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Chapter 87: Definitions 

Portable Storage Containers (PSC):  A device in the shape of a rectangular solid; constructed of 

metal, consisting of four vertical walls, a floor and a ceiling and in which at least one vertical end is 

designed as door (typically either as a side-hinged door, or as an overhead bay door). The dimensions of 

a PSC shall not exceed 102-inches (8-foot, 6-inches) in height and 96-inches (8-feet) in width. Lengths 

may vary in increments of 10-feet (10-feet, 20-feet…) but may not exceed nominal 40-feet in length. 

PSCs include devices initially designed to facilitate the shipping of containerized cargo and constructed 

entirely of steel in a manner consistent with ISO 6346, and are being reused to facilitate secure storage, 

and/or temporary offices or studios, but not habitable space as defined in the Mesa Building Code.   

Section 11-30-16: Portable Storage Containers (PSC) 

Portable Storage Containers are permitted only in accordance with the following requirements: 

A. Minimum Standard. The construction of the PSC shall conform to requirements set by the 

International Standards Organization for portable shipping containers, ISO 6346. 

 

B. Temporary Use during Construction. PSCs are permitted as a temporary storage device for 

use during construction, remodeling, or redevelopment of permanent on-site buildings and 

facilities: 

 
1. When either of the following occurs: 

 
a. In all Agriculture (AG), multiple residence (RM), all commercial and all industrial 

zoning districts, and for non-residential uses in Mixed Use (MX) and all Transect 

districts, if no building permit is required for the type of construction taking place, 

the temporary use of the PSC is subject to the issuance of an Administrative Use 

Permit by the Development Services Division in accordance with requirements of 

Chapter 70 of this Zoning Ordinance. 

b. In all zoning districts, when a building permit is required for the type of construction 

taking place, the temporary use of use of the PSC may be authorized in conjunction 

with the issuance of a building permit in accordance with Title 4 of the Mesa City 

Code. 

2. Applications for a building permit or Administrative Use Permit, as applicable (Item 1, 

above), shall include a plan which specifies the number, size, and location of the storage 

containers.  

2. The temporary use of PSCs is limited to the lesser of the following time periods:  

a. When authorized in conjunction with the issuance of a building permit, the 

temporary use shall be limited to the time in which the construction, remodeling, 

or redevelopment of permanent on-site buildings and facilities is actively taking 

place; or   
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b. When authorized with the issuance of an Administrative Use Permit, the 

temporary use shall be limited to 6-months, or until such time as the 

construction, remodeling, or redevelopment activity is completed, whichever 

occurs first. If the construction, remodeling, or redevelopment activity remains 

active and extends beyond 6-months, then the use permit may be renewed, but 

no more than 2 times. 

3. The PSC shall be removed within 7-days of the completion of: 

a. The construction, remodeling, or redevelopment activities; 

b. The construction activities authorized by the construction permit; or 

c. The expiration of the use permit.  

4. In all Single Residence (RS) and Single Residence-Small Lot (RSL) districts, PSCs used 

during construction with the issuance of a building permit shall be limited to no more 

than one PSC per residential lot. 

5. PSCs shall not be located in retention basins, drive aisles, fire lanes, loading zones, or 

any other location that may cause hazardous conditions, or constitute a threat to public 

safety. 

C. Temporary or Periodic Commercial Storage. In the LC and GC commercial districts, and in 

the PEP and LI industrial districts, PSCs may be used as a periodic, intermittent, or isochronal 

use for a temporary period of time and accessory to a primary permitted use, subject to the 

approval of a special use permit in accordance with Chapters 67 and 70 of this Zoning 

Ordinance. In addition to specifying and limiting the number, size, location, and duration of the 

storage containers, the special use permit may require additional measures to ensure 

compatibility with adjacent land uses, such as increased setbacks, screen walls, landscaping, 

exterior materials and color.  

D. Permanent Storage in Industrial Districts. In those industrial districts for which outdoor 

storage is expressly allowed (i.e., LI, GI and HI districts), PSCs may be used for permanent 

outdoor storage, subject to: 

 1. All requirements for the placement of outdoor storage specified for the applicable 

zoning district; and  

 2. Compliance with all requirements of Section 11-30-7 with regard to placement and 

screening of outdoor storage; and 

 3. Placement of the PSC in a manner such that it is not located in landscape areas, 

designated open space, retention basins, drive aisles, fire lanes, required parking spaces, 

loading zones, or any other location that may cause hazardous conditions, or constitute a 

threat to public safety. 

E. Permanent Storage in Downtown Business District 2. In the DB-2 district, a PSC shall only 

be used for outdoor storage, subject to: 
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 1. Approval of a Special Use Permit in accordance with Chapters 67 and 70 of this Zoning 

Ordinance; and  

 2. Compliance with all requirements for the placement of outdoor storage specified by 

Section 11-30-7 with regard to placement and screening of outdoor storage.  

 3. Placement of the PSC in a manner such that it is not located in  landscape areas, 

designated open space, retention basins, drive aisles, fire lanes, required parking spaces, 

loading zones or any other location that may cause hazardous conditions, or constitute a 

threat to public safety. 

F. Temporary Use in Residential Districts for Loading and Unloading of Household 

Goods. In residential districts (RS, RSL and RM), Downtown Residence (DR-1, DR-2 and DR-

3), and residential uses in all Transect districts (T3N, T4N, T4NF, T4MS, T5N, T5MSF, and 

T6MS), the temporary placement of a portable storage container on a residential lot for the 

purpose of loading and unloading household contents is only permitted for a period of time not 

exceeding seven (7) days in a calendar year. 

G. Permanent Use in Single Residence and Agriculture Districts. The permanent use of PSCs 

is permitted only in the RS-43, RS-90 and AG zoning districts, and only in accordance with the 

following requirements: 

1. The placement, floor area, and size of the portable storage containers shall be in 

conformance with the same requirements specified for detached accessory buildings in 

Section 11-30-17. 

2. A building permit is required before installation, with a field inspection following 

installation. 

3. The PSC shall be placed upon an elevated pad that is a minimum of 4-inches above 

average natural grade of the ground within a 4-foot radius of the exterior walls of the 

PSC. 

4. One or more of the following aesthetic treatments to the exterior physical appearance of 

the PSC are required. At minimum: 

a. A veneer of a durable building material similar to and congruous in appearance 

with the primary dwelling shall be attached to the PSC; or 

b. Landscaping of sufficient density is installed and maintained so as to block the 

visibility of the PSC from across property lines of all directly abutting properties, 

or from across a right-of-way from a property that would otherwise directly abut 

the site.  This landscaping screening may be through the use of a hedge or other 

landscaping growing adjacent or on the PSC. If this alternative is used, the PSC 

shall be painted a color considered compatible with the color of the associated 

primary residence; or, 

c. A combination of partial veneer treatments, compatible paint colors, and/or 

landscape treatments that result in the appearance of the PSC being aesthetically 
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congruous with the primary residence, and undiscernible from a detached 

accessory building of standard construction. 

5. Openings created for placement of doors and/or windows in the PSC are only permitted 

if no cuts or structural alterations are made to the primary structural frame of the PSC.  

  

 

 


