Olea europaea 'Swan Hill' 'Swan Hill' Olive 24" Box

Phoenix roebelenii Pygmy Palm 24" Box

Portulacaria afra minima Dwarf Elephant Food 5 Gal
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SHRUBS/ACCENTS

GROUNDCOVERS

COMMON NAME SIZESCIENTIFIC NAMESYMBOL QTY

COMMON NAME SIZE QTY

COMMON NAME SIZE QTY

Lantana montevidensis Trailing Purple Lantana 1 Gal 72

Leucophyllum langmaniae 'Rio Bravo' Rio Bravo Sage 5 Gal 48

Bouteloua gracillis Blonde Ambition 5 Gal 78

Ruellia brittoniana Mexican Petunia 5 Gal 94

Sphagneticola trilobata Yellow Dot 1 Gal 45

Lantana x 'New Gold' New Gold Lantana 1 Gal 121

Caesalpinia cacalaco 'Smoothie' Thornless Cascalote 24" Box 13

Eremophila macuata 'Valentine' 'Valentine' Emu Bush 5 Gal 74

Muhlenbergia capillaris 'Regal Mist' 'Regal Mist' Muhly 5 Gal 51

Justicia spicigera Mexican Honeysuckle 5 Gal 46

Tecoma x 'Sparky' Sparky Tacoma 5 Gal 65

Pistacia x 'Red Push' Red Push Pistache 36" Box 22

Quercus virginiana Cathedral Live Oak 36" Box 22

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Evergreen Elm 24" Box 22

Vitex agnus-castus Chaste Tree 24" Box 13

Bauhinia lunarioides Anacacho Orchid Tree 24" Box 6

Caesalpinia pulcherrima Red Bird of Paradise 5 Gal 38

Aloe barbadensis Medicinal Aloe 5 Gal 45

Gossypium harknessii San Marcos Hibiscus 5 Gal 53

Plumbago auriculata Cape Plumbago 5 Gal 28

Acacia salicina Willow Acacia 24" Box 11

Bougainvillea species Bougainvillea Vine 5 Gal 17

Hesperaloe parviflora 'Brakelights' Brakelights Red Yucca 5 Gal 28

Agave geminiflora Twin Flowered Agave 5 Gal 14

Ruellia brittoniana 'Katie' Katie Ruellia 1 Gal 74

Pedilanthus macrocarpus Lady's Slipper 5 Gal 8

Bauhinia purpurea Purple Orchid Tree 24" Box 3

Acacia farnesiana Sweet Acacia 24" Box 13

Fraxinus velutina 'Fan Tex' Fan Tex Ash 24" Box 18

Olea europaea 'Swan Hill' 'Swan Hill' Olive 24" Box 15

Phoenix roebelenii Pygmy Palm 24" Box 15

Portulacaria afra minima Dwarf Elephant Food 5 Gal 11
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CITY OF MESA PLANT DATA
RAY ROAD FRONTAGE (470 L.F.) REQUIRED PROVIDED
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PLANT LEGEND

TREES

SHRUBS/ACCENTS

GROUNDCOVERS

COMMON NAME SIZESCIENTIFIC NAMESYMBOL QTY

COMMON NAME SIZE QTY

COMMON NAME SIZE QTY

Lantana montevidensis Trailing Purple Lantana 1 Gal 72

Leucophyllum langmaniae 'Rio Bravo' Rio Bravo Sage 5 Gal 48

Bouteloua gracillis Blonde Ambition 5 Gal 78

Ruellia brittoniana Mexican Petunia 5 Gal 94

Sphagneticola trilobata Yellow Dot 1 Gal 45

Lantana x 'New Gold' New Gold Lantana 1 Gal 121

Caesalpinia cacalaco 'Smoothie' Thornless Cascalote 24" Box 13

Eremophila macuata 'Valentine' 'Valentine' Emu Bush 5 Gal 74

Muhlenbergia capillaris 'Regal Mist' 'Regal Mist' Muhly 5 Gal 51

Justicia spicigera Mexican Honeysuckle 5 Gal 46

Tecoma x 'Sparky' Sparky Tacoma 5 Gal 65

Pistacia x 'Red Push' Red Push Pistache 36" Box 22

Quercus virginiana Cathedral Live Oak 36" Box 22

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Evergreen Elm 24" Box 22

Vitex agnus-castus Chaste Tree 24" Box 13

Bauhinia lunarioides Anacacho Orchid Tree 24" Box 6

Caesalpinia pulcherrima Red Bird of Paradise 5 Gal 38

Aloe barbadensis Medicinal Aloe 5 Gal 45

Gossypium harknessii San Marcos Hibiscus 5 Gal 53

Plumbago auriculata Cape Plumbago 5 Gal 28

Acacia salicina Willow Acacia 24" Box 11

Bougainvillea species Bougainvillea Vine 5 Gal 17
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