
 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
May 20, 2024 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower-level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on May 20, 2024, at 4:45 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles 
Francisco Heredia 
Jennifer Duff* 
Mark Freeman 
Scott Somers 
Julie Spilsbury 
 

  Alicia Goforth  
 
 

Christopher Brady 
Holly Moseley 
Jim Smith 
 
 

(*Participated in the meeting through the use of video conference equipment.) 
 
Mayor Giles conducted a roll call. 
 
Mayor Giles excused Councilmember Goforth from the entire meeting. 
 

1. Review and discuss items on the agenda for the May 20, 2024, Regular Council meeting. 
 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 
 
Conflict of interest: None 

 
Items removed from the consent agenda: None  
 
In response to a request from City Manager Christpher Brady, Senior Economic Development 
Project Manager Jeffrey Robbins and Assistant Planning Director Rachel Nettles provided an 
update on the 2050 General Plan (GP) referred to in Item 12-a, (Conduct a public hearing on a 
new City of Mesa general plan - the Moving Forward Together: Tomorrow’s Mesa 2050 
General Plan.), and Item 12-b, (A resolution adopting, and submitting to the voters for 
ratification at the November 5, 2024 election, the City of Mesa’s new general plan - the 
Moving Forward Together: Tomorrow’s Mesa 2050 General Plan - setting forth the 
comprehensive, long-range plan and policies to guide Mesa’s future growth and 
development. The Mesa 2050 General Plan will not change current zoning or increase 
taxes. (Citywide)), on the Regular Council meeting agenda, and displayed a PowerPoint 
Presentation. (See Attachment 1) 
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Mr. Robbins provided a summary of the changes that were made to the GP and stated that the 
changes were prompted by a request from a citizen that had a concern about the Urban Center 
placetype that was assigned to a property located south of McKellips Road, between Lindsay 
Road and North 32nd Street. He stated that due to concern about potential development near rural 
properties, the placetype in the GP for the property was changed back to rural residential.  
 
Mr. Brady added that information in the GP does not change the zoning of a property but gives 
staff additional direction. 
 
City Attorney Jim Smith confirmed that this change has been added to the document proposed 
for approval.  
 
Responding to a question from Councilmember Freeman, Ms. Nettles clarified that the comment 
received was regarding property located in the city limits which was adjacent to a county parcel. 
She stated that the Planning and Zoning Board discussed the concern and public outreach was 
done and made the recommendation to leave the placetype as rural residential. (See Page 2 of 
Attachment 1) 

  
Mr. Robbins reported that substantial efforts were made to expand the outreach across all Council 
districts to ensure as many citizens as possible were reached. 

  
 Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation.  
  
2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss, and receive an update on public outreach results for, and provide 

direction on, the proposed 2024 General Obligation Bonds.  
 
City Engineer Beth Huning displayed a PowerPoint presentation. (Attachment 2) 
 
Ms. Huning gave an overview of the visioning process and reviewed the steps taken to create the 
proposed 2024 General Obligation (GO) Bond request. She identified the first priority in the GP 
as Enhancing Community Safety and provided a list of the proposed community safety projects. 
(See Pages 2 through 4 of Attachment 2) 
 
Mr. Brady confirmed that projects were identified for recommendation based on Council feedback 
and support. 
 
Assistant City Manager Scott Butler reiterated the priority of the Council and residents for 
community safety projects and provided details about the community safety projects which are 
under construction at this time. He highlighted the Emergency 911 Center, outlining the facility 
needs and explaining the opportunities to streamline processes between all public safety 
platforms. He reported that the City hired a consultant who recommended a joint facility for Police 
and Fire dispatch to improve collaboration and efficiency. (See Page 5 of Attachment 2) 
 
Councilmember Somers spoke in opposition to the colocation idea but promotes funding to invest 
in technology and communications of the call centers.  
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding the Emergency 911 Center and the call center standards. 
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Mayor Giles added that this presentation is only for the possibility of being added to the ballot and 
that the future Council and management will handle the details.   

 
Mr. Butler provided an overview of the proposed Fire and Medical Substation and explained that 
this project is in response to filling gap areas between existing stations. He identified the possible 
location, stating that the building needs to be large enough to meet current and future needs. He 
displayed a graph that showed citywide incident counts. (See Pages 6 and 7 of Attachment 2) 

 
Ms. Huning addressed the fiber network project and provided details and the scope of Phase 2 of 
the project which requires additional funding. (See Page 8 of Attachment 2) 

 
Mr. Butler summarized the fire apparatus replacement needs. (See Page 9 of Attachment 2) 
  
Assistant Transportation Director Erik Guderian summarized the proposed Safe Streets for All 
project to be constructed on the Center Street corridor and explained that the focus will be the 
connection to Downtown from North Mesa. (See Page 10 of Attachment 2) 
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding the funding and the project scope of the proposed Safe 
Streets for All project. 
 
Mr. Smith reiterated that this is just an example of what could be funded.  

  
Mr. Guderian emphasized that prior to the project taking place a feasibility study will be completed 
and shared with Council. He stated that many steps need to be taken before taking this project to 
the design phase.  
 
Discussion ensued relative to the Fire and Medical Substation.  
 
Ms. Huning summarized the Community Safety proposed project cost estimates. (See Page 11 
of Attachment 2) 

 
Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities Department Director Andrea Moore gave an 
overview of the Active Lifestyles proposed projects. She summarized the projects identifying them 
as two pool projects, park renovations, added pickleball courts, an indoor recreation center and 
the Northeast Regional Trail system. (See Pages 12 through 17 of Attachment 2) 
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding the Northeast Regional Trail system. 
 
Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation and stated that the rest of this presentation will be 
continued at a future date.   

 
3. Current events summary including meetings and conferences attended. 
 

Mayor Giles stated that this item would be continued to a future date.  
 
4. Scheduling of meetings. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
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Thursday, May 23, 2024, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
 
Thursday, May 30, 2024, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session  
 

4. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 5:59 p.m. 
 

 
 

    ____________________________________ 
JOHN GILES, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 20th day of May 2024. I further certify that the meeting 
was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 
 
 
    _______________________________ 

    HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 
 
sr  
(Attachments 2) 
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