
             
         

JUDICIAL ADVISORY  
BOARD MINUTES 

 
October 3, 2018  
 
The Judicial Advisory Board of the City of Mesa met in the lower level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on October 3, 2018 at 7:45 a.m.  
 
BOARD PRESENT BOARD ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 
 
Wade Swanson, Chairman 

 
Michael Brown 

 
Nicole Fazzio 

Kevin Humphrey 
Daniel Kiley  

May Costa  Agnes Goodwine  
Melissa Hollenbeck 

Gordon Sheffield  
Charles Wirken  
 

 Alfred Smith  
Matt Tafoya 
Paul Thomas   
 

Chairman Swanson excused Boardmembers Brown and Costa from the entire meeting.  
 
1. Introduce new Boardmembers. 
 

Chairman Swanson welcomed newly appointed Boardmembers Kevin Humphrey, Daniel Kiley 
and Charles Wirken to the Judicial Advisory Board. Mr. Humphrey, Mr. Kiley and Mr. Wirken 
provided a brief synopsis of their personal and professional backgrounds. 

 
2. Elect Chair and Vice Chair. 
 

It was moved by Boardmember Kiley, seconded by Boardmember Sheffield, that Boardmember 
Swanson be appointed as Chairperson of the Judicial Advisory Board. 
 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:  
 
AYES – Humphrey-Kiley-Sheffield-Wirken  
NAYS – None  
ABSENT – Brown-Costa 
ABSTAIN – Swanson  
 
Chairman Swanson declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 
 
It was moved by Chairperson Swanson, seconded by Boardmember Kiley, that Boardmember 
Sheffield be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Judicial Advisory Board. 
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Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:  
 
AYES – Swanson-Humphrey-Kiley-Wirken  
NAYS – None  
ABSENT – Brown-Costa 
ABSTAIN – Sheffield   
 
Chairman Swanson declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 
 

3. Items from citizens present. 
 

There were no items from citizens present. 
 

4. Hear an update on the Mesa City Court from Presiding Magistrate Matt Tafoya. 
 

Presiding Magistrate Matt Tafoya addressed the Board and welcomed the new Boardmembers.  
He encouraged all Boardmembers to visit and tour the Mesa City Court.   
 
Presiding Magistrate Matt Tafoya described the Mesa City Court and advised the arraignment 
and in-custody courts have recently been restructured.  He introduced Court Administrator Paul 
Thomas and credited Mr. Thomas for working with the Supreme Court to allow Rule 11 
evaluations and competency hearings to be conducted at the Mesa City Court.  He added Rule 
11 evaluations are now being completed within 4 to 6 days as opposed to 9 to 12 months.  
 
Presiding Magistrate Matt Tafoya provided the Boardmembers with a brochure that details the 
Mesa Community Court. (See Attachment 1) He reported the Mesa Community Court was 
created in July 2018 and is considered a specialty court.  He explained the Mesa Community 
Court was created to provide assistance to individuals who have committed low level offenses 
and are also experiencing homelessness, unemployment, have dependency issues or mental 
health issues.  He advised since the Mesa Community Court has been taking cases several 
individuals have successfully received assistance.  He added if the defendant complies with the 
services offered the prosecutor’s office can reduce the penalty or dismiss the case altogether.  
 
Mr. Thomas commented that the Mesa Community Court is new to Arizona.  He advised other 
cities in the valley have expressed interest in duplicating the same court model.  He explained 
the Mesa Community Court is very mission oriented and the entire community is coming 
together to reach the same goal.  He added the Mesa Community Court is a new way to identify 
and address social problems individuals are experiencing.   
 
In response to a question posed by Boardmember Humphrey, Mr. Thomas reported that 
statistics for the Mesa Community Court are expected to be published after the court has been 
operating for one year.   
 
In response to a question posed by Boardmember Kiley, Presiding Magistrate Matt Tafoya 
advised individuals declared incompetent will be navigated to services offered by the Mesa 
Community Court.   
 
Chairman Swanson thanked Presiding Magistrate Matt Tafoya and Mr. Thomas for providing an 
update on the Mesa City Court.  He encouraged all Boardmembers to take a tour of the Mesa 
City Court and Mesa Community Court.  
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5. Review and discuss policies, schedule and work plan for the Board related to the upcoming 

reappointment of three City Magistrates: 
 
(1) Lisa Johnson 
(2) Craig Fujii 
(3) John Tatz 

 
 Chairman Swanson reviewed the question/interview process. 

 
Chairman Swanson advised he is unable to attend the meeting scheduled for March 6, 2019 
and requested the meeting be changed to either February 27, 2019 or March 20, 2019.  The 
Boardmembers did not object to the change.   
 
Chairman Swanson proposed adjusting the March 2019 meeting time from 4:30 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. due to the anticipated length of the meeting.  The Boardmembers did not object to the 
change.  
 
Chairman Swanson advised a new schedule would be updated and distributed to the 
Boardmembers in the near future.  
  

6. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 

Next meeting: 
 
February 6, 2019, 7:45 a.m.     
Lower Level Council Chambers    
57 E. First Street  
 

7. Adjourn. 
 

 It was moved by Boardmember Wirken, seconded by Boardmember Humphrey, that the 
meeting of the Judicial Advisory Board be adjourned at 8:28 a.m. 

 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:  
 
AYES – Swanson-Sheffield-Humphrey-Kiley- Wirken 
NAYS – None  
ABSENT – Brown-Costa  
 
Chairman Swanson declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Judicial 
Advisory Board meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 3rd day of October, 2018. I further 
certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
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