
 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             

 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
 
September 14, 2023 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower-level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on September 14, 2023, at 7:30 a.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles 
Francisco Heredia 
Jennifer Duff 
Mark Freeman 
Alicia Goforth 
Scott Somers 
Julie Spilsbury 
 

  None  Scott Butler 
Holly Moseley 
Jim Smith 
 
 

Mayor Giles conducted a roll call. 
 
1. Review and discuss items on the agenda for the September 18, 2023, Regular Council meeting. 
 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 
 

 Conflict of interest: None 
  

Items removed from the consent agenda: None 
 
2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss, and receive an update on Mesa’s Fiber Initiative. 
   

Assistant to the City Manager Ian Linssen displayed a PowerPoint presentation on the Fiber 
initiative.  (See Attachment 1)  
 
Mr. Linssen provided a recap of the fiber initiative, adding that five fiber licenses/providers have 
been approved. He said the initiative will continue to improve, and eventually every household in 
Mesa should have fiber. (See Page 2 of Attachment 1) 

 
Mr. Linssen thanked the City Council for being the leader in allowing the construction technique 
of microtrenching. He reported on the high speeds of the new services and the fact that multiple 
providers have offered competition, which has lowered prices to customers. He mentioned that 
the fiber initiative has received national attention. (See Pages 3 through 7 of Attachment 1) 
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In response to questions from the Councilmembers related to project completion, Mr. Linssen 
stated the project is expected to last approximately six years. He said that City Staff is working 
with the providers to make sure the citizens of Mesa are taken care of, including keeping them 
informed about the construction happening in their neighborhoods. He added that it is a priority 
to ensure digital equity and confirmed that all providers have special programs for people that 
need assistance.   
 
Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation and appreciates the hard work that has gone into 
the project.  
 

2-b. Hear a presentation, discuss, and receive an update on Mesa’s water portfolio and forecast. 
 

Water Resources Department Director Chris Hassert introduced Water Resources Department 
Assistant Director Jesse Heywood and displayed a PowerPoint presentation on the City’s water 
portfolio, its forecasts, and how it stacks up with the supply and demand. (See Attachment 2) 
 
Mr. Hassert explained that this presentation is focused on the Colorado River supply to the City 
of Mesa. He began by illustrating the three zones that make up Mesa, each served by a different 
water treatment facility.  He highlighted the Lake Mead Water Level over the last 12 months is 
higher than expected due to snowfall, noting that Mesa continues to remain in Stage 1 of the 
Water Shortage Management Plan. He reported on the water consumption trends that continue 
to decline for both residential and non-residential customers in the city due to more efficient 
plumbing and appliances. He pointed out that 11% of water accounts are held by non-residential 
customers that consume 53% of the water. (See Pages 3 through 6 of Attachment 2) 
 
In response to questions from Vice Mayor Heredia and Councilmember Somers, Mr. Hassert 
explained how staff evaluates the infrastructure and projected water usage of businesses that 
approach the City.  
 
Discussion ensued related to capping water usage of large meter businesses and purchasing 
water credits and deeding to the City.  
 
Mr. Heywood explained the off-project Central Arizona Project (CAP). He illustrated the water 
supply versus demand from 1983 to full buildout and discussed growth scenarios. He clarified the 
City’s water rights and how the Mesa reclamation plants work. He declared the supply and 
demand looks promising for the future as it stands. He modeled a worst-case scenario, assuring 
the City would be prepared to deal with a water shortage and cut if needed. (See Pages 7 through 
16 of Attachment 2) 
 
Mr. Hassert concluded with an overview of the presentation. (See Page 17 of Attachment 2)  

 
3. Acknowledge receipt of minutes of various boards and committees. 
 

3-a. Housing and Community Development Advisory Board meeting held on May 4, 2023.  
 

It was moved by Councilmember Somers, seconded by Councilmember Freeman, that receipt of 
the above-listed minutes be acknowledged. 
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Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
 
AYES – Giles–Heredia–Duff–Freeman–Goforth–Somers–Spilsbury 
NAYS – None 
ABSENT – None 
 

Carried unanimously. 
 
4. Current events summary including meetings and conferences attended. 
 

Mayor Giles and Councilmembers highlighted the events, meetings and conferences recently 
attended. 

 
5. Scheduling of meetings. 
 

Assistant City Manager Scott Butler stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 
Monday, September 18, 2023, 5:15 p.m. – Study Session 
 
Monday, September 18, 2023, 5:45 p.m. – Regular Meeting 
 

6. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 9:21 a.m. 
 
 
 

    ____________________________________ 
JOHN GILES, MAYOR 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 14th day of September 2023. I further certify that the 
meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

 
 
 

    _______________________________ 
    HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 
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