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How we got here

2016
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Green Stormwater Infrastructure/ Low Impact Development

Mesa Urban Garden Curb Cuts & Rain Garden

Fiesta District Southern Avenue Road Diet & Stormwater Harvest Swales 4



SOTC 2021
Climate Action Plan

SOTC 2023
Million Tree Initiative
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999,700 to go!

SOTC, Feb. 7, gave away
300 tree seedlings
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West Mesa Heat Action Project, Nov. 2021
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Science Behind Mesa’s Million Tree Challenge
• Arizona Department of 

Forestry and Fire 
Management Canopy Map

• Preliminary assessment at 
6.3%

• Canopy cover for Sonoran 
Desert, 15%

• Setting a goal at one million 
to be planted by 2050
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Record Your Newly Planted Tree!
MesaListens.com/trees-are-cool
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https://www.mesalistens.com/trees-are-cool


Trees Registered To Date
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Momentum from Million Tree Initiative
Tree Plantings
• April 15, 1 Tree, Celebrate Mesa: Living Green Village
• April 19, 6 Trees, Emerald Park for National Volunteer Week Proclamation 
• April 25, 20 Trees, Skyline Park
27 Trees Planted by Volunteers in Mesa Parks for Arbor Day

Tree Seedling Giveaways
• Feb 7 – 300 Tree Seedling – State of the City 
• March 24 – 20 Tree Seedling Giveaway –Customer Appreciation at Spring Training Event – Solid Waste
• April 4 – 100 Tree Seedling Giveaway – Mesa Main Library, Heat-Proof Desert Gardening talk 
• April 8 – 50 Tree Seedling Giveaway – Dobson Library, Creative Container Gardening talk 
• April 26 – 40 Tree Seedling Giveaway – 6th grade STEM Chief Innovation Officers, City Manager’s Office
• April 28 – 75 Tree Seedling Giveaway for Arbor Day – Arbor Day Celebration, Red Mountain Library
585 Tree Seedlings Distributed

Those who have reached out to us about Trees Are Cool since SOTC:
City Departments, Boeing, Shutterfly, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), AT&T Fiber, Google Fiber, Superstition Springs Center, Arizona Nursery 
Association, Moon Valley Nurseries, V&P Wholesale Nursery

Great attention by the press 11



Dobson Ranch Library Tree Seedling Giveaway, April 8
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Emerald Park Tree Planting, April 19
PriceWaterhouseCoopers
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Skyline Park Tree Planting, April 25Boeing, Shutterfly, Skyline High School,
Arizona Sustainability Alliance, West Coast Arborist
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Skyline High School Students with Trees Are Cool Shirts
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Looking Ahead: 
Staffing

Urban Forester
• Subject matter expert 
• Urban forest assessment/tree inventory
• Tree & Shade Plan
• Urban forest protection policies and codes
• Green stormwater infrastructure – growing 

without straining water resources 
• Community education and planting projects
• Increase private urban forest investment
• Regional committees
• Manage grants/programs
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Looking Ahead: 
Events

Tree Distribution Events
Electric Service Area and Citywide
• Four events per year (spring and fall)

• Two for Electric Service Area
• Two Citywide
• 600 5-gallon trees (150 per event)
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Looking Ahead: 
Working in the 
Community

Planting Projects
• Streets
• Parks
• City Buildings
• Transit Spaces
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Looking Ahead: 
Working in the 
Community

Proposed Grants & 
Appropriations 
• Senator Sinema Appropriation 
• ASU IRA USDA Grant Proposal –

Neighborhoods
• MPS IRA USDA Grant Proposal –

Partnership for trees in schools
• State DFFM Grant Opportunities
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City of Mesa

Community & 
Partners

Nonprofits & 
NGO’s

Mesa Community College
April 2022
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WHAT
COOL
IDEAS DO
YOU HAVE?
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