
Building Better Communities Through the Arts 
 

City Council Study Session 

February 8, 2016 



Purpose of Today’s Discussion: 
 

Overall project update 

Review of key commitments 

Respond to questions 



MESA ARTSPACE LOFTS 



PATH TO THE PROJECT 
MESA AND ARTSPACE 

• 2012 City/NEDCO invited Artspace; 

Artspace Feasibility Study – Live/Work 

Space for Mesa’s Creative Community 

• Artist market survey extremely positive 

• Many meetings with key stakeholders 

including: 

• Artist focus groups 

• Citizen groups 

• Neighborhood groups 

 



MESA AND ARTSPACE CONCEPT 

• Embracing innovative 

approaches to economic 

development and 

business sector growth 

• Retaining and supporting 

artists while attracting 

new ones 

• Fostering small 

businesses by 

capitalizing on pedestrian 

traffic 



PLACEMAKING IN MESA 

• Art Displays 

• Workshops and 

Classes 

• Demonstrations 

• Meet-Ups 

• Lectures/Dialogues 

• Arts Market and 

Festival 



ARTSPACE MESA LOFTS 

• Site at 155 S. Hibbert 

• Mixed-Use Creative 

Community  

• 50 Live/Work Units 

• Mixed-Use with Retail 

Storefront Space 

• Art Gallery 

• Community Gathering 

and Artist Market  

 



MESA ARTSPACE LOFTS - SITE PLAN 



MESA ARTSPACE LOFTS 



MESA ARTSPACE LOFTS 



DEVELOPMENT AND 

PURCHASE/SALE AGREEMENT 

Artspace project commitments: 
 

• Min. 48 affordable, live-work units for artist and creative Veterans. 

• Open and engaging design; opportunities for public interaction. 

• On-site and off-site improvements; all permitting fees and taxes. 

 



DEVELOPMENT AND PURCHASE/SALE 

AGREEMENT 

Artspace Commitments Continued: 

• Energy efficient and crime prevention building standards. 

• Use of City services. 

• Seek commercial tenant who will maximize hours, day and night. 

• Partner with Mesa Public Schools, Arts and Culture, other creative entities. 

• Sufficient evidence of funding prior to closing. 



DEVELOPMENT AND PURCHASE/SALE 

AGREEMENT 

City exchange commitments: 
 

• Land conveyance (valued at 

$230,000) 

• Deed restrictions on the property for 

20 years to assure affordable 

live/work units for artists and creative 

veterans, commercial and community 

spaces. 

• 50% reduction in common area 

utilities (water, electric, natural gas) in 

exchange for a min. 48 affordable, 

live-work units for artists and creative 

veterans. (Estimated at approx. $5k-

$10k per year) 

• Completion of appraisals, Phase 1 

environmental, site survey (valued at 

approx. $45,000) 



NEXT STEPS 

• Council consideration and action ‘site 

control’ this evening 

• Consideration of HOME funding allocation 

• Artspace March 1st submittal of Low-

Income Housing Tax Credits 

• AZ Dept. Housing decision Summer 2016 

• Closing/funding assurance Fall 2016 

• Ground breaking Fall 2016 

• Project completion in 2017 



MESA ARTSPACE LOFTS: 

A PARTNERSHIP 



Building Better Communities Through the Arts 

Questions? 


