
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
January 28, 2013 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on January 28, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 

 
 
COUNCIL ABSENT 

 
 
OFFICERS PRESENT 

   
Scott Smith Dina Higgins Christopher Brady 
Alex Finter Scott Somers Debbie Spinner 
Christopher Glover  Dee Ann Mickelsen  
Dennis Kavanaugh   
Dave Richins   
 
 (Mayor Smith excused Vice Mayor Somers and Councilwoman Higgins from the entire meeting.   

He also excused Councilmember Glover from the beginning of the meeting; he arrived at 5:11 
p.m.) 

 
1. Review items on the agenda for the January 28, 2013 Regular Council meeting. 
 
 All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 

noted: 
 
 Conflict of interest: None. 
 
 Items removed from the consent agenda: None.  
 
 Assistant Police Chief Mario Lattanzio, Director of Fleet Services Pete Scarafiotti and Police 

Sergeant Brent Olson displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 1) and discussed 
Item 4-d (Purchase of Four (4) New Law Enforcement Vehicles (Tahoes) for the Police 
Department) on the Regular Council Meeting agenda. 
 
Director of Water Resources Kathryn Sorensen and Water Resources Advisor Colette Moore 
displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 2) and discussed Item 5-d (Approving 
and authorizing the City Manager to execute the Amended and Restated White Mountain 
Apache Water Rights Quantification Agreement with various parties, including a Lease 
Agreement for Central Arizona Project Water with the City of Mesa, the White Mountain Apache 
Tribe and the United States) on the Regular Council Meeting agenda.   
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2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss and provide direction on the 2012 Bicycle Master Plan. 
 
 Director of Transportation Dan Cleavenger introduced Senior Transportation Engineer Mark 

Venti and Planner II James Hash, who were prepared to address the Council.  
 

Mr. Cleavenger reported that the Bicycle Master Plan, which is included on tonight’s Regular 
Council meeting agenda for adoption (Item 5-h), is the culmination of three years of work by City 
staff. He noted that if the City had hired a consultant to create the Plan, it most likely would have 
incurred an estimated $200,000 in costs.  

 
 Mr. Cleavenger advised that staff’s outreach efforts for the Plan were well coordinated, including 

the creation of a citizen working group, a technical advisory group (comprised of City 
employees), and conducting public meetings in each Council District.  He said that the Plan was 
not only reviewed and recommended for Council adoption by the Transportation Advisory Board 
(TAB), but also the Sustainability and Transportation Committee. 

 
 Mr. Venti displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 3) and reviewed the Bicycle 

Plan Vision Statement. (See Page 2 of Attachment 3) He explained that the vision of the Plan 
conforms with the City’s current vision, especially as it relates to the development of light rail, 
the establishment of downtown college campuses, the construction of the Chicago Cubs 
Stadium, various improvements in the Fiesta District, and the general urbanization of the 
community. He said that now is a perfect time to develop an idea and a vision for an alternative 
mode of transportation, such as bicycles.  

 
 Mr. Hash briefly highlighted the goals and objectives of the Bicycle Plan (See Pages 3 and 4 of 

Attachment 3), which were compiled as a result of input solicited from the public, the working 
groups and the collection of various survey data. He pointed out that the identified goals “match” 
the League of American Bicyclists’ Bicycle Friendly Community objectives. Mr. Hash noted that 
one of staff’s goals is to achieve the designation of a “Platinum Level” Bicycle Friendly 
Community by 2022. He added that performance measures will be established in an effort to 
ensure that the goals are met.  

 
 Mr. Hash remarked that at the present time, the City of Mesa has an effective Child Bicycle 

Safety Education Program, but lacks in the area of Adult Bicycle Safety Education. He stated 
that with the assistance of the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), staff intends to 
develop “a more robust” program in that regard.  

 
 Mr. Hash indicated that the City’s Transportation Department will once again host the Arizona 

Bicycle Festival, which is held in cooperation with the El Tour de Mesa. He advised that staff will 
work with the Mesa Police Department (MPD) in order to provide police officer re-education 
briefings. Mr. Dash said that in addition, staff will offer training/bicycle safety programs in the 
court system in an effort to defer fines for individuals who receive bicycle-related citations.  

 
 Mr. Venti continued with the presentation and briefly discussed the different types of bike 

facilities. (See Page 6 of Attachment 3)  
 

Mr. Venti displayed a series of maps and reviewed the network needs and the top 40 projects 
that were identified within the six Council Districts. (See Pages 7 through 13 of Attachment 3) 
He explained that through the efforts of the citizen working group and City employees, soliciting 
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public comments, using various computer methodology, and assessing the manner in which the 
network would connect with the region, staff was able to determine where there were gaps 
within the existing system with respect to bike lanes, bike routes and shared-use paths.  
 

 In response to a comment from Councilmember Kavanaugh, Mr. Venti clarified that a map for 
District 3 was inadvertently deleted from the presentation materials. He assured Councilmember 
Kavanaugh that staff has identified projects in District 3.  

 
 Mr. Hash provided a short synopsis of the recommendations for program expansion as follows: 
 

• Programs for Adult Bicyclists 
• Bicycle Diversion Program 
• Safe Routes to School 
• Bicycle Media Campaign 
• Bicycle Tourism Packet 

 
Mr. Hash advised that staff recognizes that Mesa is “a bicycle destination” and that many people 
travel to Arizona for the bicycle-riding experience. He said that for that reason, it was important 
to promote Mesa as a Bicycle Friendly Community.   
 
Councilmember Kavanaugh commended staff for their efforts and hard work and noted that the 
Bicycle Master Plan has evolved tremendously. He recounted that in 1983, he and his Dobson 
Ranch neighbors worked to convince the City to install bike lanes. He noted that although there 
was initially significant “push back” from staff, such an idea eventually “caught on.” He added 
that the Plan is outstanding and takes into consideration many different components for 
residents and tourists. 
 
Councilmember Finter stated that the new canal bike path in District 2 is widely used and 
stressed the importance of having a safe place for people to ride. He also recognized that a few 
bicycle tragedies have occurred in the community and said that the residents are appreciative of 
Mr. Cleavenger and his staff for their efforts and hard work with respect to the Bicycle Master 
Plan.  
 
Councilmember Richins expressed appreciation for the Plan’s emphasis on the “Safe Routes to 
School” Program. He noted that although his children live within biking distance of their schools, 
in his opinion, it is just not safe for them to do so at this time. He added, however, that he would 
encourage that the program be prioritized to ensure that it remains ongoing.    
 
Mayor Smith thanked staff for their efforts. 

 
2-b. Appointments to Council, Regional and other Boards and Committees. 
  
 It was moved by Councilmember Kavanaugh, seconded by Councilmember Glover, that the 

Council concur with the Mayor’s recommendations (See Attachment 4) and the appointments 
be confirmed.  

 
 Mayor Smith declared the motion carried unanimously by those present.   
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3. Acknowledge receipt of minutes of various boards and committees. 

3-a. Library Advisory Board meeting held November 20, 2012. 

3-b. Audit, Finance and Enterprise Committee meeting held December 3, 2012. 

3-c. Mesa Housing Authority Governing Board meeting held December 6, 2012. 

It was moved by Councilmember Richins, seconded by Councilmember Finter, that receipt of 
the above-listed minutes be acknowledged. 

Mayor Smith declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 

4. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 

There were no reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 

5. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 

Thursday, January 31, 2013, 7:30a.m.- Study Session 

Thursday, January 31, 2013, 9:00 a.m. - Community and Cultural Development Committee 

6. Adjournment. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 28th day of January, 2013. I further certify 
that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

bdw/pag 
(attachments- 4) 

·~ DEE ANN MICKELSEN, INTERIM CITY CLERK 
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