
City of Mesa | Design Review Board                                 

Meeting Minutes 

 Tuesday, November 14, 2023 
Virtual Platform 

57 East 1st Street 
4:30 PM 

 
A meeting of the Design Review Board was held at 4:30 p.m. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:    MEMBERS ABSENT:   

 Chair Scott Thomas 
 Vice Chair Dane Astle  
 Boardmember Paul Johnson 
 Boardmember Jeanette Knudsen  
 Boardmember Justin Trexler     

Boardmember Bell        
     
        

STAFF PRESENT:                             OTHERS PRESENT: 
Evan Balmer   
Cassidy Welch 
Joshua Grandlienard 
Sean Pesek  
Kwasi Abebrese 
Vanessa Felix  

 
 (* indicates Boardmember or staff participated in the meeting using audio 
 conference equipment)     
 
1 Call meeting to order. 
 

Chair Thomas welcomed everyone to the meeting at 4:30 PM 
 
 
2  Staff update  
  
 Introduced and welcomed new Boardmember Kyle Bell. 
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3 Consider the Minutes from the October 17, 2023 Design Review Board 
Meeting. 

 
A motion to approve the Minutes from the October 17, 2023, Design Review Board 
Meeting was made by Boardmember Trexler and seconded by Boardmember 
Astle. 
 
Vote: 6 – 0 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
AYES – Thomas – Astle – Johnson – Knudsen – Trexler – Bell 
NAYS – None 
ABSENT– None  
ABSTAINED – None 
 

 
4 Discuss and take action on the following Design Review cases: 
 
4a DRB23-00504 - "Skybridge of Arizona" (District 6). Within the 6600 block of 

South Sossaman Road (east side). Located north of Pecos Road on the east 
side of Sossaman Road. (4± acres). Design Review and Site Plan Review for an 
office development. Brian Atkinson, Applicant; Williams Gateway Airport 
Authority, Owner. 

 
 Staff planner Sean Pesek presented the case.   

See attached presentation. 
  

Conditions of Approval: 
1. Compliance with the final site plan, elevations, and landscape plan 

submitted. 
2. Compliance with all City development codes and regulations. 
3. Compliance with all conditions of approval for Z07-014. 
4. Compliance with all requirements of Chapter 19 of the Zoning 

Ordinance including: 
a. Owner must execute the City’s standard Avigation Easement 

and Release for Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport prior to or 
concurrently with the recordation of the final subdivision map or 
the issuance of a building permit, whichever occurs first.  

b. Due to the proximity to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport, any 
proposed permanent or temporary structure, as required by the 
FAA, is subject to an FAA filing for review in conformance with 
CFR Title 14 Part 77 (Form 7460) to determine any effect to 
navigable airspace and air navigation facilities. A completed 
form with a response by the FAA must accompany any building 
permit application for structure(s) on the property.  

c. Prior to the issuance of any building permit, provide 
documentation by a registered professional engineer or 
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registered professional architect demonstrating compliance with 
the noise level reductions required in Section 11-19-5 of the 
Mesa Zoning Ordinance. 

d. Provide written notice to future property owners that the project 
is within 2 miles of Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport. 

 
A motion to approve case DRB23-00504 was made by Boardmember Astle and  
seconded by Boardmember Trexler. 
 
 
Vote: 6 – 0 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
AYES – Thomas – Astle – Johnson – Knudsen – Trexler – Bell 
NAYS – None 
ABSENT– None  
ABSTAINED – None 
 
 
5 Discuss and provide direction on the following Preliminary Design Review 
 cases:* 
 
5a DRB22-00614 - "Outlaw Trucking" (District 2). Within the 5200 to 5300 blocks 

of East Main Street (south side). Located south of Main Street and east of Higley 
Road (1± acres). Design Review for a major automobile repair facility. Dan 
Christensen, C.E.W. Associates, Applicant; Jason Dial, Outlaw Trucking, Owner. 

 
 Staff planner Joshua Grandlienard presented the case.   
 See attached presentation. 
 

Staff planner Joshua Grandlienard summarized the case: 
• Provide articulation for the center portion of the site 
• Return the parapet walls  
• Check the window alignment with the floor plan 
• Provide more depth and movement 
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5b DRB22-01158 - “Kids Incorporated” (District 6). Within the 9300 to 8400 
blocks of East Cadence Parkway (south side). Located east of Ellsworth Road 
and south of Ray Road. (1± acres). Design Review for a day care facility. John 
Reddell, John Reddell Architects, Inc., Applicant; Ellsworth and Cadence LLC., 
Owner. 

 
Staff planner Kwasi Abebrese presented the case.   

 See attached presentation. 
  

Staff planner Kwasi Abebrese summarized the case: 
• Improve the corner entrance at the north elevation of the proposed 

building. 
• Concerns on the hours of operation, traffic volumes, and the number of 

parking spaces proposed. 
 
 
Robyn Klawilter, 7135 E Camelback Road - expressed their opposition to this project. 

 
 

5c DRB23-00547 - "Edged Data Center" (District 6). Within the 8700 and 8800 
blocks of East Warner Road (south side). Located south of Warner Road and 
west of Ellsworth Road. (14± acres). Design Review for a data center. Sean 
Lake, Pew & Lake, PLC., Applicant; Scannell Properties No. 507, Owner. 

 
Staff planner Joshua Grandlienard presented the case.   

 See attached presentation. 
  

Staff planner Joshua Grandlienard summarized the case: 
• Incorporate louvers into the proposed architecture for the portion of the 

structure housing the chillers 
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5d DRB23-00709 - “EdgeConneX” (District 6). Within the 3200 to 3300 blocks of 
South Hawes Road (east side). Located north of Elliot Road on the east side of 
Hawes Road. (80± acres). Design Review for a data center. Matthew Hake, HKS, 
Inc., Applicant; Loop 202 & Elliot Road, LLC, Owner. 

 
Staff planner Cassidy Welch presented the case.   

 See attached presentation. 
  

Staff planner Cassidy Welch summarized the case: 
• Provide additional detail on the Hawes Road façade of Building 1 at 

the central admin. area and adjacent sides. Detail may include:  
o Textural relief 
o Bump outs 
o Articulation on the north and south sides of the admin. area 

• Human-scale elements such as canopy or trellis 
• Move walls in and out on Hawes elevation of Building 1 to break up the 

flat façade 
• Confirm all rooftop mechanical equipment is screened 

 
 
5e DRB23-00765 - "CCC Mesa Children's Building" (District 1). Within the 

900 to 1000 block of North Lindsay Road (east side) and within the 2800 and 
3000 blocks of East Encanto Street (south side). Located south of 
Brown Road on the east side of Lindsay Road. (34± acres). Design Review for a 
place of worship. Dan Brusnahan, Todd and Associates, Applicant; Central 
Christian Church of Mesa, Owner. 
 
Staff planner Joshua Grandlienard presented the case.  

 See attached presentation. 
  

Staff planner Joshua Grandlienard summarized the case: 
• No comments 

 
 
6 Adjournment: Boardmember Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting and was 

seconded by Boardmember Trexler. Without objection, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:40 PM. 



DRB23-00504
SkyBridge – Lot 116b

November 14, 2023Sean Pesek, Planner II



Request
• Site Plan Review and 

Design Review

• To allow for an office 
development



Location
• North of Pecos Road

• East of Sossaman Road

• West side of Peak Air 
Circle



General Plan
Specialty District

• Maintain a campus feel and 
connection between buildings by 
having consistency in landscaping 
and signage

• High quality of building design and 
materials



Zoning
• Light Industrial with a Planned Area 

Development overlay (LI-PAD)

• Proposed use is permitted in the 
Light Industrial zoning district

• Per Ord. No. 4691, the Design 
Review Board is required to review 
and approve all future 
development plans



Site Photos

Looking east from Sossaman Road



Site Plan
• Two office buildings totaling 

approximately 36,800 sq ft

• 1,535 sq ft of outdoor seating 
area between the two buildings

• Vehicular access is provided 
from Sossaman Road and Peak 
Air Circle

• 212 parking spaces required; 
213 spaces provided



Landscape Plan



Elevations



Elevations



Elevations



Elevations



Elevations



Elevations



Renderings



Colors and Materials



Findings
 Complies with the 2040 Mesa General Plan 

 Criteria in Chapter 69 of the MZO for Site Plan Review

 Criteria in Chapter 70 of the MZO for Design Review

Staff recommends Approval with Conditions



DRB22-00614
Outlaw Trucking

November 14, 2023Josh Grandlienard, AICP, Planner II



Request
• Design Review 

• To allow for a 
major automobile 
repair facility



Location
• East of Higley Road

• South of Main Street



Site Photo

Looking south from Main Street



Site Plan
• Shared Access from Main 

Street

• 5,600 sq. ft. building and 
canopy

• 11 parking spots on site



Landscape Plan



Elevations



Elevations



Rendering



Color and Materials



Alternative Compliance 
Materials.  Facades shall incorporate at least 3 different materials

Materials. No more than 50% of the façade may be covered with one 
single material



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the following:

Proposed building elevations and landscape design
Alternative Compliance for Building Materials 

Staff welcomes any feedback



Zoning
• General Commercial

• Proposed use is allowed by 
right



DRB22-01158
Kids Incorporated

November 14, 2023Kwasi Abebrese, Planner I



Request
• Design Review

• To allow for a day 
care facility



Location
• East of Ellsworth Road

• South of Ray Road

• South of Cadence 
Parkway



Site Photo

Looking south from Cadence Parkway



Site Context

Looking south from Cadence Parkway



Site Context

Looking south from Cadence Parkway



Site Context

Looking south from Cadence Parkway



Site Plan
• One-story 10,147 sq. ft. day 

care center

• Fenced playground area with 
shade structures

• Vehicular access from East 
Cadence Parkway

• 27 parking spaces required; 29 
spaces provided



Landscape Plan



Elevations

North Elevation

West Elevation



Elevations

South Elevation

East Elevation



Renderings



Renderings



Colors and Materials



Alternative Compliance 
 Wall Articulation. Exterior buildings walls shall be subdivided and 

proportioned to human scale, using projections, overhangs and 
recesses



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the 
following:
Proposed building elevations and landscape design
Alternative compliance request

Staff welcomes any feedback



Zoning
• Planned Community (PC)

• Within the Community 
Commercial (CC) Land Use 
Group

• Proposed use is allowed by 
right



DRB23-00547
Edged Data Center

November 14, 2023Josh Grandlienard, AICP, Planner II



Request
• Design Review

• To allow for a data 
center 



Location
• West of Ellsworth

• South of Warner Road



Site Photo

Looking south from Warner Road



Site Plan
• Shared Access from 

Warner Road

• 127,924 SF building

• 93 Parking spots proposed



Landscape Plan



North and South Elevations



East and West Elevations



Renderings



Renderings



Color and Materials



Alternative Compliance 
Materials.  Facades shall incorporate at least 3 different materials

Materials. No more than 50% of the façade may be covered with one 
single material



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the following:

Proposed building elevations and landscape design
Alternative Compliance for Building Materials 

Staff welcomes any feedback



Zoning
• Light Industrial with 

a Planned Area 
Development 
Overlay (LI-PAD)

• Data Center is an 
allowed use within 
the LI zone



DRB23-00709
EdgeConneX

November 14, 2023Cassidy Welch, Senior Planner



Request
• Design Review

• To allow for a data 
center



Location
• North of Elliot Road

• East of Hawes Road



Site Photos

Looking east towards the site



Site Plan
• 3 industrial buildings

• Equipment located in 
the rear

• Access from Hawes 
Road



Landscape Plan



Elevations – Building 1



Elevations – Building 1



Elevations – Building 2



Elevations – Building 2



Elevations – Building 2



Elevations – Building 3



Elevations – Building 3



Elevations – Building 3



Renderings



Renderings



Renderings



Color and Material Board



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the following:

Proposed building elevations and landscape design

Staff welcomes any feedback



Alternative Compliance 
Materials.  Facades shall incorporate at least 3 different materials

Materials. No more than 50% of the façade may be covered with one 
single material

 Parapet. All parapets must have detailing.



DRB23-00765
CCC Mesa Children’s Building

November 14, 2023Josh Grandlienard, AICP, Planner II



Request
• Design review

• To allow for the 
expansion of a Place of 
Worship



Location
• East of Lindsay Road

• South of Brown Road

• South of Encanto Street



Site Photo

Looking east from Lindsay Road



Site Plan
• 24,470 square foot new Children’s 

Building to replace existing modular 
classrooms

• 1,103 parking spots on site after 
construction, 763 spots required

• SCIP request for existing non-
conforming conditions, approved by 
the Board of Adjustment on 
November 1st



Landscape Plan



Elevations

North Elevation

East Elevation



Elevations

South Elevation

West Elevation



Color and Materials



Findings
Staff is seeking your review and recommendation on the following:

Proposed building elevations and landscape design

Staff welcomes any feedback



General Plan
Specialty: Educational Campus
• Typically for schools and any 

adjacent uses consistent with the 
school itself

• Elementary school located 
southeast of the proposed 
structure and is consistent with 
existing use



Zoning
• Single Residence -  9 (RS-9)

• Proposed expansion of the 
existing allowed use
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