
 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
February 19, 2015 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on February 19, 2015 at 7:32 a.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles 
Alex Finter 
Christopher Glover 
Dennis Kavanaugh 
David Luna    

None 
  
  

Christopher Brady 
Debbie Spinner 
Dee Ann Mickelsen 
 
 

Dave Richins 
Kevin Thompson 

  

 
1. Review items on the agenda for the February 23, 2015 Regular Council meeting. 
 
 All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 

noted: 
 
 Conflict of interest:  None    
 
 Items deleted from the consent agenda:  None 
 

Transit Director Jodi Sorrell provided an update on items 5-b, 5-c and 5-d (Approving and 
authorizing agreements for the Gilbert Road Light Rail Transit (LRT) Extension Project), on 
the Regular Council meeting agenda. (See Attachment 1) 

 
Director of Energy Resources Frank McRae displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See 
Attachment 2) and discussed item 6-a (Resolution declaring modified electric terms, rates, 
fees and charges for City-owned Utility Services), on the Regular Council meeting agenda. 

 
2-a. Hear a presentation and discuss the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Promise Zone Program and an update on the application submitted by the City of Mesa. 
 

Economic Development Director Bill Jabjiniak introduced Grants Coordinator Sharon Skinner, 
who was prepared to address the Council.   
 
Mr. Jabjiniak displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 3) and briefly described 
the Promise Zone application that will be used as another economic development tool by 
targeting high poverty areas throughout the City. He stated that the application was submitted to 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in November 2014 and the 
designees will be announced in the Spring of 2015.   



Study Session 
February 19, 2015 
Page 2 
 
 

 
Mr. Jabjiniak pointed out that the Promise Zone initiative was introduced during the 2013 State 
of the Union Address and the first urban communities to receive the designation were West 
Philadelphia, San Antonio and Los Angeles. He explained that to be eligible for this designation, 
an area must have a 33% poverty level and a population of no more than 200,000 residents. 
 
Mr. Jabjiniak remarked that the award is not only given to the most impoverished communities, 
but to those that have a viable strategy, resources, and the capacity to execute the plan. He 
stated that he believes the City has a “competitive opportunity” to receive the designation and 
added that no additional funding will be required.  He also stated that the Promise Zone is a 10 
year designation that comes with technical assistance and priority consideration, as well as a 
chance to compete for other federal resources.  
 
Mr. Jabjiniak displayed a map of the Promise Zone area. (See Page 5 and 6 of Attachment 3)  
He stated that the data was collected through the American Community Survey of 2011 and the 
2010 Census. He also displayed a list of Promise Zone Application Partners and thanked the 
various City departments and local organizations for their assistance.  (See Page 7 of 
Attachment 3) 
 
Grants Coordinator Sharon Skinner commented that the City has a good chance of qualifying 
for Promise Zone designation.  She noted that HUD intends to designate six urban communities 
from the 100 applications submitted. She commended the Economic Development office for 
pulling together a huge group of collaborative partners and stated she was happy to be part of 
the application process. 
 
Vice Mayor Kavanaugh stated that the Police Department will be implementing a Bike Patrol 
Team (BPT) along and around the light rail, which is located within the Promise Zone area.  He 
asked if there is a possibility, after designation, for the BPT to receive grant funding.  
 
Ms. Skinner concurred that there could be a possibility of other grant funding, but noted that the 
awards are restricted to a specific list and the list can change over time.   
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Richins, Ms. Skinner responded by saying that 
the City of Phoenix and the City of Tucson have also submitted Promise Zone applications.  She 
noted that the one challenge under the competitive scope is based on one federal geographical 
designation and that only one City would receive the designation in the State of Arizona.    
 
Mayor Giles thanked staff for their presentation.  

 
3. Information pertaining to the current Job Order Contracting projects. 

 
(This item was not discussed by the Council.) 
 

4. Acknowledge receipt of minutes of various boards and committees. 
 
 4-a. Community and Cultural Development Committee meeting held on February 9, 2015. 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Glover, seconded by Councilmember Luna, that receipt of the 
above-listed minutes be acknowledged. 

 
            Carried unanimously. 
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5. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 
 
 Vice Mayor Kavanaugh: Fiesta District Substation Community Meeting 
 
 Councilmember Luna:  Heart Your Health Fitness and Wellness Expo 
 
 Councilmember Richins: Building Strong Neighborhoods Initiative – District 1 
 
6. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 
 City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
 Thursday, February 19, 2015, 8:00 a.m. – Community & Cultural Development Committee 
 
 Saturday, February 21, 2015, 11:00 a.m. – Reopening of Hohokam Stadium 
 

Monday, February 23, 2015, 5:45 p.m. – Regular Council Meeting 
 
7. Adjournment. 
 
 Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 8:02 a.m. 

 
 

____________________________________ 
JOHN GILES, MAYOR 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 19th day of February, 2015. I further certify 
that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

 
        
    ___________________________________ 
        DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
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•
E

3.6, M
esa’s E

lectric R
etention/E

conom
ic D

evelopm
ent R

ate adopted in 2009 
in close coordination w

ith E
conom

ic D
evelopm

ent &
 B

udget D
epts. 

•
A very large electric custom

er explored m
oving to non-M

esa location.  
•

S
ignificant electric utility revenue loss. 

•
S

ignificant loss of other form
s of revenue &

 econom
ic activity. 

•
E

3.6 developed to provide incentive to retain operations in M
esa. 

•
R

eduction in rate for energy usage for com
m

ercial custom
ers. 

•
Eligibility R

equirem
ents 

•
M

inim
um

 of 250,000 kW
h per m

onth (Average). 
•

C
ustom

ers enter into an agreem
ent w

ith C
ity to: 

•
R

etain business operation in the C
ity and m
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ption for 5 years. 

•
U
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•

C
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er provided financial instrum
ent to protect C

ity from
 default under 

agreem
ent. 

 
•

R
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inates/delays relocation or discontinuation of M
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“The Prom
ise Zones initiative seeks to revitalize high-

poverty com
m

unities across the country by creating 
jobs, increasing econom

ic activity, im
proving 

educational opportunities, reducing serious and 
violent crim

e, leveraging private capital, and 
assisting local leaders in navigating federal 
program

s.” 
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Prom
ise Zone Background 

 

•
Program
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as introduced during 2013 State of 

U
nion Address 

•
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m
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ere designated in January 2014 in the First 
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•
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Benefits to Com
m

unities 

•
Designees and their partners receive preferences in 
accessing federal resources and priority 
consideration for certain com

petitive grants 
•

Targeting of other program
 resources, such as 

technical assistance 
•

Additional federal resources 
–

Federal liaison w
ill be assigned to help connect w

ith resources.  
–

Am
eriCorps VISTA m

em
bers to w

ork w
ith local partners to build 

capacity in the Prom
ise Zones.  
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M
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Population = 33,938 

 
Residential Vacancy = 8.19%
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Bill Jabjiniak, D
irector 

O
ffice of E

conom
ic D

evelopm
ent 

Departm
ents:  

Housing and Com
m

unity Developm
ent, Econom

ic Developm
ent, Planning 

and Zoning, Prosecutor’s O
ffice, Transit and Transportation and Police 

 O
rganizations:  

A N
ew

 Leaf, Dow
ntow

n M
esa Association, East Valley Hispanic Cham

ber of 
Com

m
erce, East Valley Institute of Technology, Local Initiatives Support 

Corporation, M
aricopa County Com

m
unity College District, M

esa Cham
ber 

of Com
m

erce, M
esa Counts on College, M

esa U
nited W

ay, N
EDCO

, Valley 
M

etro, and W
est M

esa CDC 
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