
- 1 - 

ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MESA, MARICOPA 
COUNTY, ARIZONA, ADDING CHAPTER 14, EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
DISTRICT, TO TITLE 11 OF THE MESA ZONING ORDINANCE AND AMENDING 
SECTIONS 11-3-1, 11-32-3, 11-41-5, AND CHAPTER 87 TO ENABLE THE USE 
AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY DISTRICT. 

 
WHEREAS, several goals and objectives of the 2040 Mesa General Plan include the facilitation of 
additional employment generating land activities; and  

WHEREAS, large employment uses are actively looking for sites with streamlined entitlement processes; 
and  

WHEREAS, the current Zoning Ordinance does not have a zoning district to fulfill the needs of these large 
employment uses; and   

WHEREAS, the City Council’s Strategic Plan includes the pursuit of a wide variety of Healthcare, 
Education, Aerospace Tourism/Technology and other employment generating opportunities; seeks 
entrepreneurial solutions; and seeks to create partnerships with success-oriented businesses and 
industries. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MESA, MARICOPA COUNTY, 
ARIZONA, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1: That Title 11 of the Mesa City Code is hereby amended to add Chapter 14: Employment 
Opportunity District, as written below:   
 
CHAPTER 14  EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY DISTRICT 
 
11-14-1  PURPOSE  
THE PURPOSE OF THE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY DISTRICT (EO) IS TO: 

A. FACILITATE ENTITLEMENTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PROJECTS ALIGNED WITH CITY COUNCIL 

ADOPTED PLANS AND POLICIES, PARTICULARLY THOSE PROJECTS THAT ATTRACT INDUSTRIES 

PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY;  

B. ACCOMMODATE LARGE-SCALE, UNIFIED AND PLANNED EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENTS THAT 

ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE INNOVATIVE AND SUSTAINABLE LAND USES;  

C. ALLOW FLEXIBILITY THAT ACCOMMODATES MARKET CHANGES WHILE PROVIDING INCENTIVES 

FOR HIGH QUALITY DEVELOPMENT THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE GOALS OF BOTH THE MESA 

GENERAL PLAN AND ANY APPLICABLE SUB-AREA PLANS;  

D. ESTABLISH PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA TAILORED TO THE OPPORTUNITIES AND 

CONSTRAINTS OF THE PROPERTY; AND 

E. ENCOURAGE CREATIVE AND HIGH QUALITY DESIGN, AND ESTABLISH STANDARDS LEADING TO 

AN EFFICIENT, AESTHETIC, SUSTAINABLE, AND DESIRABLE DEVELOPMENT.  
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11-14-2 APPLICABILITY AND AUTHORITY 

A. APPLICABILITY: AN EO DISTRICT SHALL ONLY BE ESTABLISHED FOR AN AREA WHEN THE CITY 
COUNCIL FINDS THAT THE PROPERTY MEETS THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: 

1. GENERAL PLAN. EO DISTRICTS MAY BE ESTABLISHED WITHIN AREAS DESIGNATED 
EMPLOYMENT AND/OR EMPLOYMENT MIXED USE ACTIVITY DISTRICT IN THE MESA 
GENERAL PLAN.  

2. MINIMUM AREA. THE MINIMUM AREA REQUIRED FOR AN EO DISTRICT IS 160 
CONTIGUOUS ACRES. 

B. DESIGNATION OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY DISTRICT, STATUS OF EXISTING ZONING 

DISTRICT, AND OPTIONAL USE OF FLOATING ZONE.  

CITY COUNCIL MAY APPROVE THE EO DISTRICT IN CONFORMANCE WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS 
OF THIS CHAPTER. THE COUNCIL’S APPROVAL SHALL EITHER:  

1. APPLY IMMEDIATELY AS THE ZONING DISTRICT ON A PROPERTY; OR  

2. RETAIN THE EXISTING (NON-EO) DISTRICT AS THE ACTIVE ZONING DISTRICT UNTIL SUCH 
TIME AS A PROPERTY OWNER CHOOSES TO OPT-IN TO THE EO DISTRICT (SEC 11-14-2.C). 
ALL REQUIREMENTS OF THE EXISTING, NON-EO ZONING DISTRICT REMAIN IN EFFECT 
UNTIL A PROPERTY OWNER ELECTS TO OPT-IN TO THE EO ZONING DISTRICT. THIS SECOND 
OPTION SHALL ALSO BE KNOWN, AND REFERRED TO, AS A FLOATING ZONE. 

C. OPT-IN PROCEDURES.  

1. WHEN AN EO DISTRICT IS ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL AS A FLOATING ZONE, A PROPERTY 

OWNER MAY OPT-IN TO THE EO DISTRICT AND EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN BY SIGNING 

BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC AN “EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN OPT-

IN” FORM PREPARED BY THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR AND APPROVED BY THE CITY 

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE. 

2. SUCH FORM SHALL STATE, AT MINIMUM THAT: 

A.  THE EO DISTRICT STANDARDS ARE IN EFFECT FOR THE IDENTIFIED PARCELS(S) AS OF 

THE SIGNATURE DATE OF THE OPT-IN FORM,  

B. THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PREVIOUS ZONING DISTRICT ARE NO LONGER 

APPLICABLE FOR THAT SITE, AND  

C. ANY FUTURE DEVELOPMENT SHALL CONFORM WITH THE STANDARDS OF THE 

APPLICABLE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

3. ONCE AN OPT-IN FORM IS SIGNED AND NOTARIZED, IN NO CASE MAY ANY SUBSEQUENT 
DEVELOPMENT ON THE SITE BE BASED UPON THE STANDARDS OF THE EXISTING, NON-EO 

http://www.mesaaz.gov/council
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ZONING DISTRICT, NOR MAY THE SITE BE DEVELOPED USING A MIXED SET OF STANDARDS 
OF BOTH THE FORMER, NON-EO ZONE AND THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN AT THE SAME 
TIME.  

4. ONCE SIGNED, THE CITY SHALL MAINTAIN AN OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE AGREEMENT IN THE 

FILES OF PLANNING DIVISION OFFICE, AND SHALL UPDATE THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF 

THE CITY (SECTION 11-3-2) TO REFLECT THE AGREED CHANGE TO THE ZONING DISTRICT.  

D. OTHER AGREEMENTS. IF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE CITY 
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, DETERMINES THERE IS A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
ADOPTED EO DISTRICT, EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN, AND APPLICABLE STANDARDS ADOPTED BY 
CITY COUNCIL AS PART OF ANY OTHER AGREEMENT, THE MORE RESTRICTIVE REQUIREMENTS 

SHALL APPLY. 

11-14-3        EFFECT ON EXISTING DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USES BEFORE AND AFTER OPT IN TO EO 
 
A. WHEN AN EO DISTRICT IS APPROVED AS A FLOATING ZONE, UNTIL A PROPERTY OWNER OPTS-

IN PURSUANT TO THE OPT-IN PROCEDURE DESCRIBED IN SECTION 11-14-2.C ABOVE, 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF THE PROPERTY SHALL REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE EXISTING, NON-EO ZONING DISTRICT.  

 

B. IF THERE IS EXISTING DEVELOPMENT OR LAND USES ON THE PROPERTY, ONCE THE PROPERTY 

OWNER OPTS-IN TO THE EO DISTRICT, THEN THE FOLLOWING RULES SHALL APPLY: 

 

1. COMPLIANCE WITH EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. EXISTING DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USES 

THAT COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS OF THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAY 

CONTINUE TO OPERATE. ANY ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS OR REPLACEMENTS SHALL 

COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE APPLICABLE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

 

2. NON-COMPLIANCE WITH EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. ANY EXISTING DEVELOPMENT OR LAND 

USE THAT WAS LAWFULLY BUILT IN CONFORMANCE WITH ZONING ORDINANCE 

REQUIREMENTS THAT DOES NOT COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE APPLICABLE 

EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL BE CONSIDERED LEGAL, BUT NON-CONFORMING, AND MAY 

CONTINUE TO OPERATE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CITY’S REGULATIONS FOR NON-

CONFORMITIES TO THIS ZONING ORDINANCE (CHAPTER 36 – NONCONFORMING USES, 

STRUCTURES, AND LOTS). 

 

11-14-4  LAND USE REGULATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

      

A.  ZONING. ONCE THE EO DISTRICT BECOMES EFFECTIVE ON A PROPERTY (EITHER DIRECTLY BY 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION, OR THROUGH THE OPT-IN PROCESS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 11-14-2), 
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THE EO DISTRICT AND ADOPTED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN ARE THE ZONING FOR THE PROPERTY. 

THE ADOPTED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS THE PRINCIPAL REFERENCE FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

AND REVIEW OF FUTURE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE OVERALL SITE. ALL 

DEVELOPMENT THAT TAKES PLACE WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF A EO DISTRICT SHALL BE 

GOVERNED BY AND BUILT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ADOPTED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND 

APPROVED AMENDMENTS.  

B.  PERMITTED USES. THE PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL AND PROHIBITED LAND USES FOR AN EO 

DISTRICT SHALL BE LISTED IN, AND ESTABLISHED BY, AN ADOPTED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

PERMITTED LAND USES MAY BE BASED IN WHOLE OR IN PART ON EXISTING BASE  ZONING 

DISTRICTS, OR MAY CREATE A NEW LIST OF USES BASED ON THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION 

DESCRIPTIONS REFERENCED IN CHAPTER 86 OF THIS ZONING ORDINANCE.  THE EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAY ESTABLISH ANY LAND USE CLASSIFICATION AS A CONDITIONAL USE 

THAT REQUIRES REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF A COUNCIL USE PERMIT, A SPECIAL USE PERMIT, 

OR AN ADMINISTRATIVE USE PERMIT IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 70 OF THIS ZONING 

ORDINANCE. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS NOT LISTED IN THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL 

BE CONSIDERED PROHIBITED.  

C. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL SPECIFY GENERAL 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, AS DEFINED IN CHAPTER 87, FOR THE EO DISTRICT.   

1.  APPLICATION OF THE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS, INCLUDING THOSE AMENDED BY THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN, SHALL APPLY 

TO ALL DEVELOPMENT IN THE EO DISTRICT.   

2.  ZONING ORDINANCE STANDARDS AS DEFAULT STANDARDS. ANY GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS NOT SPECIFIED WITHIN THE ADOPTED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL 

CONFORM WITH THE STANDARDS SET FORTH IN THE ZONING ORDINANCE. A DEFAULT 

STANDARD BASE ZONING DISTRICT SHALL BE SELECTED AS PART OF THE EO DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN. 

3.   ADJUSTMENTS TO GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

MAY GRANT MINOR ADJUSTMENTS TO APPLICABLE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

WHEN APPLIED TO SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS OR SITES.  SUCH ADJUSTMENTS MAY 

BE APPROVED ON AN ADMINISTRATIVE BASIS WHEN THE ADJUSTMENT IS LESS THAN 20 

PERCENT OF THE REQUIRED NUMBER, DIMENSION OR MEASUREMENT. ADJUSTMENTS 

GREATER THAN 20 PERCENT SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS MAJOR ADJUSTMENTS, AND SHALL 

BE REVIEWED AS PER CHAPTER 67 OF THIS ZONING ORDINANCE. 

4.  CRITERIA FOR MINOR ADJUSTMENTS. THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR SHALL USE, AT A 

MINIMUM, THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA WHEN EVALUATING ALL REQUESTS FOR MINOR 

ADJUSTMENTS TO GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS:  
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A. THE MINOR ADJUSTMENT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE APPLICATION OF DESIGN 

REQUIREMENTS DESIGNATED IN THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN; AND  

B. THE MINOR ADJUSTMENT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN; AND  

C. THE MINOR ADJUSTMENT WILL RESULT IN A PROJECT DESIGN THAT MEETS OR 

EXCEEDS THE DESIGN GOALS AND GUIDELINES AS EXPRESSED BY THE EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN; AND  

D. THE MINOR ADJUSTMENT RESULTS IN A BUILDING OF SUPERIOR ARCHITECTURAL 

DESIGN, AS DETERMINED BY BUILDING FORM AND MASSING, USE OF MATERIALS 

AND COLORS, RELATIONSHIP OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT TO THE PROJECT 

CONTEXT, AND RELATIONSHIP OF THE BUILDING TO THE BUILDING SITE; AND  

E. THE MINOR ADJUSTMENT IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MESA BUILDING CODE 

(TITLE 4 OF THE MESA CITY CODE), ADOPTED ENGINEERING DIVISION 

REQUIREMENTS, AND ASSOCIATED REQUIREMENTS OF THE CITY OF MESA, AS MAY 

BE APPLICABLE. 

 

11-14-5 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS  

      

A. PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE. A PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE THAT INCLUDES THE CITY 

PLANNING DIRECTOR, OR THEIR DESIGNEE(S), IS REQUIRED PRIOR TO SUBMITTAL OF AN 

APPLICATION FOR EO DISTRICT ZONING. THE APPLICANT SHALL PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF 

THE BOUNDARY OF THE PROPOSED EO DISTRICT, PROJECT NARRATIVE WITH PROPOSED LAND 

USE GROUPS, AND PROPOSED GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. 

B. APPLICATION AND SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS. IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 

REZONING AMENDMENTS AS DESCRIBED IN CHAPTER 76 OF THIS TITLE, EACH APPLICATION 

FOR  THE EO DISTRICT SHALL BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION.  

SUBMITTALS THAT FAIL TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN THE BELOW SUBSECTIONS 

SHALL BE CONSIDERED INCOMPLETE AND WILL NOT BE SCHEDULED FOR CONSIDERATION. 

1. COMPLETION OF AN APPLICATION FORM AND PAYMENT OF REQUIRED FEES. 

 

2. A MAP SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE PROPOSED EO DISTRICT, 

AS LISTED IN THE RECORDS OF THE MARICOPA COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE. 

 

3. A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED EO DISTRICT BOUNDARY INCLUDING 

BORDERING STREETS OR CANALS. 

http://mesaaz.gov/planning/
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- 6 - 

4. A PROJECT NARRATIVE DESCRIBING AND EXPLAINING HOW THE PROPOSED EO DISTRICT 

AND ASSOCIATED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN COMPLY WITH THE PURPOSE, INTENT, AND 

REQUIREMENTS OF BOTH THE MESA GENERAL PLAN AND THE EO DISTRICT. THIS 

NARRATIVE SHALL BE SEPARATE FROM THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN.  

 

5. AN EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE ALL THE MINIMUM REQUIRED 

ELEMENTS LISTED IN SECTION 11-14-6.  

C.  EVALUATION. THE PLANNING & ZONING BOARD AND CITY COUNCIL SHALL CONSIDER, AT A 

MINIMUM, THE FOLLOWING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES WHEN EVALUATING A PROPOSED EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN. THE PROPOSED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL: 

 

1. CONFORM TO APPLICABLE POLICIES, LAND USE MAP DESIGNATIONS, AND LAND USE 

DEFINITIONS OF THE MESA GENERAL PLAN,  ANY SUB-AREA PLANS, AND/OR STRATEGIC 

PLANS AND POLICIES OF THE CITY COUNCIL; 

 

2. CONFORM TO THE PURPOSE OF THE EO DISTRICT AS LISTED IN SECTION 11-14-1;  

 

3. PROVIDE A COMBINATION OF LAND USES THAT ARE DESIGNED TO BE INTEGRATED WITH 

OTHER LAND USES IN THE IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDING AREA, THE PLANNED 

THOROUGHFARE SYSTEM, AND OTHER PUBLIC FACILITIES SUCH AS WATER AND SEWER 

SYSTEMS, PARKS, SCHOOLS, TRANSIT ROUTES AND UTILITIES; 

 

4. PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT THAT CREATES CONCENTRATED AREAS OF EMPLOYMENT; AND  

 

5. PROVIDE A LEVEL OF DETAIL  ADEQUATELY DESCRIBING HIGH QUALITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

DESIGN THEMES THAT WILL IMPLEMENT THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT DESCRIBED BY  THE EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

 

D. CONDITIONS. IN ADOPTING AN APPLICATION FOR A EO DISTRICT, THE CITY COUNCIL MAY PLACE 

CONDITIONS ON ITS APPROVAL, AND THE APPROVAL OF THE ASSOCIATED EO DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN. SUCH CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL MAY INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO:  

 

1. CONDITIONS TO ENSURE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE MESA GENERAL PLAN, AND OTHER APPLICABLE PLANS AND 

POLICIES ADOPTED BY THE CITY;  

 

2. CONDITIONS TO ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE DESCRIBED IN SECTION 11-14-1 OF THIS 

ORDINANCE; AND,  

http://mesaaz.gov/clerk/CodeBook/CodeinPDF/T11/T11Ch9.1.pdf#page=6
http://mesaaz.gov/clerk/CodeBook/CodeinPDF/T11/T11Ch9.1.pdf#page=6
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3. CONDITIONS REQUIRING ADDITIONAL OR DIFFERENT APPROVAL PROCESSES FOR SITE 

PLANS WITHIN THE EO DISTRICT. 

11-14-6 EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS  

CONTENTS. AN EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL BE SUBMITTED CONCURRENTLY WITH THE 

APPLICATION FOR THE EO DISTRICT, AND SHALL INCLUDE, AT A MINIMUM, THE FOLLOWING: 

 

A. AN EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAP. A MAP, WHICH MAY CONSIST OF MULTIPLE SHEETS, DRAWN 

TO A SUITABLE SCALE, WHICH INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS: 

 

1. THE BOUNDARY OF THE PROPOSED EO DISTRICT.  

 

2. THE APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF PROPOSED FREEWAYS, PARKWAYS, ARTERIAL AND 

OTHER STREETS, AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES WHICH PROVIDE 

CONNECTIVITY TO SURROUNDING DEVELOPMENT.  

 

3. A EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAY CONSIST OF ONE OR MULTIPLE LAND USE GROUPS (LUGS). 

THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAP SHALL INCLUDE APPROXIMATE LOCATIONS OF 

DIFFERING LAND USE GROUPS, IF USED. 

 

B. DEVELOPMENT GOALS. THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL CONTAIN A LIST OF GOALS AND 

OBJECTIVES, AND NARRATIVE EXPLANATION OF THESE GOALS, THAT ARE TO BE 

ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN.  THIS 

DESCRIPTION MAY INCLUDE GRAPHIC AND PHOTOGRAPHIC EXAMPLES, AND SHALL INCLUDE 

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ANTICIPATED TYPES OF DEVELOPMENT ENVISIONED FOR THE PROPERTY 

THAT WILL MEET THE INTENT OF THIS ZONING DISTRICT AND ASSOCIATED ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT BENEFITS.   

 

C. LAND USE REGULATIONS.  THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL CONTAIN PERMITTED, 

CONDITIONAL AND PROHIBITED LAND USES, AS DESCRIBED IN 11-14-4. LAND USE ACTIVITIES 

MAY ALSO BE ORGANIZED BY LAND USE GROUPS (LUGS), WHICH MAY PERMIT LAND USES IN 

ONE LUG THAT MAY DIFFER FROM A SEPARATELY DESIGNATED LUG, AND MUST BE DESCRIBED 

IN THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. SUCH LUGS MAY BE BASED IN WHOLE OR IN PART ON 

EXISTING MESA BASE ZONING DISTRICTS, OR MAY BE NEW CATEGORIES EXPRESSLY CREATED 

BY A SPECIFIC EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. IN ADDITION TO LISTING ALL PERMITTED USES IN THE 

LUGS, THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL HAVE A NARRATIVE DESCRIBING THE INTENT AND 

PURPOSE FOR EACH SEPARATELY DESIGNATED LUG.  



- 8 - 

D. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL ADDRESS REQUIREMENTS 

LISTED AS GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, AS DEFINED IN CHAPTER 87 OF THIS ZONING 

ORDINANCE. GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS CAN BE BASED ON EXISTING MESA BASE 

ZONING DISTRICTS, OR MAY HAVE ADJUSTMENTS TO THOSE STANDARDS AND SHALL BE 

DESCRIBED IN THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN.  THOSE NOT LISTED IN THE EO DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN SHALL DEFAULT TO DEVELOPMENT STANDARD REQUIREMENTS AS LISTED IN THIS 

ZONING ORDINANCE. A DEFAULT STANDARD BASE ZONING DISTRICT FROM ARTICLE 3 OF THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL BE IDENTIFIED IN THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. WHEN LUGS ARE USED, A 

SEPARATE DEFAULT STANDARD BASE ZONING DISTRICT SHALL BE IDENTIFIED FOR EACH LUG 

DESCRIBED.  

 

E. DESIGN GUIDELINES. THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL CONTAIN  DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPERTY.  THE GUIDELINES WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

AS APPLICABLE:  

 

1. BROADLY BASED DESIGN OR ARCHITECTURAL THEMES AND CONCEPTS, SUFFICIENT TO 

CONVEY AN IDEA AND GENERAL PATTERN OF DEVELOPMENT.  

 

2. WRITTEN GUIDELINES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL, URBAN 

DESIGN, STREETSCAPE, AND LANDSCAPE CONCEPTS, THEMATIC DESIGN ELEMENTS SUCH 

AS ARCHITECTURAL MATERIALS, BUILDING COLORS AND LANDSCAPE PLANTS;  

 

3. ANY PROPOSED VARIATION FROM CHAPTER 30, GENERAL SITE DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS; 

 

4. THE GOALS AND GUIDELINES DESCRIBED MAY BE IN NARRATIVE AND/OR GRAPHIC 

FORMATS.  

 

F. PERMANENT SIGN REGULATIONS. AN EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHALL SPECIFY PERMANENT 

SIGN REQUIREMENTS, USING ONE OR A COMBINATION OF THE FOLLOWING: 

 

1. PROVIDING SIGN ALLOWANCES FOR LUGS BY CITING REQUIREMENTS OF IDENTIFIED 

DEFAULT BASE ZONING DISTRICTS, OR BY CITING SECTIONS OF THE MESA SIGN ORDINANCE; 

OR  

 

2. IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC SIGN ALLOWANCES FOR PERMANENT SIGNS THAT DIFFER FROM 

STANDARD ALLOWANCES FOR IDENTIFIED BASE ZONING DISTRICTS; OR 
 

 

http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter86-87.pdf#page=24
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/PDF/ZoningOrdinance/CHAPTER9.1.pdf#page=8
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter30.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter86-87.pdf#page=24
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter86-87.pdf#page=24
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3. SPECIFYING THAT A COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PLAN SHALL BE REQUIRED FOR DEVELOPMENTS 

GOVERNED BY THAT SPECIFIC EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. THE REQUIREMENT FOR A 

COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PLAN MAY APPLY TO ALL DEVELOPMENT SITES GOVERNED BY THE 

EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN, OR MAY BE LIMITED TO A FEW SELECTED DEVELOPMENT SITES.   

 

G. SITE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS BASED ON THE LOCATION. AN EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN WILL 

INCLUDE ANY MEASURES NECESSARY TO ADDRESS COMPATIBILITY WITH SURROUNDING 

PROPERTIES AND PROVIDE FOR APPROPRIATE TRANSITIONS.       

   

 11-14-7         SITE PLAN REVIEW   

        

A. SITE PLAN APPROVAL REQUIRED. ALL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A EO DISTRICT SHALL REQUIRE 

AN APPROVED SITE PLAN. NO BUILDING PERMIT SHALL BE ISSUED FOR SUCH SITES UNTIL THERE 

IS AN APPROVED SITE PLAN. 

 

B. PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE. A PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE WITH THE CITY PLANNING 

DIRECTOR AND CITY ENGINEER, OR THEIR DESIGNEE(S), IS REQUIRED PRIOR TO SUBMITTAL OF 

A SITE PLAN APPLICATION. 

 

C. SITE PLAN REVIEW. ALL SITE PLANS SHALL BE REVIEWED AND  APPROVED BY THE PLANNING 

DIRECTOR AND/OR DESIGNEE(S), THROUGH THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS UNLESS A SITE 

WITHIN THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN AREA IS OTHERWISE DESIGNATED FOR REVIEW BY PUBLIC 

HEARING BY THE ADOPTED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

 

D. REVIEW AND CONDITIONS. SITE PLANS SHALL BE REVIEWED FOR CONSISTENCY WITH THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE EO DISTRICT AND THE APPROVED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

CONDITIONS MAY BE IMPOSED ON THE APPROVAL OF ANY SITE PLAN AS MAY BE DEEMED 

NECESSARY BY THE PLANNING DIRECTOR TO ENSURE THAT THE SITE IS DESIGNED IN A WAY TO 

FACILITATE COMPATIBILITY WITH ADJACENT PROPERTY, AND TO ENSURE THAT THE 

DEVELOPMENT WILL BE BUILT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROVED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAY ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR SUCH CONDITIONS. 

CONSISTENT WITH THIS CHAPTER AND ANY ADDITIONAL CRITERIA ESTABLISHED IN THE EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN, SUCH CONDITIONS MAY INCLUDE: 

 

1.   REVISED BUILDING SETBACKS;  

 

2. REVISED LANDSCAPING;  

 

3. REVISED ON-SITE PARKING AND LOADING SPACES;  

http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/PDF/PreSubmittals/PSAppChecklist06-07.pdf
http://mesaaz.gov/clerk/CodeBook/CodeinPDF/T11/T11Ch9.1.pdf#page=6
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4. HEIGHT AND AREA LIMITATIONS ON STRUCTURES;  

 

5. LIMITED VEHICULAR ACCESS;  

 

6. PLACEMENT AND/OR INSTALLATION OF WALLS, FENCES AND SCREENING DEVICES;  

 

7. INSTALLATION OF NOISE ATTENUATING DEVICES OR CONSTRUCTION;  

 

8. OFF-SITE IMPROVEMENTS IN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY ADJACENT TO THE SUBJECT 

PROPERTY; AND 

 

9. PLACEMENT OF ALL DETACHED SIGNS.  

 

E. REQUIRED INFORMATION. ALL APPLICATIONS FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR DEVELOPMENT 

WITHIN AN APPROVED EO DISTRICT SHALL INCLUDE: 

 

1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPOSED RANGE OF LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS, OR, WHEN 

USED, THE LUG SPECIFIED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT SITE BY THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN;  

 

2. DRAWINGS (DRAWN TO SCALE), INCLUDING A SITE PLAN, LANDSCAPE PLAN, AND BUILDING 

ELEVATIONS; 

 

3. OTHER SUPPORTING MATERIALS AND DOCUMENTS, AS DETERMINED BY THE EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN.  

 

4. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS AND PLANS AS MAY BE REQUESTED BY THE PLANNING DIRECTOR 

TO DETERMINE FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN, AND 

COMPATIBILITY OF THE PROJECT TO NEIGHBORING DEVELOPMENT. 

 

F. LAND USE BOUNDARIES SET BY SITE PLAN REVIEW. WHEN DISTINCT, MULTIPLE LAND USE 

GROUPS (LUGS) ARE USED IN AN EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN, THE SITE PLAN APPROVED FOR A 

SPECIFIC LOCATION OR LAND PARCEL WILL SET BOUNDARIES AND SHALL DESIGNATE WHICH 

LUG APPLIES. ALL FUTURE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THAT SITE SHALL CONFORM TO THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THAT SPECIFIED LUG UNLESS A DIFFERENT LUG IS OTHERWISE APPROVED 

BY THE PLANNING DIRECTOR AS A PART OF A SUBSEQUENT SITE PLAN REVIEW APPLICATION. 

http://mesaaz.gov/clerk/CodeBook/CodeinPDF/T11/T11Ch9.1.pdf#page=6
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11-14-8 EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL OF SITE PLAN REVIEWS           

A. EXPIRATION. THE APPROVAL OF A SITE PLAN LOCATED WITHIN AN ADOPTED EO DISTRICT 

SHALL EXPIRE 2 YEARS FOLLOWING THE DATE OF THE APPROVAL, UNLESS A BUILDING PERMIT 

HAS BEEN ISSUED AND CONSTRUCTION DILIGENTLY PURSUED. 

 

B. EXTENSION. SITE PLAN APPROVAL MAY BE EXTENDED ONCE FOR A PERIOD OF NOT MORE 

THAN AN ADDITIONAL TWO YEARS BY THE PLANNING DIRECTOR. APPLICATION FOR AN 

EXTENSION SHALL BE MADE IN WRITING NOT MORE THAN 60 DAYS BEFORE AND NOT MORE 

THAN 30 DAYS AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF THE ORIGINAL APPROVAL. THE PLANNING DIRECTOR 

MAY EXTEND A SITE PLAN APPROVAL IF THE SITE PLAN AND ANY MINOR REVISIONS APPROVED 

SINCE THE INITIAL ADOPTION OF THE SITE PLAN REVIEW REMAIN CONSISTENT WITH THE 

PURPOSE AND INTENT OF THIS CHAPTER, AND THE APPLICABLE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

 

C. NEW APPLICATION. IF THE APPROVAL OF A SITE PLAN EXPIRES AND AN EXTENSION TO THE 

APPROVAL IS NOT, OR CANNOT, BE GRANTED, A NEW APPLICATION FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW 

SHALL BE REQUIRED. 

11-14-9 AMENDMENTS TO AN APPROVED EO DISTRICT                 

A. MAJOR AMENDMENTS. THE PLANNING DIRECTOR SHALL DETERMINE IF THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENT CONSTITUTES A MAJOR OR MINOR AMENDMENT. IF THE PLANNING DIRECTOR 

DETERMINES AN AMENDMENT TO BE MAJOR, THE AMENDMENT REQUEST SHALL BE 

PROCESSED AS AN AMENDMENT TO THE EO DISTRICT AND EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN, WHICH 

SHALL REQUIRE REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD AND CITY 

COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF CHAPTER 67 OF THIS ZONING 

ORDINANCE. AN AMENDMENT WILL BE DEEMED MAJOR IF IT INVOLVES A CHANGE OR 

MODIFICATION TO ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:  

1.  THE OVERALL EO DISTRICT BOUNDARY.  

2.  THE PERMITTED USES IN THE EO DISTRICT AS LISTED IN THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN.  

3. THE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. 

4. THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN THAT SUBSTANTIVELY ALTERS ONE OR MORE COMPONENTS 
OR REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF THE EO DISTRICT OR EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS DETERMINED 
BY THE PLANNING DIRECTOR. 

 
B. MINOR AMENDMENTS. AMENDMENTS NOT MEETING THE CRITERIA LISTED IN SUBSECTION A, 

ABOVE, SHALL BE CONSIDERED MINOR. IF THE PLANNING DIRECTOR DETERMINES THE 

AMENDMENT TO BE MINOR, THE PLANNING DIRECTOR MAY ADMINISTRATIVELY ACT ON THE 

AMENDMENT AND ATTACH STIPULATIONS OR CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL THERETO. 

http://mesaaz.gov/clerk/CodeBook/CodeinPDF/T11/T11Ch9.1.pdf#page=6
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11-14-10 ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS AND APPEALS                               

A. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS. THE FOLLOWING REQUESTS SHALL BE REVIEWED ON AN 

ADMINISTRATIVE BASIS, INCLUDING: 

1. SITE PLAN REVIEWS; 

2. SITE PLAN MODIFICATIONS; 

3. MINOR ADJUSTMENTS TO GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS; AND 

4. MINOR AMENDMENTS TO THE EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

B. NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION REQUESTS. LETTERS DELIVERED BY FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

SHALL BE SENT TO OWNERS OF THOSE PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN 750-FEET OF THE 

EXTERIOR BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPERTY THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

ACTION. SUCH LETTERS SHALL BE MAILED A MAXIMUM OF 5-WORKING DAYS AFTER THE 

APPLICATION FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION IS RECEIVED. THE NOTICE LETTER SHALL:  

1. PROVIDE A BRIEF NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE REQUESTED ACTION,  

2. PROVIDE COPIES OF ANY GRAPHIC PLANS AND DRAWINGS SUBMITTED BY THE APPLICANT 

IN SUPPORT OF THE REQUESTED ACTION. 

3. PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE LETTER RECIPIENT MAY 

COMMUNICATE WITH EITHER THE APPLICANT OR THE MESA PLANNING DIVISION STAFF 

PLANNER ASSIGNED TO MANAGE THE REQUEST: 

A. TELEPHONE NUMBERS;  

B. E-MAIL ADDRESSES; AND  

C. STREET ADDRESSES.  

4. PROVIDE AN EXPLANATION THAT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OF THE LETTER, OR THE THEIR 

ASSIGNED REPRESENTATIVE, MAY: 

A. EXPRESS INTEREST IN, AND BE NOTIFIED OF, THE DECISION MADE ON REQUEST; 

B. PROVIDE COMMENTS EXPRESSING SUPPORT OR CONCERN REGARDING THE REQUEST, 

AND LIST THE BASIS FOR THE SUPPORT OR CONCERN. 

5. SPECIFY A SCHEDULED DEADLINE FOR THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OF THE LETTER, OR THEIR 

SELECTED REPRESENTATIVE, TO FILE AN EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN THE REQUEST. 

C. ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION PROCESS. THE PLANNING DIRECTOR AND/OR ZONING 

ADMINISTRATOR, AS APPLICABLE, SHALL REVIEW THE APPLICATION AND MAKE A DECISION, 

WHICH MAY INCLUDE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL. NOTICE OF THE DECISION SHALL BE SENT TO 

THE APPLICANT AND THOSE OWNERS OF PROPERTIES WITHIN 750-FEET OF THE EXTERIOR 

BOUNDARIES OF THE APPLICATION SITE THAT HAVE EXPRESSED WRITTEN INTEREST IN BEING 
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NOTIFIED OF THE DECISION BY THE FILING DATE DESCRIBED IN SUB-SECTION B, ABOVE. 

INCLUDED WITH THE DECISION NOTICE, THERE SHALL BE A STATEMENT OF THE ABILITY TO FILE 

AN APPEAL OF THE DECISION, A DESCRIPTION OF THE APPEAL PROCESS, AND A DEADLINE BY 

WHICH TO FILE AN APPEAL. THE APPEAL DEADLINE SHALL BE SET 15-CALENDAR DAYS FROM 

THE DATE THE DECISION NOTICE IS SENT. IN THE EVENT THE 15-DAY APPEAL DEADLINE FALLS 

ON A WEEKEND OF RECOGNIZED PUBLIC HOLIDAY, THE DEADLINE SHALL BE SET AS THE NEXT 

WORKING DAY FOLLOWING THE WEEKEND OR PUBLIC HOLIDAY. 

D. PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD APPEALS. AN ACTION OR DECISION BY THE PLANNING 

DIRECTOR ON MINOR AMENDMENTS, SITE PLAN REVIEWS, OR SITE PLAN MODIFICATIONS MAY 

BE APPEALED BY THE APPLICANT, OR BY AN OWNER OF PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN 750 FEET 

OF THE AREA AFFECTED BY THE MINOR AMENDMENT AND/OR SITE PLAN. THE APPEAL SHALL 

BE FILED WITHIN 15 CALENDAR DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THE PLANNING DIRECTOR’S 

DECISION, AND SHALL BE HEARD BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD. 

E. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPEALS. AN ACTION OR DECISION BY THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

ON MINOR ADJUSTMENTS TO GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS MAY BE APPEALED BY THE 

APPLICANT, OR BY AN OWNER OF PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN 750 FEET OF THE AREA 

AFFECTED BY THE MINOR ADJUSTMENT. THE APPEAL SHALL BE FILED WITHIN 15 CALENDAR 

DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S DECISION, AND SHALL BE HEARD BY 

THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. 

F. EVALUATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION APPEALS. APPEALS OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION 

DECISIONS SHALL BE EVALUATED BASED ON THE SAME CRITERIA USED BY THE PLANNING 

DIRECTOR OR ZONING ADMINISTRATOR WHEN MAKING THE DECISION THAT IS THE SUBJECT 

OF THE APPEAL. 

G. NOTICE OF APPEALS. 

1. NOTICE OF ANY APPEAL SHALL BE SENT TO THE PROPERTY OWNER OF THE PROJECT, AND 

ANY PROPERTY OWNER FILING THE APPEAL. 

2. NOTICE OF APPEALS TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD SHALL BE IN THE SAME 

MANNER AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 11-67-5.A. 

3. NOTICE OF APPEALS TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT SHALL BE IN THE SAME MANNER AS 

DESCRIBED IN SECTION 11-67-5.B. 

H. FURTHER APPEALS. ANY FURTHER APPEALS OF THE DECISION OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING 

BOARD, AND/OR BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 11-67-12 

AND CHAPTER 77 OF THIS ORDINANCE.  



- 14 - 

Section 2: That Table 11-3-1 of Section 11-3-1 of the Mesa City Code is hereby amended as follows: 

11-3-1 Districts Established 

The City shall be classified into districts or zones. The designation and regulation of which are set forth 

in this Ordinance. 

A. Base Zones. Base zones into which the City is divided are established as follows: 

Short Name/ 
Map Symbol 

Full Name 

AG Agricultural 

RS-6, 7, 9, 15, 35, 43, and 
90 

Residential Single Dwelling Districts 6, 7, 9, 15, 35, 43, and 
90 

RSL-2.5, 3, and 4 Residential Small Lot Single Dwelling Districts 2.5, 3, and 4 

RM-2, 3, 4, and 5 Residential Multiple Dwelling Districts 2, 3, 4, and 5 

NC Neighborhood Commercial 

LC Limited Commercial 

GC General Commercial 

OC Office Commercial 

MX Mixed Use 

LI Light Industrial 

GI General Industrial 

HI Heavy Industrial 

PEP Planned Employment Park 

EO ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

DR 1, 2, and 3 Downtown Residence Districts, 1, 2, and 3 

DB 1 and 2 Downtown Business Districts 1 and 2 

DC Downtown Core 

PS Public and Semi-Public  

PC Planned Community 

ID 1 and 2 Infill Development Districts 1 and 2 

T3N Transect 3: Neighborhood 

T4N, T4NF, T4MS 
Transect 4: Neighborhood, Neighborhood Flex, and Main 
Street 

T5N, T5MSF, T5MS Transect 5: Neighborhood, Main Street Flex and Main Street 

T6MS Transect 6: Main Street 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter04.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter04.pdf#page=3
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter05.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter05.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter05.pdf#page=11
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter05.pdf#page=18
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter06.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter06.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter06.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter06.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter06.pdf#page=3
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter07.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter07.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter07.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter07.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter08.pdf#page=7
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter08.pdf#page=11
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter08.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter10.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter11.pdf#page=1
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter12.pdf#page=1
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SECTION 3:  That Section 11-32-3 sub-section F of the Mesa City Code is hereby amended to insert 

the following language:  

11-32-3 Parking Spaces Required  

F. Credit for On-Street Spaces. On-street parking spaces located immediately adjacent to the 

frontage of properties in the EO, MX, DB, and DC districts or districts with a “-U” designator, may 

be counted toward required off-street parking for non-residential uses. One on-street parking 

space may be substituted for each required off-street space. These provisions only apply to street 

frontages where on-street parking is allowed and provided. The parking space credit shall be 

determined at the time of site plan approval. 

SECTION 4:  That Section 11-41-5 of the Mesa City Code is hereby amended to insert the following 
language as a new sub-section K: 

11-41-5 Signs Permitted by Zoning District 

K. FOR EO DISTRICTS:  

1. ALL ATTACHED AND DETACHED SIGNS SHALL BE AS SPECIFIED IN THE ADOPTED EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN, AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 11-14-5.F  

2. FREEWAY LANDMARK MONUMENT SIGNS SHALL NOT BE GOVERNED BY A EO 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR AN EO DISTRICT, AND SHALL BE REVIEWED AND DECIDED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS FOR A COUNCIL USE PERMIT, AND SECTION 

11-41-8(D)18.   

 

SECTION 5: That Chapter 87 of the Mesa City Code is hereby amended to include revised language of 

the term ‘General Development Standards’ as found in Chapter 87, and to insert the term Land Use 

Group (LUG) and the associated definition of Land Use Group, alphabetically into the list of terms 

defined in Chapter 87: Definitions 

 

Chapter 87 Definitions 

General Development Standards: Design standards, parking requirements and other zoning related 

Development Standards specified in:   

A. A Community Plan and adopted with a particular Planned Community (PC) District, as specified in 

Chapter 11, or  

B. An Infill Incentive Plan and adopted with a particular Infill Development (ID) District, as specified in 

Chapter 12. OR 

http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter06.pdf#page=3
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter08.pdf#page=11
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter08.pdf#page=2
http://www.mesaaz.gov/planning/pdf/zoningord/chapter03.pdf#page=2
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C. AN EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND ADOPTED WITH A PARTICULAR ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY (EO) 

DISTRICT, AS SPECIFIED IN CHAPTER 14. 

These standards would include the type of standards and requirements specifically associated with land 

uses listed in Article 2, or generally applicable as found in Article 4, AND/OR ARTICLE 5. The term includes 

building setbacks, maximum building heights, parking stall sizes, parking ratios, minimum building 

separation requirements, landscape setbacks, landscape planting ratios ATTACHED AND DETACHED 

PERMANENT SIGNS, and other similar requirements. The term does not include permitted land uses, 

prohibited land uses, and uses requiring a conditional use permit. As a general rule, dimensional General 

Development Standards include requirements which are characterized by minimum or maximum 

physical characteristics that can be measured as floor area, width, length, depth or height. 

LAND USE GROUP (LUG): A CATEGORY, GROUPING OR ASSOCIATION OF LAND USES AND ACTIVITIES, 
ARRANGED AS PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL, AND PROHIBITED LAND USES, WHEN USED IN 
ASSOCIATION WITH AN EO OR PC DISTRICT AS A PART OF AN ADOPTED EO DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
(FOR EO DISTRICTS) OR COMMUNITY PLAN (FOR PC DISTRICTS). IN EACH CASE, THE PERMITTED AND 
CONDITIONAL LAND USE ACTIVITIES SHALL BE INDIVIDUALLY LISTED AND GROUPED, TOGETHER INTO 
SPECIFIED CATEGORIES (LUGS), ASSIGNED A NAME OR TITLE, AND GENERALLY DESCRIBED WITH 
PURPOSE AND INTENT STATEMENTS RELATED TO THE HOW THE CATEGORY OR GROUPING OF LAND 
USES RELATES BACK TO THE IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE ADOPTED EO 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN OR COMMUNITY PLAN, AS MAY BE APPLICABLE. FURTHER, EACH LUG AND 
MAY ALSO PROVIDE SPECIFIC STANDARDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE ASSIGNED PARCELS. SUCH GROUPS MAY BE BASED IN WHOLE OR IN PART ON EXISTING MESA 
BASE ZONING DISTRICTS OR MAY BE NEW CATEGORIES. 

SECTION 6:   Severability 

If any section, subsection, sentence clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance or any part of the material 
adopted herein by reference is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of a 
Court of competent jurisdiction such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
thereof. 

SECTION 7:  Penalty 

CIVIL PENALTIES: 

A. Any owner, occupant or responsible party who is found responsible for a civil violation of this 
Ordinance, whether by admission, default, or after a hearing, shall pay a civil sanction of not less 
than $150 or more than $1,500, per citation. A second finding of responsibility within 24 months 
of the commission of a prior violation of this Chapter shall result in a civil sanction of not less than 
$250 or more than $2,500. A third finding of responsibility within 36 months of the commission 
of a prior violation of this Chapter shall result in a civil sanction of not less than $500 or more 
than $2,500. In addition to the civil sanction, the responsible party shall pay the applicable fees 
and charges set forth in the City’s Development and Sustainability Department (Code 
Compliance) Schedule of Fees and Charges, and may be ordered to pay any other applicable fees 
and charges.  
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B. The 36-month provision of subsection (A) of this Section shall be calculated by the dates the 
violations were committed. The owner, occupant, or responsible party shall receive the enhanced 
sanction upon a finding of responsibility for any violation of this Chapter that was committed 
within 36 months of the commission of another violation for which the owner or responsible 
party was convicted or was otherwise found responsible, irrespective of the order in which the 
violations occurred or whether the prior violation was civil or criminal.  

C. Each day in which a violation of this Ordinance continues, or the failure to perform any act or 
duty required by this Ordinance or by the Civil Hearing Officer continues, shall constitute a 
separate civil offense.  

HABITUAL OFFENDER: 

A. A person who commits a violation of this Ordinance after previously having been found 
responsible for committing 3 or more civil violations of this Ordinance within a 24-month period 
— whether by admission, by payment of the fine, by default, or by judgment after hearing — 
shall be guilty of a class 1 criminal misdemeanor. The Mesa City Prosecutor is authorized to file 
a criminal class 1 complaint in the Mesa City Court against habitual offenders. For purposes of 
calculating the 24-month period under this paragraph, the dates of the commission of the 
offenses are the determining factor.  

B. Upon conviction of a violation of this Subsection, the Court may impose a sentence or 
incarceration not to exceed 6 months in jail; or a fine not to exceed $2,500, exclusive of penalty 
assessments prescribed by law; or both. The Court shall order a person who has been convicted 
of a violation of this Section to pay a fine of not less than $500 for each count upon which a 
conviction has been obtained. A judge shall not grant probation to or suspend any part or all of 
the imposition or execution of a sentence required by this Subsection except on the condition 
that the person pay the mandatory minimum fines as provided in this Subsection.  

C. Every action or proceeding under this Section shall be commenced and prosecuted in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Arizona relating to criminal misdemeanors and the 
Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MESA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, 
this 11th day of July, 2016. 
 
    APPROVED: 
 
 
    ____________________________________ 
    Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 


