
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             

 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
September 21, 2020 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session Meeting via a virtual format streamed into 
the lower level meeting room of the Council Chambers, on September 21, 2020 at 5:02 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles* 
Mark Freeman*  
Jennifer Duff* 
Francisco Heredia* 
David Luna* 
Kevin Thompson* 
Jeremy Whittaker*  
 

  None Christopher Brady 
Dee Ann Mickelsen 
Jim Smith 
 
 

(*Council participated in the meeting through the use of video conference equipment.) 
 
Vice Mayor Freeman joined the meeting at 5:04 p.m.  

 
Mayor Giles conducted a roll call. 

 
1. Review and discuss items on the agenda for the September 21, 2020 Regular Council meeting. 
 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 
 
Conflict of interest:  None 

 
 Items removed from the consent agenda: Item 6-a. 
 
2-a. Hear a presentation and discuss an update on the programs and services provided by the Mesa 

Historical Museum. 
  

Arts and Cultural Director Cindy Ornstein introduced Susan Ricci, Executive Director of the Mesa 
Historical Museum and displayed a PowerPoint presentation. (See Attachment 1)   
 
Ms. Ricci reviewed the types of activities completed at the Mesa Historical Museum (MHM) during 
the pandemic shut down. (See Page 2 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci displayed pictures showing the temporary inventory set up in the auditorium where the 
staff cleaned rooms and inventoried collections. (See Page 3 through 4 of Attachment 1) 
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Ms. Ricci shared the MHM does special exhibits twice per year, but because of the circumstances, 
the museum will have the upcoming exhibit, Women in Aviation running through Memorial Day of 
2021. She explained the Wings of Flight Foundation at Falcon Field, Phoenix 99’s, Chandler 
Museum, and the Pima Air and Space Museum assisted with the exhibit since the pandemic made 
it difficult to request out of state inventory. She shared photographs of the inventory obtained for 
the exhibit. (See Pages 6 through 9 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci expressed excitement about the inventory from the 1900’s that is being loaned to the 
museum. She mentioned when the museum rotates exhibits, a Lehi school exhibit will be featured 
in one of the small rooms. (See Pages 10 through 12 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ricci stated museum staff recently updated the Mesa History room during the closure. She 
pointed out the Baseball exhibit was relocated to another room, and agriculture was incorporated 
into the history room in place of baseball, since it is an important part of the settling in Mesa. She 
provided some of the many topics covered in the exhibit such as ranching, blacksmithing, and the 
role of women. She displayed photos of the newly remodeled exhibit. (See Pages 13 through 15 
of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci announced the MHM will be creating a Founding Families exhibit that will display 
different vignettes of what daily living was like for the founders, as well as photographs of the 
families. She hoped the front porch vignette could become interactive so speakers can come to 
the museum to tell stories about the history of Mesa. (See Pages 16 through 17 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci announced a few of the future exhibits that will be created for 2021. (See Pages 18 of 
Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci highlighted the grants and awards the MHM received during the closure. She mentioned 
placing a television on the front porch vignette so the museum can run videos and interviews 
about the exhibit throughout the day. (See Page 19 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci discussed the upcoming fundraising events for the MHM, which include a rummage 
sale, book fair, cemetery tours, and other events that will be created by the fundraising committee. 
(See Page 20 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci noted the online collections and virtual exhibits that are currently available. (See Pages 
21 through 23 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ricci thanked Vice Mayor Freeman for recommending Robert Wilson who has volunteered 
to help catalog the MHM collections. 
 
Ms. Ricci commented the grand reopening of the MHM will be October 10, 2020 with limited hours 
until November 1, 2020. 
 
Mayor Giles expressed excitement to see the MHM opening and said the museum is a very 
pandemic friendly place in terms of social distancing. He looked forward to participating in the 
upcoming cemetery tour. 

 
Vice Mayor Freeman commented he was invited to talk about a direct decedent of the Crismon 
family, and a direct decedent of Daniel W. Jones who was one of the founding leaders of Lehi. 
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Councilmember Duff thanked MHM for putting together the exciting collections of Mesa history, 
specifically the Women in Aviation exhibit. She mentioned this exhibit is an untold story and that 
she is appreciative of the exhibit at this time since this year we are celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage. 
 
Councilmember Thompson indicated he was impressed with the MHM exhibits, especially the 
Play Ball display.  

 
Councilmember Luna congratulated Ms. Ricci and staff about the History of Mesa exhibit. He is 
looking forward to seeing the museum in the future. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Giles, City Manager Christopher Brady stated a plan for 
reopening Mesa’s museums will be presented in October. 

 
 Mayor Giles thanked Ms. Ricci for the presentation. 

 
3. Acknowledge receipt of minutes of various boards and committees. 
  
 3-a. Human Relations Advisory Board meeting held on June 24, 2020. 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Luna, seconded by Councilmember Thompson, that receipt of 
the above-listed minutes be acknowledged. 

 
 Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 

 
 AYES – Giles-Freeman-Duff-Heredia-Luna-Thompson-Whittaker 
 NAYS – None 
 

                       Carried unanimously. 
 
4. Current events summary including meetings and conferences attended.   
 

Councilmember Luna –  2020 International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) Fallen 
Firefighter Virtual Memorial 

 Economic Development Virtual Meeting 
 Economic Development Advisory Board Meeting – 

Business community needs 
 I.D.E.A. Museum Meeting on board/sponsorship/donor 

needs 
 
Councilmember Duff acknowledged the recent passing of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, who fought for equality of the sexes and women’s rights. 

 
5. Scheduling of meetings. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 

Thursday, September 24, 2020, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
 
Thursday, September 24, 2020, 8:00 a.m. – Public Safety Committee meeting 
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7. 

Saturday, September 26, 2020, 9:00 a.m. -COVID-19 Testing and Flu Shots available at Lincoln 
Elementary 

Mr. Brady reported the first of five Saturday COVID and flu shot events had a great turnout. He 
stated there were over 400 flu shots provided and roughly 200 COVID tests completed. He 
expressed appreciation to City staff and Mesa Public Schools for the support with the events. 

Mayor Giles announced the COVID testing and flu shot events will be provided at four different 
Mesa elementary schools on Saturday mornings over the next four weeks. He mentioned there 
will be masks provided to families as well as information about the City's resourceful programs. 

Adjournment. 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 5:34 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

Qelk#c~ E ANN MICELSEN,CITYCLERK 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 21 st day of September 2020. I further certify that the 
meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

lltA~ 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 

jg 
(Attachments - 1) 
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